
FINAL December 2, 2016

CITY OF HYATTSVILLE

ORDINANCE 2016-02

An Ordinance whereby the City Council updates the City Code to conform to 
a Charter Amendment that restructures the City’s chain of command so that 

Department Directors are classified employees subject to the direct
supervision of the City Administrator as to hiring, discipline, and 

termination, and updates the language to be neutral as to gender identity.

WHEREAS, Maryland Annotated Code, The Local Government Article, Section 5-202
grants to municipal corporations of the State of Maryland, including the City of Hyattsville, the 
power to protect the health, comfort and convenience of their citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council deem it in the best interest of its citizens to 
update the Code to conform to current usage of the term Department Directors and to conform all 
Code references to reflect a restructuring of the City Department Heads so that they are classified 
employees rather than employees serving at the pleasure of the City Council and making other
technical changes to reflect current departments.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of 
Hyattsville in regular session assembled that sections 4-6, 4-7(A), 10-1, 10-10, 30-1.1, 48-6, 65-
16(E), 65-22.1(C), 65-26(D), 68-5(A), 90-1, 90-2, 90-33, 96-6, 114-8(B), 114-49(A) and 114-
73(a) of the Hyattsville Code are hereby amended to read as follows:

Chapter 4

ADMINISTRATION OF GOVERNMENT

* * *

§ 4-6. Department of Public Works.

A. Director of Public Works. The Director of Public Works shall be hired by the Mayor and 
Council HIRED BY THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR, SHALL BE A DEPARTMENT 
DIRECTOR, and shall attend all regular meetings of the City Council and committee meetings 
when called upon to attend.

B. Duty hours. The regular duty hours of the Director shall be the same as those of the 
Department’s labor force.

C. Prerequisite for employment; exception. To be eligible for appointment or for temporary 
employment on the Department labor force, an applicant must pass a physical examination by 
competent medical authority, showing the applicant’s ability to perform sustained and arduous 
work, provided that in lieu of such examination, the CITYDirector may hire men
EMPLOYEES on the Department labor force based on their previous experience and ability 
and personal interview.
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D. Duty hours for labor force. The Department labor force shall operate on a forty hours a week 
basis, and The time for coming to work and the number of hours of work per day shall be 
DETERMINED controlled by the Director under the direction of the CITY 
ADMINISTRATORMayor.

§ 4-7. Department of Human Resources. [Added 3-5-12 by HO-46-03-12]

A. Position. The Director of Human Resources shall be hired by the CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR, SHALL BE A Mayor and Council DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR, and 
shall attend all regular meetings of the City Council and Committee meetings when called upon 
to attend.

Chapter 10

CODE OF ETHICS
* * *

§ 10-1. Applicability.

Except as provided in § 10-9, the provisions of this Chapter shall apply to the Mayor, City 
Council members, City Administrator, Treasurer, Clerk, Department headDIRECTORs, 

members of City boards and commissions, all City employees, candidates for elective City 
office, and persons lobbying under section 10-11 before City officials, boards, or commissions.

* * *
§ 10-10. Filing of Financial Disclosure Statements by Non-Elected Officials.

A. All officials, including, but not limited to the Administrator, Treasurer, Clerk, Department 
headDIRECTORs, and any appointed official on a board with decision-making authority, such 
as the election supervisors and the members of the Ethics Commission shall:

1. File a financial disclosure statement when the personal interest of the official will present 
a potential conflict with the public interest in connection with an anticipated public action 
of the local official. The content of the financial disclosure statement shall be limited to the 
areas of potential conflict and shall be filed no less than seven days in advance of the action 
to allow for adequate public disclosure.

2. File a financial disclosure statement by April 30 of each year to report on gifts received 
by the local official, disclosing gifts during the preceding calendar year from any person 
that contracts with or is regulated by the City of Hyattsville, including the name of the 
donor of the gift and the approximate retail value at the time or receipt.

B. The Commission shall maintain all disclosure statements filed under this section as public 
records available for public inspection and copying as provided in § 10-12 of this Chapter.

Chapter 30

POLICE DEPARTMENT
* * *

§ 30-1.1 Police Officers; Powers and Duties. [Added on 11-16-98 by HB 98-03]
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A. The Chief of Police is the commanding officer and administrative headDIRECTOR of the 
Police Department. By virtue of authority vested in THE CHIEF OF POLICEhim, THE 
CHIEF OF POLICEhe shall issue from time to time orders setting forth the authority, 
responsibilities, and duties of various ranks and positions established within the Department.

B. Members of the Department shall exercise full police authority under the Annotated Code of 
Maryland on all land, water, and air within the territorial limits of the City.

