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Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor 

Kevin Ward, W1 (Council Pres.) 
Carrianna Suiter, W3 (Council VP) 
Bart Lawrence, W1 (arrived at 7:36 p.m.) 
Robert Croslin, W2 
Danny Schaible, W2 
Ben Simasek, W3 
Daniel Peabody, W4 
Joseph A Solomon, W5 
Erica Spell, W5 
 

Absent: 
 

Edouard Haba, W4 
 

Also present were the following City staff members: 
Tracey E. Douglas, City Administrator 
Jim Chandler, Assistant City Administrator, Dir. Community and Economic Development 
Ron Brooks, City Treasurer 
Amal E. Awad, Chief of Police 
Vivian Snellman, Director of Human Resources 
Laura Reams, City Clerk 

 
Notice of Public Hearing  
1) Call to Order 
 

Mayor Hollingsworth opened the hearing with the reading of the public notice.  
 
2) Background Information 
 

2.a Educational Facilities Task Force Presentation (10 minutes) 
Presentation to City Council on proposed school sites. 

Cover Page  
EFTF Letter.docx  
EFTF Presentation to Council.pdf  
HMS Interior Photos.pdf  

 
Dan Broder, Chair of the Hyattsvil le Educational Facilities Task Force presented the Task Force’s 
analysis of proposed school sites for the renovation or replacement of Hyattsvil le Middle School. The 
scope of the Task Force analysis was to research and analyze potential sites for the middle school . Mr. 
Broder said four (4) sites were presented to the City Council for consideration on May 6, 2019. Based 
on Council  and Prince George’s County Public Schools feedback the sites had been narrowed to two 
(2) locations: the existing site or a new site at Magruder Park. Mr. Broder stressed that the Task Force 
did not adopt an official recommendation and would present pros and cons for both locations.  
 
Chair Broder reviewed the pros and cons for the existing Hyattsville Middle School. He said the site 
was currently owed by PGCPS eliminating land swap negotiations and it was possible the renovation 
could be partially built on site with existing util ities and infrastructure. Possible negatives were noted 
as disruptive construction activity, l imited site space and parking issues exacerbated by construction. 

http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=676491e1-2592-41e0-acfd-cec3b9fc62fd&time=729
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=9855a6f2-ab8b-4d39-8c16-3bd67352346c&time=731
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=9855a6f2-ab8b-4d39-8c16-3bd67352346c&time=731
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=af74a463-10cd-40a4-aca2-0f15698cf954&time=833
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=af74a463-10cd-40a4-aca2-0f15698cf954&time=833
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=3a102b13-6cba-4fbb-8e84-3049ab742976&time=835
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=3a102b13-6cba-4fbb-8e84-3049ab742976&time=835
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/hyattsville-md/b7f313e527ba403107b2960de4cb226f0.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/hyattsville-md/b7f313e527ba403107b2960de4cb226f0.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/369474/EFTF_Letter.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/369474/EFTF_Letter.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/369945/EFTF_Presentation_to_Council.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/369945/EFTF_Presentation_to_Council.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/369476/HMS_Interior_Photos.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/369476/HMS_Interior_Photos.pdf
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Should the site be vacated during construction and students housed in swing space, Chai r Broder noted 
concerns with lack of nearby swing space and the possible impact on teacher retention. He also stated 
that the minimum site requirements for a middle school could not be met at the existing site without 
a multiple level build.  
 
Chair Broder moved on to the other possible site, located at Magruder Park. He reviewed possible 
locations in the park, highlighting areas owned by Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning (M-
NCPPC) and the City of Hyattsvil le. He acknowledged that the park was in a flood plain, which would 
require mitigation. Mr. Broder highlighted pros as an improved school site, additional acreage for the 
schools, and the potential for a joint use agreement for the fields. He also noted the site would not 
require the use of swing space and may increase walkability to the school. Potential negatives at 
Magruder Park included complex and costly flood plain mitigation, multi-jurisdictional coordination on 
infrastructure and util ities, and the loss of community open space.  
 
Chair Broder reviewed site requirements the Task Force considered when completing their analysis. 
These considerations included a site to meet future capacity needs, maximization of open space and 
recreational areas for students, and the expansion of the existing creative arts program at Hyattsville 
Middle School to the 6th grade. He also noted the importance of transparent community engagement 
moving forward in the site selection process.  

 
City Administrator Douglas introduced Elizabeth Chaisson, PGCPS Capital Programs Officer. Ms. 

Chaisson was present to answer questions from Council regarding the school renovation/replacement 
project. Administrator Douglas acknowledged the accelerated pace of the project and said it was tied 
to alternate construction project financing and the summer release of a Request for Proposal (RFP) by 
the County for new school construction projects.  

 
Mayor Hollingsworth clarified that the intent of the hearing was to kickstart the community and public 
engagement process on site selection. She said that while the Council did not have a decision point at 
the hearing there likely would be a need for a decision soon. Mayor Hollingsworth opened the meeting 
for Council discussion.  

 
3) Council Discussion 
 

Councilmember Peabody asked why a multi-level school  was not being considered for the existing 
Hyattsvil le Middle School site. Mr. Broder said the initial feedback from PGCPS was a site with 12 
contiguous acres and the current site was 9.4 acres. He deferred to Ms. Chaisson on the multi -level 
build.  

