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STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: August 27, 2019

AGENDA TITLE: Consideration of Acceptance of a Bequest from the 
Dorothy E. Gibson 2010 Trust - 429 1/2 Johnson 
Street

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Administration

RECOMMENDATION
That the City Council adopt a Resolution accepting the bequest, or take any other action it 
deems necessary.

BACKGROUND
On July 16th the City Council received a report on the bequest to the City under the
Dorothy E. Gibson 2010 Trust.  Specifically, Ms. Gibson’s trust provides that her real 
property located at 429 ½ Johnson Street, Sausalito, is to be distributed to the City of 
Sausalito:

“…to be used by it to provide moderate to low income housing for one or 
more full-time employees of the City of Sausalito, including employees of 
the City’s police and fire departments.”

The City has until September 12, 2019 to decide whether or not to accept this donation.  
If the City does not act to accept the donation within this time, the gift will lapse and the 
property will instead go to the Golden Gate Council of American Youth Hostels, Inc.

DISCUSSION
When the Council discussed this item on July 16th it expressed its gratitude to Dorothy 
Gibson for the generous gift and directed staff to return on August 27th with some 
additional information which is discussed below.  

Zoning and Property Assessment:
The property is in the R-3 (Multifamily) Zoning District.  The maximum density allowed in 
the R-3 Zone is 1 du/1,500 sf. Based upon information from MarinMaps the parcel is 
approximately 3,900 sf which would allow a maximum of 2 units plus an ADU.  

The site is improved with a single family dwelling /attached garage with wood framed 
construction.  The house is a one bedroom/one bath and is approximately 1200 sf.  The 
house includes a loft/mezzanine area that would need improvement for code 
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compliance.  The City’s building inspector met visited the property and did a preliminary 
assessment.  He indicates that there are numerous items that could require 
repair/upgrading, including the roof, electrical system (including panel upgrade and 
outlet replacement), the loft/mezzanine area, exterior stairways, garage door, 
appliances, and plumbing.  The cost of such repairs is unknown at this time.

As indicated on July 16th Staff has reviewed a preliminary title report on the property.  
There are no outstanding liens against the property.  

Management:
One of the questions the Council asked was how rental of the property would be 
handled.  Staff reached out to the Town of Tiburon which owns 7 below market units in 
the Point Tiburon Marsh Complex to gather information on ways in which Sausalito 
could manage this property.  Attached are Tiburon’s Administration of Town-Owned 
Affordable Housing Units (Attachment 1), income information (Attachment 2), and 
template lease (Attachment 3).  In the event that the Council accepts the bequest we 
anticipate implementing a similar program.

Attached is a table (Attachment 4) that sets out the current, 2019, Marin County 
Incomes and Affordable Housing Costs.  Based on this information we have determined 
that subject to numerous factors (including family size and other sources of income) 
there are a number of City staff positions that could qualify under the state low and 
moderate income standards. 

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no fiscal impact to accepting the donation.  If the Council decides to accept the 
donation there will be costs associated with repair and maintenance.  These costs could 
potentially be offset by rental income (at low or moderate income levels).  There are 
also potential costs related to escrow and obtaining title insurance.

RECOMMENDATION 
That the City Council adopt a Resolution accepting the bequest, or take any other action 
it deems necessary.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Tiburon’s Administration of Town-Owned Affordable Housing Units I
2. Tiburon’s Income information 
3. Tiburon’sTemplate lease 
4. 2019 Marin County Incomes and Affordable Housing Costs
5. Draft Resolution

PREPARED BY: Mary Wagner, City Attorney
REVIEWED BY: Yulia Carter, Assistant City Manager/Administrative Services 
Director
SUBMITTED BY: Adam W. Politzer, City Manager
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