
Staff Report                 
Property Exchange – 2200 Greenway Street – Helen Wessler Park for 
Roark Elementary School
City Council Meeting Date: 8-6-19 Document Being Considered: Resolution

RECOMMENDATION
Authorize the exchange of real property known as Helen Wessler Park owned by the City of 
Arlington for real property known as Roark Elementary School owned by the Arlington 
Independent School District.

PRIOR BOARD OR COUNCIL ACTION
None

ANALYSIS
The Arlington Independent School District (“AISD”) has requested transfer of property 
known as Helen Wessler Park from the City to AISD in exchange for property that is 
currently the site of Roark Elementary School (“Roark Property”).  AISD has established a 
need for additional land adjacent to Knox Elementary School for the relocation and 
expansion of Carter Junior High School.  The land adjacent to Knox Elementary School is 
currently being utilized as Helen Wessler Park.  In exchange for the Helen Wessler Park 
property, AISD would convey to the City the property that is currently the site of Roark 
Elementary School.  AISD has determined that Roark Elementary School and Knox 
Elementary School have reached the end of their useful lives, that the two schools are no 
longer needed to meet enrollment capacity needs in the area, that they are no longer 
necessary for the operation of the school district, and it is AISD’s intent to demolish both 
sites.  AISD had determined that Carter Junior High School has reached the end of its useful 
life and needs to be replaced with a new building containing modern learning spaces and the 
majority of the Carter students live east of the current campus location, in the vicinity of 
Knox Elementary School.  This plan is all part of AISD’s assessed capital needs and it has 
developed a facilities master plan for its needs through 2025 and may order a bond election 
for voters to consider authorizing funds for the plan.  AISD only desires to proceed with the 
exchange of the Roark Property for the Helen Wessler Park property in the event that the 
bond election is called and is successful.

Helen Wessler Park is a park of approximately 10.83-acres and includes a play pool and 
restrooms.  The City used Community Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) funds for park 
improvements at the Helen Wessler Park site in Program Year 2006 ($345,481) and 2012 
($78,560).  In general, improvements included a walking trail, soccer field, accessibility 
improvements, playground equipment, parking lot improvements, entry signs, and related 
lighting, irrigation, and landscaping.  Helen Wessler Park would be relocated to the Roark 
Property after the exchange and the play pool and the same or similar amenities that 
currently exist at Helen Wessler Park will be constructed at the Roark property site.  The 
Roark Property is only a few blocks from the current Helen Wessler Park site, so the new 
location of Helen Wessler Park will continue to serve the same low to moderate-income 
neighborhood in East Arlington.  As a result, this change in use of the park will result in 
satisfying CDBG requirements of meeting a national objective under 24, CFR 570.901.  In 
addition, the new Carter Junior High School would include a turf athletic field and a track 
that would be open for community use when not being used for district purposes, which 
would provide an additional benefit to the neighborhood.
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AISD will remove all structures from the Roark Property and be responsible for 
environmental remediation prior to the transfer of the property to the City.  AISD will also 
be responsible for all demolition and environmental remediation necessary at the Helen 
Wessler Park site.  AISD will also fully fund the redevelopment of the Roark Property into a 
public park, and to pay the City the difference, if any, between the fair market value of the 
Helen Wessler Park property and the Roark Property.  As a result, the City will not be 
required to bear any material or substantial costs in this transaction.

Because CDBG funds are involved, and because Helen Wessler is a designated park, a public 
hearing is required prior to the approval of the property exchanges in order to allow citizens 
to comment on the proposed exchange.  The public hearing has been noticed and called and 
will occur prior to Council’s consideration of the resolution authorizing the property 
exchanges.

FINANCIAL IMPACT
None.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Attached: Resolution
Under separate cover: None
Available in the City Secretary’s Office: None
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