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Summary Recommendation
Staff is recommending that Council consider contributing $75k in funding for the Friends 
of the Children’s Justice Center capital campaign by amending the FY20 budget.

Analysis
Staff is asking Council to consider contributing $75k to the Friends of the Children’s 
Justice Center for their capital campaign. Utah has the highest reported incidence of 
child abuse in the country. 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys are sexually abused before the 
age of 18. Only 2% of the perpetrators are a stranger to the victim, which means the 
other 98% are friends, relatives, caretakers, or family acquaintances. Sadly, our 
mountain town is no exception to these statistics. Fortunately there is a place where 
families can begin to put their lives back together. Since its inception in 2012, the 
Summit County Children’s Justice Center (CJC) has served over 1000 children of abuse 
and their families and the number of cases continues to increase annually.

The center is designed to make children feel comfortable and safe when they are 
meeting with investigators and other team members about allegations of abuse. 
Professionals from several different agencies collaborate on each child's case. This 
team approach increases coordination among child protection and criminal justice 
agencies, allowing them to track a child's progress through the investigation, judicial 
process, and health care treatment.

Specially trained professionals talk to children about the alleged abuse they have 
experienced. The goal is to minimize trauma to the child by reducing the number of 
times a child must talk about his or her experience. The center provides abused children 
and their families with referrals for support services, such as mental health therapy, 
medical care, and victim resources. Multi-disciplinary team members receive ongoing 
training to ensure that children receive the most professional care possible.

Child abuse affects EVERY area in Summit County. It occurs regardless of 
socioeconomic status, educational background or ethnicity and the incidence is 
increasing as our community grows.



The Friends of the Children’s Justice Center, the nonprofit organization formed to 
secure a standalone facility for the Summit County Children’s Justice Center, is asking
the community for help. The organization is trying to raise $800,000 before Sept. 1 to 
pay off the mortgage for the property that will serve as the new location for the 
Children’s Justice Center. The property, located on Silver Summit Parkway, was 
purchased in October.

Friends of the Children’s Justice Center is in the middle of a capital campaign to raise 
money to cover the necessary renovations to make the facility operational and create an 
endowment. The mortgage needs to be paid in order to start the renovations.

The Children’s Justice Center is currently located in the Sheldon Richins Building in 
Kimball Junction next to the state Division of Motor Vehicles office. It is the only center 
in the state that does not operate out of a separate, standalone facility. It is part of the 
Utah Attorney General’s Office’s Children’s Justice Program and operates under the 
auspices of the county attorney’s office. Operation of the Children’s Justice Center is 
funded by Summit County, as well as the Utah Legislature, federal grants and private 
donations.

Also of note, Park City police detectives, case workers, prosecutors, and victim 
advocates work with Summit County and the CJC team on child abuse investigations in 
the current CJC.

The $75k could be spent out of the General Contingency account. The General 
Contingency is set up to address unanticipated costs necessary to fulfill the objectives 
of Council and the City’s goals and mission. There are no special restrictions on these 
funds and if unused, they carry forward to the 2020 General Fund Balance. At this point, 
staff believes we have sufficient remaining FY19 contingency funds to allocate $75k for 
the CJC. Thus, Council could use contingency funds from last fiscal year to cover the 
CJC capital campaign. This would be a one-time special allocation which is unrelated to 
the City’s Special Service Contracts process. If Council choses to do this, the FY20 
budget will be amended in order reflect this change. 

Recommendation
Staff recommends Council give direction if they would like to amend the budget to 
contribute funding to the CJC capital campaign in the amount of $75k.

Department Review
The Budget, Legal, and Executive Departments have reviewed this report.


