
STAFF REPORT

Approved and Forwarded to the City Council

DATE: October 8, 2019

TO: Bryan Montgomery, City Manager

FROM: Libby Vreonis, City Clerk

SUBJECT: Accept Notice of Vacancy and Adopt a Resolution Approving an 
Appointment Process for One Vacancy Seat on the Oakley City 
Council to Serve the Remainder of the Current Term which Expires 
in November of 2020

Background and Analysis
Councilmember Doug Hardcastle provided his written resignation from the 
Oakley City Council on September 25, 2019, effective November 12, 2019, 
after the City Council has selected a new Councilmember. In accordance 
with Oakley Municipal Code Section 2.1.007(a), upon the City Clerk 
receiving a written resignation from a Councilmember, the City Clerk is 
required to post a notice of the vacancy and invite applications from Oakley 
residents. In addition, the notice must be delivered to the newspaper of 
general circulation which prints the City’s legal notices, published to the 
City’s website, provided to all persons who have requested copies of City 
Council agendas, and included on the consent calendar of the next City 
Council meeting. Staff completed the aforementioned requirements with the 
exception of providing the notice of vacancy on the consent calendar which 
is submitted now for acceptance as the October 8, 2019 City Council 
meeting is the “next City Council meeting” following his written resignation.  

The City Council has the authority under Government Code Section 36512(b) and 
Oakley Municipal Code Section 2.1.007(b) to either appoint a candidate to fill a 
vacancy or to call a special election. If the City Council determines to appoint a 
candidate to fill a vacancy, it shall do so within sixty (60) calendar days of the 
vacancy. It is the right of the City Council to call for a special election rather than 
make an appointment to fill the vacancy; however, there is considerable cost 
involved. The March 2020 Primary Election falls within the statutory timeline and 
would provide the least expensive option at $2.00 to $3.00 per registered voter. The 
state report completed in September 2019 would be used for the March 2020 
Primary Election and reflects a total of 21,906 voters in Oakley; therefore, it is 
estimated to cost approximately $43,812 to $65,718 to hold an election. The City 



Council would have to call the election by adoption of a resolution at the next meeting 
(before the end of October) to meet statutory deadlines (the election must be called 
130 days prior to the election). As the impact of cost is significant, staff recommends 
the City Council approve the appointment process.

Fiscal Impact

There is no cost involved if the City Council decides to appoint a candidate 
to fill the vacancy seat. If the City Council decides to call an election, the 
estimated cost is approximately $43,812 to $65,718.

Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends the City Council accept the Notice of Vacancy and adopt a 
resolution approving an appointment process for one vacancy seat on the Oakley City 
Council.

Attachments
1. Notice of Vacancy
2. Resolution


