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CITY OF HYATTSVILLE1
ORDINANCE 2019-____2

3
An Ordinance whereby the City of Hyattsville amends the Noise 4
Ordinance in Chapter 79 of the Hyattsville Code to prohibit 5
sound that is plainly audible at a fifty-foot distance, to regulate 6
contemporary sound devices, and add an exception to delay the 7
imposition of nighttime hours in the limited and specific 8
circumstance in which an applicant has sought and obtained a 9
special events permit from the City.10

WHEREAS, the Local Government Article § 5-202(1), (2) & (5) of the Maryland Code 11

grants to municipalities the power to adopt ordinances to assure the good government of the 12

municipality, to protect and preserve the municipality’s rights, property and privileges, and to 13

protect the health, comfort, and convenience of the residents of the municipality; and 14

WHEREAS, § C3-1 of Article III of the City Charter grants to the City Council the power 15

to pass all such ordinances, resolutions and laws not contrary to the Constitution and laws of the 16

State of Maryland or this Charter as it may deem necessary for the good government of the City 17

in order to promote health, safety, comfort, convenience, welfare and happiness of the residents of 18

the City and visitors thereto and sojourners therein; and19

WHEREAS, § C3-2(30) of Article III of the City Charter grants to the City Council the 20

power to regulate noise for the purpose of protecting the citizenry from unreasonable noise; and 21

WHEREAS, it is the sense of the Mayor and Council, after having heard numerous 22

complaints from the residents of the City, that additional reasonable regulatory measures are 23

necessary in order to protect the citizenry from unreasonable noise; and 24

WHEREAS, it is the sense of the Mayor and Council that reasonable regulatory measures 25

are available to the City that are capable of addressing these stated complaints and that also26

promote the welfare and happiness of the City’s residents; and,   27
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   WHEREAS, it is the sense of the Mayor and Council that defining “plainly audible” sound1

as prohibited noise and implementing enforcement provisions for the same together with the 2

further identification of contemporary sound devices constitute reasonable regulatory measures3

that will further promote the health, safety, comfort, convenience, welfare and happiness of the 4

residents of the City and add an additional and/or alternative means of obtaining compliance. 5

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Hyattsville 6

in regular session assembled, that Chapter 79 is hereby amended as follows:7

§ 79-1. Definitions.8

* * *9

PLAINLY AUDIBLE – Any sound produced by a person, a conversation between persons, or 10

through a device that emits sound such as a radio, tape player, disc player, computer, loud speaker, 11

microphone, other mechanical or digital sound-making device, or instrument, including an 12

amplified, acoustic or percussive instrument and any other type of noise emitting activity that is 13

the subject of this Chapter, that is capable of being detected by a person using his or her own 14

normal hearing faculties when said person is located not less than fifty (50) feet from the source 15

or origin of the sound.16

A. Plainly audible sound may be detected by the officer or code compliance official’s 17

ordinary auditory senses, so long as his or her hearing is not enhanced by any mechanical device, 18

such as a hearing aid.  19

B. The detection of sound by the officer or code compliance official at a distance of 20

fifty (50) feet is sufficient to constitute a plainly audible sound.  No provision in this Chapter shall 21

be interpreted to limit enforcement based on a lack of evidence of a sound level meter reading.  22
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Evidence based on the audible impressions formed by a police officer or code compliance officer 1

is equally sufficient to that of a sound level meter reading.2

C. The officer or code compliance official must be able to determine the source or 3

origin of the plainly audible sound whether by direct line of sight from the affected residential 4

property or by articulating such other reasonable basis for such determination if there is no line of 5

sight confirmation of the source or origin of the sound.6

* * *7

§ 79-2.  Noise standards.8

A. No person shall cause or permit the following noise/sound levels measured at points on or 9

within a property line or reasonably adjacent thereto of the source of said noise above the 10

maximum permissible levels in a designated zoning district.  Levels exceeding said permissible 11

levels are prohibited.12

Land Use
Day- or Night-
Time Hours

Level
(dBA’s)

Industrial Day 75

Night 75

Commercial Day 67

Night 62

Residential Day 60

Night 50

B. Exceptions.13

(1) Construction or demolition activities shall be permitted during daytime hours, provided 14

that such activity shall not exceed a level of ninety (90) dBA’s.15

(2) Household tools and portable appliances in normal usage.16
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(3) Lawn care and snow removal equipment (daytime only) when used and maintained in 1

accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications.2

(4) Agricultural field machinery when used and maintained in accordance with manufacturer’s 3

specifications.4

(5) Blasting operations for demolition, construction and mining or quarrying (daytime only).5

(6) Motor vehicles on public roads.6

(7) Aircraft.7

(8) Motor vehicles or boats on state lands or waters.8

(9) Emergency utility operations.9

(10) Pile-driving equipment during the daytime hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.10