 
Councilmember Schaible expressed concern with the proposal to build wi thin the flood plain. He asked 
if a site at the park could be built to the standard of the 500-year flood plain. He also inquired if the 
site could incorporate the existing Hamilton Splash Park pool or some other integration of aquatic 
amenity.  
 
Mayor Hollingsworth asked Ms. Chaisson to provide insight into the process for site evaluation. Ms. 
Chaisson said that depending on the outcome of the hearing, PGCPS intended on hiring an architect 
to do a site fit analysis of Magruder Park. In terms of site amenities, she said PGCPS was open to 
suggestions but could not make promises. Ms. Chaisson noted that they were using a prototype middle 

http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=9eec27e1-e176-487b-a68c-e632d5babf73&time=1682
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=9eec27e1-e176-487b-a68c-e632d5babf73&time=1682
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school design that did not include a swimming pool. Mr. Broder noted resident feedback to the Task 
Force was favorable for the inclusion of an aquatic el ement.  

 
Mayor Hollingsworth asked for an explanation of a site fit analysis. Ms. Chaisson said the analysis 
looked at what the possible school footprint may look like including parking and the appropriateness 
of the site for placement of a school. She said the analysis would review flood plain issues.  

 
Mayor Hollingsworth asked to what degree would PGCPS would mitigate the flood plain and if that 
was determined at the site test fit or later. Ms. Chaisson said that would be part of the analysis and 
typically schools were built to the 100-year flood plain standard.  

 
Mayor Hollingsworth asked Ms. Chaisson what was PGCPS’s expectation from the close of this 
meeting, noting that the City had sent correspondence to PGCPS citing the existing location and 
Magruder Park as two possible locations for the mi ddle school. Ms. Chaisson said that unless the 
Council told PGCPS to not pursue Magruder Park, they will  move forward with both potential sites.  
 
Councilmember Simasek noted that Hyattsvil le Elementary School was noted as a potential benefit if 
the middle school moved to the park. Chair Broder confirmed, stating that if the exis ting middle school 
moved to the park, the site could be util ized for the elementary school , also scheduled for 
renovation/replacement.  
 

Mayor Hollingsworth opened the meeting for public comment.  
 
4) Public Comment  
 

Michael Gorman, a Ward 5 resident, said he was not in favor of the proposed Magruder Park location 
citing the loss of wildlife habitat and trees.  

 
Raphael Talisman, a Ward 1 resident, expressed concern regarding the Prince George’s County Council  
decision regarding the Magruder Pointe development. 
 
Matt Bowman, a Ward 1 resident, stated opposition to the use of Magruder Park citing the loss of 
open space and increased traffic concerns. He suggested the creation of a park and green space task 
force and asked the Council to focus on what could be done with the existing site.  
 
John Imahori, a member of the Educational Facilities Task Force and Ward 2 resident read from 
prepared comments. He stated support of the placement of Hyattsvil le Middle School at Magruder 
Park.  
 
Elizabeth Turcan, a Ward 2 resident, stated opposition to the proposed Magruder Park location. She 
said the City’s latinx population was not represented at the meeting and were frequent users of the 
park.  
 
Justine Christianson, Hyattsville Middle School Parent Teacher Organization President and a Ward 2 
resident, highlighted the great need for renovation or replacement of the school  and said this was an 
opportunity to re-envision public land.  
 

http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=7d205ba4-32aa-4b4f-ada9-3368bf5d629a&time=2174
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=7d205ba4-32aa-4b4f-ada9-3368bf5d629a&time=2174
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Scott Wilson, a Ward 1 resident offered general comments. He said that while the middle school 
location in a park made a lot of sense, construction would wildlife significantly. Mr. Wilson said the 
recent transportation study suggested roads through the current middle school site and he was 
opposed to that idea.  

 
Pamela Boozer-Strother, PGCPS District 3 Board Member, thanked to everyone for engaging in the 
process and said this was an opportunity to fund our schools differently.  
 
Thornton Boone, Principal, Hyattsville Middle School, thanked the Task Force, PTSO, and Council. He 
advocated for better facil ities on behalf of the students and teachers.  
 
Greg Smith, a Ward 1 resident offered general comments. Mr. Smith asked for accountability on the 
health and safety conditions at the school. He asked for clarification on the minimum required acreage 
for the school. He said if the school was built in the park the plan should mitigate to the 500-year flood 
plain. He concluded that a lot of the goals and ideals could be met by a school at either site.  
 
Mayor Hollingsworth asked Ms. Chaisson for clarification on the minimum site requirement. Ms. 
Chaisson said 20 acres was the norm outside of the beltway but many schools were built on smaller 
sites, especially in urban areas. Ms. Chaisson said the urban builds were more expensive and the school 
system was looking for a way to mitigate costs which was why they had asked the City for alterative 
sites.   

 
5) Adjournment 
   

The public hearing adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=4699cc81-a669-4d71-83e6-37aef3819a36&time=3759
http://hyattsville-md.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=1b0848ea-f650-4182-96b2-8bacaac71fca&meta_id=4699cc81-a669-4d71-83e6-37aef3819a36&time=3759

