
AGENDA SUMMARY
EUREKA CITY COUNCIL 

TITLE:  Waterfront Drive Connection Project - Extension of one-way traffic on H 
and I Streets between 1st and 2nd Streets

DEPARTMENT:  Public Works

PREPARED BY:  Scott Ellsmore, Traffic Project Manager

PRESENTED FOR: ⊠Action ☐Information only ☐Discussion

RECOMMENDATION

1. Adopt a resolution designating H Street between 1st and 2nd Streets as a
one-way southbound street; and 

2. Adopt a resolution designating I Street between 1st and 2nd Streets as a
one-way northbound street; and 

3. Adopt a resolution establishing diagonal parking on H Street between 1st

and 2nd Streets

FISCAL IMPACT

⊠No Fiscal Impact ☐Included in Budget ☐Additional Appropriation

COUNCIL GOALS/STRATEGIC VISION

 Financially stable, effectively run City
 Waterfront Drive connection

DISCUSSION
The Waterfront Drive Connection Project closes gaps in bicycling, walking and vehicular
infrastructure to support improved access from Eureka's neighborhoods to its Old Town 
Waterfront area. The project will provide critical connections to the Waterfront Trail, a 
locally, regionally and state-wide significant component of the California Coastal Trail.
For improved operation, this project proposes to extend one-way traffic on H Street to 
1st Street and I Street to Waterfront Drive. Currently, one-way traffic terminates at 2nd

Street.

The City has been planning and pursuing funding to close the gap in Waterfront Drive 
between H Street and I Street for decades. In 1997, a Project Study Report was 
completed as an initial step in project programming. Last year, the City was able to 
acquire the funding necessary to complete the construction phase budget. Extending 



the one-way traffic for one block on both H and I Streets has been part of this project 
from the beginning. Currently, H and I Streets are one-way south of 2nd Street until they 
intersect 2nd Street, where they change to two-way streets for the remaining block. 
Having a one-way street join a two-way street leads to discontinuous traffic flow, 
confusion for drivers and additional turning movements.

Continuing the one-way traffic on H and I Streets for the remaining block will provide 
continuity and clarity for vehicle and nonmotorized traffic in this area along with 
improved operations and reduced turning movements at the intersections. Additionally, 
the continuation of the one-way flow will allow for diagonal parking on H street similar to 
what currently exists on H Street between 2nd and 4th Streets. Diagonal parking in this 
area is only possible if the roadway is configured for one-way operation with one lane of 
traffic due to the space required for diagonal parking spaces. If approved, this project 
would create approximately 6-8 new parking spaces while allowing existing parallel 
parking on the opposite side of the road.

The process of establishing one-way streets in the City is through the Eureka Municipal 
Code. Currently the City of Eureka Municipal Code, Section 71.13 One-Way Streets and 
Alleys, states that “Whenever any ordinance or resolution of the city designates any 
one-way street or alley, the Traffic Engineer shall place and maintain signs giving notice 
thereof, and no such regulations shall be effective unless such signs are in place...”. 

The process of establishing diagonal parking in the City is through the Eureka Municipal 
Code. Currently the City of Eureka Municipal Code, 72.030 Diagonal Parking, states 
that “On any portion of the streets or portions of streets established by resolution of the 
Council as diagonal parking zones and when signs or pavement markings are in place 
indicating such diagonal parking, it shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to 
park such vehicle...”. 

At the regularly scheduled July 9, Transportation Safety Commission (TSC) meeting, 
the TSC voted unanimously in support of extending the one-way operations of H and I 
Streets between 1st and 2nd Streets along with establishing diagonal parking on H Street 
between 1st and 2nd Streets.

The Waterfront Drive Connection Project broke ground in late June and it is anticipated
the construction to be complete in the late fall of this year. The change to one-way 
operation would not occur until after construction is complete and Waterfront Drive is 
open to traffic. Similarly, the diagonal parking would not be installed until one-way 
operations were in effect.

Staff is recommending that council approve resolutions designating H Street between 
1st and 2nd Streets as a one-way southbound street and I Street between 1st and 2nd 
Streets as a one-way northbound street, and establishing diagonal parking on H Street 
between 1st and 2nd Streets.



ATTACHMENTS: 1. Diagonal Parking Layout
2. Resolution – H Street One-Way
3. Resolution – I Street One-Way
4. Resolution – H Street Diagonal Parking

REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY: ⊠City Attorney
☐City Clerk/Information Technology 
☐Community Services
☐Development Services
☐Finance
☐Fire
☐Human Resources
☐Police
⊠Public Works