(11) Sound not electronically amplified created by sporting, amusement and entertainment 11

events and other public gatherings operating according to terms and conditions of the 12

appropriate local jurisdictional body. This includes but is not limited to athletic contests, 13

amusement parks, carnivals, fairgrounds, sanctioned auto racing facilities, parades and public 14

celebrations.15

(12) Rapid rail transit vehicles and railroads.16

(13) Any activity causing noise if a variance for such activity and the noise resulting there from 17

has been obtained from the environmental health administration of the Maryland Department 18

of Health and Mental Hygiene or is being processed pursuant to the rules and regulations of 19

that Department. This exception shall apply only to the extent of any such variance so granted 20

or being processed.21
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(14) Use of any machinery or vehicles by personnel of the State of Maryland or any political 1

subdivision thereof.2

(15) The term “special event” in this subparagraph (15) shall have the same meaning as the 3

term is defined in Chapter 86 of the City of Hyattsville Code.4

a. Solely for the purpose of special events authorized by a special events permit issued 5

by the City for an event held in the City’s parks or commercial districts, the definition of 6

“nighttime hours” set forth in §79-1 above, is altered so that nighttime restrictions do not 7

begin to apply until 11:01 p.m. 8

b. In all other locations in the City, nighttime restrictions may be altered at the 9

discretion of the City Administrator and upon the issuance of a special events permit, but 10

in no circumstance shall nighttime restrictions apply any later than 11:01 p.m. 11

C. During nighttime hours it shall be unlawful for any person or persons to emit or cause to 12

emit any type of plainly audible sound in such manner as to disturb the peace, quiet and comfort 13

of the neighboring inhabitants, unless:14

(1) It complies with the decibel restrictions in the industrial or commercial district from 15

which the plainly audible sound is emanating, or16

(2) It is subject to an applicable exception found elsewhere in this Chapter.17

§ 79-3.  Loud and unnecessary noise prohibited.18

A. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to emit or cause to emit any type of plainly 19

audible sound identified in § 79-3 of this Chapter, except as otherwise provided herein.20

AB. The sounding of any horn or signaling device on any automobile, motorcycle or other 21

vehicle on any street, way, avenue or alley or other public place of the City, except as a danger 22

warning; the creation by means of any such signaling device of any unreasonably loud or harsh 23
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sound; the sounding of any such device for any unnecessary or unreasonable length of time; the 1

use of any signaling device except one operated by hand or electricity; the use of any horn, whistle 2

or other device operated by engine exhaust; and the use of any such signaling device when traffic 3

is for any reason held up.4

BC. Use of radios, phonographs loud speakers, computers, tape players, disc players, other 5

machines or devices, and musical instruments.6

(1) The using of, operating of or permitting to be played, used, or operated any radio 7

receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph loud speaker, computer, tape player, disc player or 8

other machine or device for the producing or reproducing of plainly audible sound in such manner 9

as to disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of the neighboring inhabitants or at any time with louder 10

volume than is necessary for convenient hearing for the person or persons who are in the room, 11

vehicle or chamber in which such machine or device is operated and who are voluntary listeners 12

thereto.13

(2) The using of, operating of or permitting to be played, used, or operated any radio 14

receiving set, musical instrument, phonograph loud speaker, computer, tape player, disc player or 15

other machine or device for the producing or reproducing of plainly audible sound between the 16

hours of 12:00 midnight and 7:00 a.m. in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a distance of 17

fifty (50) feet from the building, structure or vehicle in which it is located.18

CD. Yelling, shouting, hooting screaming, whistling and singing.19

(1) Yelling, shouting, hooting screaming, whistling or singing on the public streets or 20

from private property at any time or place so as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of 21

persons in any dwelling, hotel or other type of residence or any persons in the vicinity.22
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(2) Yelling, shouting, hooting screaming, whistling or singing on the public streets or 1

private property at any time or place in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a distance of fifty 2

(50) feet from the building, structure or vehicle from which the noise emanates.3

* * *4

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that if any provision of this Ordinance or the 5

application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid for any reason, such invalidity 6

shall not affect the other provisions or any other applications of the Ordinance which can be given 7

effect without the invalid provision or applications, and to this end, all the provisions of this 8

Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable;9

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) 10

days from the date of its adoption;11

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a fair summary of this ordinance shall 12

forthwith be published twice in a newspaper having general circulation in the City and otherwise 13

be made available to the public.14

INTRODUCED by the City Council of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland, at a regular 15

public meeting on (INSERT DATE), 2019.16

ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland, at a regular public 17

meeting on (INSERT DATE), 2019.18

Adopted:

Attest:

             Laura Reams, City Clerk Candace B. Hollingsworth, Mayor

19
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