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Background:  Living in the wildland-urban interface (WUI), while beautiful and amazing, brings with it a 
very real risk of wildfire, which under certain circumstances could deliver a severe economic blow to the 
City.  Wildfire is the primary natural hazard in the region, both in terms of potential severity and likelihood.  
As we move into what is forecast to be a warmer than average and historically dry month of August, staff 
wanted to provide an update on current conditions and agency programs and initiatives to help protect 
our community and the region in general. 
 
The 2018-19 winter produced a significant amount of snowpack which reached 142-162% of the 1981-
2010 average, resulting in higher fuels moisture content and a lower wildfire risk overall throughout the 
Wasatch Back for June and July.  However, while the current conditions favor a lower relative wildfire risk 
compared to 2018, Summit, Wasatch, Salt Lake, and Utah Counties have already experienced a number 
of small fires so far this year. 
 
As of  August 4, the Great Basin Coordination Center (GBCC), which covers Arizona, Nevada, Idaho, 
Utah, and Wyoming for the National Interagency Coordination Center (NICC), forecasts little to no to low 
risk for our region (Attachment A) for the subsequent seven-day period.  This forecast takes into account 
multiple factors such as predominant fuels moisture, humidity levels, wind, and air temperature, as well as 
forecast atmospheric stability and precipitation. 
 
Several agencies are engaged in ongoing efforts to mitigate the risk of wildfire throughout our region: 
 

• Park City's Chief and Deputy Fire Officials examine GBCC forecasts and weekly fire intelligence 
reports in weighing whether to enact open flame and firework bans.  Conditions so far this year 
have supported not enacting such a ban, for the first time in more than a decade. Additionally, 
Fire Inspection Staff have been attending HOA meetings throughout the City to inform residents 
of safe practices within the interface zone.  Several more meetings are scheduled throughout the 
coming months.  New development plans are also being reviewed for fire safe practices including 
incorporating defensible space into all new construction.  In continued coordination with PCFD 
and Summit County, an upcoming version of the Wildland Urban Interface Code (WUI) will be 
presented to Council in the coming weeks.   

 
• Park City's Forestry Manager/Planning Director is working with Summit County planning officials 

to incorporate Water Wise, FireWise, fire-adapted community, and defensible space standards 
into mutually aligned and uniform land use codes. Modifications have been made to the Land 
Management Code to allow for the use of gravel near the foundation of homes and structures. A 
plant list is being updated and will be made available to the public for use in landscaping plans. 
Planning and Building are cooperating in developing procedures for maintenance of open space 
areas outside of the limits of disturbance (LOD) areas for reduction of fuels risk. 

 
• Park City's Trails and Open Space/Real Estate Manager annually identifies areas of highest risk 

of wildfire throughout City-owned property and contracts labor as part of an ongoing wildland 
fuels reduction effort. In addition to the mitigated areas from this year (Aerie and Thaynes), staff 
has begun the process to mitigate beetle kill in the Treasure Hill property with mitigation efforts 
coming later this fall. 
 

 



• In addition to maintaining a robust wildfire response capability and burn permit issuance, as well 
as public outreach and education, Park City Fire District operates a community chipping program 
throughout the summer months, which operates a free-of-charge wood chipper service to 
residents and homeowner associations to dispose of landscaping and wildland fuels debris such 
as brush, branches, and small trees.  This service is available to district residents by signing up at 
https://www.pcfd.org/fire-prevention/wood-chipping/ 

 
• As well as responding to wildfires as Incident Commander, the Summit County Fire Warden 

controls burn permit issuance throughout the County, based on prevailing weather conditions, 
and works closely with the Summit County Sheriff's Office Dispatch to communicate permitted 
burns.  The County Fire Warden additionally issues open flames and fireworks bans in the 
County when conditions dictate.  More information here: https://www.summitcounty.org/561/Fire-
Warden 

 
• The Utah Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Forestry, Fire, and State Lands (FFSL) 

wildfires division conducts risk assessments, manages forest health, fights wildfires, administers 
grants, and works with local communities throughout the Wasatch Back to create fire-adapted 
communities, similar to adoption of FireWise standards of defensible space.  For more 
information: https://ffsl.utah.gov/fire/. 

  
- The basic assessment model commonly used in determining wildfire risk is known as the West-
Wide Wildfire Risk Assessment, which includes three primary outputs: the Fire Risk Index, the 
Fire Threat Index, and the Fire Effects Index.  The model is included as Attachment B. 

 
• The U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Park Service Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National 

Forests team utilizes a variety of fire management tools including fire suppression, fire prevention 
and fuels management.  The use of these tools, in combination, enhances protection of forest 
resources, homes and adjacent lands.  Please visit https://bit.ly/31kJDlF for more information. 

 
• In addition to maintaining an Emergency Mass Notification System (EMNS) to alert residents 

(www.parkcityalerts.org), visitors, and businesses of immediate hazards, Park City Emergency 
Management maintains a current threat and hazards identification and risk assessment (THIRA) 
prepared by Mountainlands Association of Governments, as well as conducting community 
outreach and education, and conducts extensive planning and preparation for a variety of natural 
and manmade hazards which could impact the City.  EM additionally publishes an annual 
emergency preparedness mailer heavily focused on wildfire as part of an ongoing community 
outreach program.  In early 2019, EM, Planning Department, and Trails & Open Space began 
working with Team Rubicon USA, a volunteer group, to identify and scope a potential worksite on 
Treasure Hill to remove dead or diseased trees and undergrowth on the newly-acquired property 
as part of an initial proposed wildland fuels reduction project.  A host of disaster preparedness 
resources is available at www.bereadyparkcity.org. 
 

• Both Park City Mountain and Deer Valley resorts maintain snowmaking equipment throughout the 
summer, which can be used to fog/mist surrounding areas in the event of wildfire on resort 
property.  Park City Mountain additionally maintains individual firefighting/fire safety equipment 
packs at designated locations for use in initial outbreaks.  While there are significant areas of 
wildfire fuels buildup throughout both resort properties, ski runs and chairlifts serve as built-in 
firebreaks which can aid in efforts to fight a wildfire on the property.  Crews additionally perform 
summer maintenance in these areas, as well as brush clearing as part of fuels reduction projects. 

 
• Leadership Park City Class 25 centered their year-long course project around community 

outreach and education regarding wildfire preparedness.  By September 2019, the group 
anticipates it will have contacted 2,000 residents regarding living in the WUI.  The group has 
additionally produced a comprehensive wildfire preparedness resource guide for residents, which 
has a scheduled release date of late September 2019. 

 
• Finally, in an effort to better prepare the residents of the Park City area for wildfire the Park City 

Fire District and Park City, Summit County leadership met with State personnel to establish a 
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Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) shortly following the 2012 fire season. As an 
outcome of this process, community meetings were held to educate residents about actions they 
can take to prepare themselves for a wildfire.  These meetings with the community and 
government officials resulted in completion of the CWPP, which captures planning by local 
citizens, private businesses, and local governments for specific projects to be undertaken in the 
preparation and defense of the communities covered by this document.  A copy of the 2013 
CWPP is maintained at https://www.pcfd.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/PC-CWPP-Final.pdf.   

 
Recommendation:  
This is informational and no recommendation is proposed at this time.  This report will be updated 
monthly during wildfire season, or more often as required by conditions.

https://www.pcfd.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/PC-CWPP-Final.pdf
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