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April/May 2019 Laguna Beach High School Survey for Rec and Parks 

Committee 
 

Overall Summary: 

350 surveys at the High School were completed. 

Almost everyone was a resident of Laguna Beach. Those who were not residents primarily came 

from Aliso Viejo or Newport Beach. 

Within the high schoolers surveyed, the most represented group was that of the 9th graders, 

then 10th, and finally 12th graders, generally in that order. 

11th grade was least represented, which is fine because they are preparing for college.  

 

Big Takeaways: 

There were two big issues revealed through the survey: 1) General lack of communication to raise 

awareness about existing city recreation programs and 2) Not a diverse range of classes that appeal to 

teens. 

1) Issue: There was a general lack of communication that would raise awareness of existing Rec 

and Parks Programs offered. 

Possible Solutions:  

1. Since many of the students’ reported that their awareness of recreation programs and opportunities 

comes through the high school, we should be channeling recreation program announcements through 

the high school. I have seen Principal Alleman send out emails regarding Dana Hills’ programs, where he 

lives and where his daughters go to school. For any announcements at the high school regarding Rec and 

Parks Programs, we would need to get approval from the district. 

2. Create a 15-second on-air spot produced at the high school to add to Breaker Live! to be part of the 

morning announcements and to be on the Laguna Beach High School website as a top of the page 

banner. We would need school district approval for this as well. 

3. Create and advertise Rec & Parks-specific app and City Rec website in-town as well as distribute 

through social media platforms such as Instagram and Snapchat. 

4. Promote programs on YouTube with Mr. Todd (a student-selected favorite English teacher) as the 

announcer and have the YouTube segment visibly accessible on the LBHS website. 

5. Do a special on-campus event during lunch and make announcements for upcoming Rec Programs. 

6. Make a flyer to post in the Associated Student Body (ASB) office and Library (Ms. Norris is the 

librarian). Also flyer around inner courtyard where students gather between classes. 



  Finn Flanagan 7-15-19 
 

Some other off-campus ideas to raise awareness: 

eSports Competition downtown, 

A teen fun run,  

And a city-wide go-kart race (a mini grand prix). 

 

2) Issue: There were not enough diverse classes. 

Classes are listed in desired order by students: (most to least desired) 

--Anything related to STREAM (Science, Technology, Research, Engineering, Arts, and Math), 

specifically, Ceramics and Drawing as bridge classes for honors and AP arts classes (like ceramics 

and drawing); 

--Makerspace with woodshop; Robotics and metal-building, filmmaking; and building and 

operating RC vehicles. 

 

A list of other classes listed in desired order by students on the surveys: (in order of most to least 

desired) 

--Budgeting/money management; 

--Job acquisition skills; 

--Study skills; 

--Cooking/culinary classes; 

--Archery; 

--Self-defense; 

--Making video games (MENTION: Danny P. at Boys and Girls’ Club has a Princeton graduate to 

teach students to make games using Unity). 

NOTES FROM 7-15-19 MEETING: 

Exploring specific classes for students to take (Budgeting/Money Management, Job Acquisition Skills, 

and Study Skills 
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CURRENT July 15th AGENDA TALKING POINTS: 

 

5.2 Student Representative Agenda Item Talking Points: 

• Boys and Girls club summer offerings: (pass out sheet to everyone); 

• Ask committee: Do you want me to be liaison between Boys and Girls Club and Rec and Parks 

Committee, reporting to Adam; 

• Is Laguna Beach getting a Teen Center nearby the high school? Maybe the ideas we got from this 

high school survey could guide initial programming decisions for the Teen Center… 

• The topline of the survey results (see above):  

• GreenPlay (sent email to Alexis and Adam) is a recreation assessment consultancy out of 

Colorado. It has been used in San Marino, and may be useful to Laguna Beach IF: 

1. Laguna Beach has the money; 

2. If Laguna Beach wants a comprehensive assessment of programs currently offered or 

to have recommendations for facilities’ improvement. 

• Volunteer Hours: I have volunteer cards for my time at meetings since Sept 2018. Who can sign 

these for me to get High School credit? 

5.3 Youth Representative Interviews Agenda Item Talking Points: 

• I propose that we incentivize potential candidates by letting the candidate know that their 20 

volunteer hours (as required by the high school) can be met by joining the Rec and Parks 

Committee.  

• Perhaps also if these people are interested in city government, we let them know of potential 

positions within the mayor’s office or other city offices where young people can get exposure to 

city government workings and leadership roles. 

• I also highly recommend that whoever is applying write an essay about why they are applying 

for the Rec and Parks Committee position. 

5.5 Committee Goal Plan Agenda Item Talking Points:  

• The long term and the short-term goals of the committee…. I would like to clarify that we have 

those in the packet for all people who join the Rec and Parks Committee. How do we record our 

accomplishments? Is that something that can be included in the packet as well? 


