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On May 16, 2019, City Council adopted amendments to the Design Guidelines for the 
Historic District and Historic Sites. As part of that process, Council formed a task force 
of architects, contractors, developers and property owners to help identify areas of 
improvement in the design review and building process while balancing regulation and 
historic preservation goals with livability and design.  The goal of the taskforce is to 
ultimately make thoughtful recommendations to the appropriate authority and ensure 
more voices are included as PCMC forms and implements its regulations.  

Park City’s Executive Department has led this effort, including the City Manager and 
Resident Advocate. Councilmember Nann Worel and Mayor Andy Beerman have 
participated in the meetings.  Taskforce members include: Betsy Wallace, Linda 
McReynolds, Doug Stephens, Preston Campbell, Jacob Shirley, Jonathan DeGray, 
Craig Elliott, Tom Peek, Jeff Love, Rory Murphy, Pete Olsen, Dave Baglino, Brian 
Brassey and Gordon Duffin.  

The meetings have been open dialogues, which identified and prioritized the following 
topics.  (listed in priority order)  

1. Identify a clearer vision (mission statement) for the Historic District Design 
Guidelines, which will help the Historic Preservation Board, applicants and staff 
to refer to for guidance in how determinations are made;

2. Clarify the application of the Historic District Design Guidelines to increase 
transparency and consistency (addressing topics ranging from driveways, energy 
efficient designs and materials, new technology, trash  locations, and additional 
consideration for historic vs non-historic structure regulations);

3. Review submittals process; required vs. deferred within the building permit 
process;

4. Review construction standards related to lifting historic structures and 
penalization;

5. Consistency and clarity in determinations and the processes to be more easily 
predictable and understandable to the general public and building design 
professionals; and 

6. Clarify permit fee process to enable a more predictable and transparent process 
for those considering application and building and development costs.
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A comprehensive review of the recommendations (evaluating pros and cons, areas of 
opportunity, better utilization of technology and written materials and checklists, etc.) by 
PCMC professional staff is recommended as a next step in order to balance efficiency 
goals for development and building process, against compatibility and alignment with 
community and neighborhood commitment to our historic character and goals.  

Next Steps:
 City Manager will discuss recommendations with staff prior to the next taskforce

meeting;
 Provide a written staff response on each item;
 Recruit feedback from the Park City Historical Society regarding any 

recommendations that may impact the Historic District;  
 The taskforce will consider staff response and develop recommendations;
 Return to City Council with the compiled input and final recommendations.

Staff requests ongoing City Council feedback as the taskforce moves forward.


