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Summary Recommendation 
Staff recommends Council approve an amendment to Municipal Code 10-1-4.5 Non-
Motorized Trail Use, creating a pilot project for use of specific types of e-bikes on trails 
in Round Valley, and for seniors throughout the greater trails system. The proposed 
amendments are set to expire on JULY 1, 2020, allowing the public, Council, and staff 
time to evaluate the project and return to Council for final direction. (Attachment I- 
Ordinance No. 2019-46) 
 
Executive Summary 
Amendments for specific types of e-bikes include: 

• Class I electric assisted mountain bikes within the Round Valley Trail system. 
• Class I electric assisted mountain bikes for users 65 and older within the Park 

City trails system. 
 
Background 
In May 2018, Electric Assisted Bicycles were defined by Utah State Code (Subsection 
17) as bicycles, not “motor vehicles.” State law includes three specific classes of electric 
assisted bicycles, which pertain to the mode of assistance (throttle or pedal assist) and 
limited top speed. Below is a high level definition of the following types: 

• Class I- ‘Pedal assisted’ e-bikes limited to 20 mph; 
• Class II- ‘Throttle assist’ limited to 20 mph (no pedaling required);and 
• Class III- ‘Pedal assisted’ e-bikes limited to 28 mph with a speedometer.  

 
Staff  supports  additional research and evaluation of the current ordinance as it 
pertains to Class-I electric assisted mountain bikes prior to making a final 
recommendation. Staff does not support the use of Class-II or Class-III e-mtbs on any 
Park City natural surface trails under 5’ wide. 
 
On June 30, 2016, City Council amended Municipal Code 10-1-4.5 Non-Motorized Trail 
Use, which provides the basis of the City’s policy associated with electric assisted bikes 
(e-bikes) and electric assisted mountain bikes. (e-mtbs) 
 
Analysis 
On August 15th, in response to various requests, staff presented an e-mtb work session. 
August 15, 2019 Work Session (E-Bikes) As a result of the work session, staff 
recommends the following next steps: 

https://parkcity.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=10-1-4.5_Non-Motorized_Trail_Use
https://parkcity.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=10-1-4.5_Non-Motorized_Trail_Use
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title41/Chapter6A/41-6a-S102.html?v=C41-6a-S102_2018050820180508
https://parkcity.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=10-1-4.5_Non-Motorized_Trail_Use
https://parkcity.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=10-1-4.5_Non-Motorized_Trail_Use
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/410358/SR_8_15_19_ebike_update_FINAL.pdf


1. Continue implementation of a community survey associated with the topic; 
2. Present temporary code amendments (This report), which will allow for the 

implementation of e-mtb use associated with a pilot program. 
a. Implement a code exception, by identifying the Round Valley trail system 

for Class I e-mtbs use until July 1, 2020. 
b. Implement a code exception, for users 65 and older to operate Class I e-

mtbs on all trails within Park City. 
3. Recommend a sticker or tag program for users who voluntarily wish to clearly 

identify themselves as compliant to the non-motorized ordinance. 
 
Survey 
Staff is implementing a request for proposals (RFP) for the community survey and will 
be awarding the contract in the near future. 
 
Trail Pilot Program 
Staff recommends that the Round Valley trails system serve as the pilot project area for 
the following reasons: 

• Round Valley is geographically independent from other areas, which will allow 
users and staff to clearly identify trails that are operating under the temporary 
ordinance.  

• Staff can evaluate the project more easily from the distinct trailhead access 
points. 

• The terrain and trail types within Round Valley provide for a large sample of 
riders. 

• Round Valley is a popular trail destination in the Fall and Spring seasons. 
• Staff and applicable land trusts have reviewed pertinent conservation easements 

and find no specific prohibition to e-mtb use on the property. 
 
‘Courtesy Sticker or Tag’ 
Providing a sticker or tag for applicable users of e-mtbs requires advance staff work and 
resources. Thus, staff is recommending the city explore a ‘courtesy sticker or tag’ 
program for users wishing to further identify themselves as compliant with the current 
ordinance. 

• Users with a mobility disability 
• Users 65 and over 

 
This program would be voluntary under the ordinance for applicable individuals. Staff 
further requests Council provide direction to prioritize staff resources to implement such 
a program, which is anticipated to require on average 5 hours/week staff time. 
  
Department Review 
This report has been reviewed by the Legal, Executive, Public Safety and Recreation 
Departments. 

  
Funding Source 
Survey funding will come from the Trails Master Plan. 
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