C. The Chief of Police shall be responsible for the preservation of the peace, the maintenance of 
order, the prevention and detection of crime, and the enforcement, within the City, of all laws, 
regulations and ordinances over which the police dDepartment has jurisdiction.

D. The Chief of Police shall ensure that members of the force properly perform their police 
duties, that their rules and regulations of the Department are strictly enforced, and that discipline 
in the Department is rigidly maintained.

Chapter 48

BUSINESS LICENSES
* * *

§ 48-6. Appeals; fee. [Amended 4-5-04 by HO-2004-08, Amended 4-21-14 by HO 2014-03]

A. Any persons aggrieved by an action of a Code Enforcement Officer under this chapter may 
appeal such an action by filing a fifty dollar ($50.00) appeal fee and a written notice thereof with 
the head of Code Enforcement within fifteen (15) calendar days of the action complained of. The 
head of the Code Enforcement shall promptly schedule a conference with the Appellant and any 
other party the head of Code Enforcement may choose. After such conference, the head of Code 
Enforcement shall promptly issue a written opinion to the Appellant.

B. In the event the Appellant is dissatisfied with the opinion of the head of Code Enforcement, 
the Appellant may further appeal the finding of the head of Code Enforcement to the City 
Administrator by filing a written appeal along with payment of the proper appeal fee in the 
amount established by the Mayor and City Council. Any such appeal must be filed with the City 
Administrator within fifteen (15) calendar days of the written opinion of the head of Code 
Enforcement. Within fifteen (15) days of such filing, a hearing shall be conducted before the 
City Administrator or CITY ADMINISTRATOR’Shis or her designee(s). The hearing shall be 
open to the public, records and minutes shall be maintained, and the person aggrieved and the 
Code Enforcement Department shall be given an opportunity to present evidence. The person(s) 
hearing the appeal shall, within ten (10) days, either reverse, modify, or affirm the action 
complained of and cause a written copy of the decision to be sent to the person aggrieved. This 
decision shall be final.

C. An appeal shall not operate to stay any of the provisions or requirements of this chapter unless 
the head of Code Enforcement or City Administrator as applicable shall otherwise order.

Chapter 65

HEALTH AND SANITATION
* * *
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§ 65-16. Use of special refuse containers. [Amended 12-19-83 by HB 15-83; 5-5-86 by HB 5-
86; 6-1-98 by HR 98-03, 1-3-2000 by HB 99-05, Amended 4-16-07 by HO-2007-06; Amended 
12-14-09 by HO-2009-10]

* * *

E. Appeals.

(1) Any person aggrieved by any action of the City under this Article except for the issuance 
of a municipal infraction citation, may appeal such action by filing a written notice thereof 
with the Head of Code Enforcement within ten (10) days of the action complained of. The 
Head of Code Enforcement or THE HEAD OF CODE ENFORCEMENT’Shis/her designee 
shall promptly schedule a conference with the appellant and any other person the Head of Code 
Enforcement may choose. After such conference the Head of Code Enforcement shall promptly 
issue a written opinion to the appellant. The decision shall be based upon the factors in 
subsection B (3) above.

(2) In the event the appellant is dissatisfied with the opinion of the Head of Code Enforcement,
the appellant may further appeal the finding of the Head of Code Enforcement to the City
Administrator by filing a written appeal. Any such appeal must be filed with the City
Administrator within ten (10) calendar days of the written opinion of the Head of Code 
Enforcement.

(3) Any appeal, whether to the Head of Code Enforcement or to the City Administrator, shall 
not operate to stay any of the provisions or requirements of this Chapter unless the Head of 
Code Enforcement or City Administrator shall otherwise order.

(4) The City Administrator or THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR’Shis/her designee shall 
conduct a hearing as soon as possible. The hearing shall be open to the public, and records and 
minutes shall be maintained, and the person aggrieved and the code enforcement department 
shall be given an opportunity to present evidence.

(5) The CITY ADMINISTRATOR OR Hearing Officer shall within ten (10) days either 
reverse, modify, or affirm the action complained of and cause a written copy of the decision to 
be sent to the person aggrieved. Any decision shall be based upon the factors outlined in 
subsection b (3) above. Thise decision of the Hearing Officer shall be final.

* * *
§ 65-22.1. Commercial and Industrial Properties. [Amended 2-17-04 by HO-2004-01; 2007-
05; Amended 4-16-07 by HO-2007-05]

* * *

C. Appeals.

(1) Any person aggrieved by any action of the City under this Article except for the issuance 
of a municipal infraction citation, may appeal such action by filing a written notice thereof 
with the Head of Code Enforcement within ten (10) days of the action complained of. The 
Head of Code Enforcement or THE HEAD OF CODE ENFORCEMENT’Shis/her
designee shall promptly schedule a conference with the appellant and any other person the 
Head of Code Enforcement may choose. After such conference the Head of Code 
Enforcement shall promptly issue a written opinion to the appellant. The decision shall be 
based upon the factors outlined in subsection B (4)(b) above.
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(2) In the event the appellant is dissatisfied with the opinion of the Head of Code 
Enforcement, the appellant may further appeal the finding of the Head of Code Enforcement 
to the City Administrator by filing a written appeal. Any such appeal must be filed with the 
City Administrator within ten (10) calendar days of the written opinion of the Head of Code 
Enforcement.

(3) Any appeal, whether to the Head of Code Enforcement or to the City Administrator, shall 
not operate to stay any of the provisions or requirements of this Chapter unless the Head of 
Code Enforcement or City Administrator shall otherwise order.

(4) The City Administrator or THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR’Shis/her designee (the 
hHearing oOfficer) shall conduct a hearing as soon as possible. The hearing shall be open to 
the public, andrecords and minutes shall be maintained, and the person aggrieved and the 
cCode eEnforcement department shall be given an opportunity to present evidence.

(5) The CITY ADMINISTRATOR OR Hhearing oOfficer shall within ten (10) days either 
reverse, modify, or affirm the action complained of and cause a written copy of the decision 
to be sent to the person aggrieved. Any decision shall be based upon the factors outlined in 
subsection b (4) (b) above. Thise decision of the hearing officershall be final.  

* * *

§ 65-26. Procedure for abatement of violation. [Amended 7-20-70; 6-28-76, and 11-4-91 by 
HB No. 6-91, Amended 3-3-08 by HO-2008-04, Amended 4-7-08 by HO-2008-05, Amended 
12-14-09 by HO-2009-10]

* * *

D.  If the City of Hyattsville shall have the work performed or shall employ persons to perform 
said work, and if the cost thereof as so assessed shall not be paid within thirty (30) days after a 
request for payment has been given to the owner or occupant of the property, such cost, as 
contained in a statement provided to the Treasurer by the hHead of Code Enforcement, showing 
the cost and expense incurred for the work, the date the work was done, and the location of the 
property on which said work was done, shall be charged to the owner of such property by 
issuance of a supplemental tax bill. Such tax bill shall constitute a lien on such property and shall 
be collected in such manner as the City may establish.

Chapter 68

HOUSING STANDARDS
* * *

§ 68-5. Appeals. [Amended 5-3-05 by HR 05-06]

A. Any person affected by any notice or order whichthat has been issued in connection with the 
enforcement of any provision of this cChapter may request and shall be granted a hearing 
on the matter before the hHead of cCode eEnforcement or THE HEAD OF CODE 
ENFORCEMENT’Shis/her designee, or the head of the public works 
departmentDIRECTOR OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT when appropriate, 
who shall in either case be the hHearing oOfficer. Provided, however that such person 
requesting the hearing (the “appellant”) must file in the office of the City Administrator a 
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signed written notice of appeal, requesting a hearing and setting forth a brief statement of the 
reasons therefore, within ten (10) days after service of a notice or order.

Chapter 90

PEDDLING AND SOLICITING
* * *

§ 90-1. Definitions. [Amended 09-15-08 by HO-2008-08]

When used in this Chapter, the following words, terms, and phrases, and their derivations, 
shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this Section, except where the context clearly indicates 
a different meaning:

* * *
Pushcart means any wheeled vehicle approved by the Department of Code Enforcement

in accordance with this Chapter, designed for carrying property, and for being pushed by a person 
without the assistance of a motor or motor vehicle.

* * *
§ 90-2. License Required. [Amended 09-15-08 by HO-2008-08]

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in vending unless the person has first obtained 
a license from the Department of Code Enforcement. All licenses shall be issued according to 
regulations established by the Department.

* * *
§ 90-33.  Claims of Exemption.

Any person claiming to be legally exempt from the regulations set forth in this ordinance, or from 
the payment of a permit fee, shall cite to the department the statute or other legal authority under 
which exemption is claimed and shall present proof of qualification for such exemption.

Chapter 96

LICENSING OF RENTAL UNITS
* * *

§ 96-6. Appeals procedure. [Amended by HO-2006-03, 4-24-06; Amended 4-24-06 by HO-
2006-03]

A. Any persons aggrieved by an action of a Code Enforcement Officer under this Cchapter may 
appeal such an action by filing a written notice thereof with the Head of Code Enforcement 
within fifteen (15) calendar days of the action complained of. The Head of the Code Enforcement 
shall promptly schedule a conference with the appellant and any other party the Head of Code 
Enforcement may choose. After such conference the Head of Code Enforcement shall promptly 
issue a written opinion to the appellant.
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B. In the event the appellant is dissatisfied with the opinion of the Head of Code Enforcement,
the appellant may further appeal the finding of the Head of Code Enforcement to the City
Administrator and Mayor by filing a written appeal along with payment of the proper appeal fee 
in the amount established by the Mayor and City Council. Any such appeal must be filed with 
the City Administrator within fifteen (15) calendar days of the written opinion of the Head of 
Code Enforcement. Within fifteen (15) days of such filing, a hearing shall be conducted before 
such person(s) as the City Administrator and Mayor designate for such purpose. The hearing 
shall be open to the public, records and minutes shall be maintained, and the person aggrieved 
and the Code Enforcement Department shall be given an opportunity to present evidence. The 
person(s) hearing the appeal shall, within ten (10) days, either reverse, modify, or affirm the 
action complained of and cause a written copy of their decision to be sent to the person aggrieved. 
This decision shall be final.

C. An appeal shall not operate to stay any of the provisions or requirements of this Cchapter 
unless the Head of Code Enforcement or City Administrator as applicable shall otherwise order.

Chapter 114

VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC

* * *
§ 114-8.  Traffic calming devices. [Added 8-1-94 by HB No. 8-94, Amended 2-21-95 by HB 
No. 8-94, 2-21-95 by HB No. 01-95, Amended on 3-27-11 by HO-2011-01]

B.  REQUEST FOR TRAFFIC CALMING DEVICE INSTALLATION.

* * *
(3) The City Clerk will validate petitions submitted to the City Administrator to determine that 
said petitions are in compliance with applicable provision of this Article. The City Clerk shall 
inform the City Council, petitioners, the City Administrator, Director of Public Works and the 
Police Chief, as to whether the petition complies with this Article. If the petition is in 
compliance, the CITYdepartment heads will jointly undertake ANto assessMENT OF the 
location of the request and determine if a traffic calming device is in the interests of both best 
traffic engineering practice and public safety; and the Mayor who will schedule a public 
hearing in accordance with subsection C, below.

(4) The City Clerk shall develop and distribute a standardized “request for traffic calming 
device” petition form sufficient for use in accordance with this subsection.

* * *
§ 114-49.  Notification of right to stand trial; maximum fine.  [Amended 3-5-14 by HO 2014-
02]

A. Notification of right of trial. Upon notification or attachment to the vehicle of said notice of 
violation, said notice shall notify the defendant that if THEYheTHE DEFENDENThe/she
desires to stand trial THE DEFENDENThe/she may notify the Hyattsville Police Department 
or other designated City department OR AGENCY at least five (5) days prior tobefore the 
payment date set forth in the citation, and said department will obtain a trial date within fifteen 
(15) days of the date of notification by the defendant of THE DEFENDANT’Shis desire to 
stand trial. Further, said notice shall notify the defendant of the right to stand trial.
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* * *
§ 114-73. Violations and penalties. [Amended 10-4-04 by Ord. 2004-14, Amended 3-5-14 by 
HO 2014-02]

A. Election. Unless a separate procedure is provided for in this Chapter, the following procedures 
apply to violations of this Cchapter:

(1) Election by person receiving citation.

(a) Within fifteen (15) days after the date of the citation, the person receiving a citation under 
this Cchapter shall:

      (i) Pay the amount indicated on the violation directly to the Ccity Ppolice Ddepartment; 
or

   (ii) Choose to stand trial for the violation.

b) A choice to stand trial shall be made by sending a notice of intention to stand for trial to 
the City Ppolice Ddepartment OR OTHER DESIGNATED CITY DEPARTMENT OR 
AGENCY within fifteen (15) days after the date on the citation.

(c) Upon the failure of the person cited to elect within fifteen (15) days after the date of the 
citation, the fine for the violation shall double.

(d) Upon the failure of the person to act within thirty (30) days after the date of the citation, 
the fine for the violation shall double again.

* * *
AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that if any provision of this Ordinance or the 

application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid for any reason, such invalidity 
shall not affect the other provisions or any other applications of the Ordinance which can be 
given effect without the invalid provision or applications, and to this end, all the provisions of 
this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable;

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) 
days from the date of its adoption;

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a fair summary of this ordinance shall 
forthwith be published twice in a newspaper having general circulation in the City and otherwise 
be made available to the public.

INTRODUCED by the City Council of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland, at a regular 
public meeting on November 7, 2016.

ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland, at a regular public
meeting on December 5, 2016.
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Adopted:

Attest:
             Laura Reams, City Clerk Candace B. Hollingsworth, Mayor

[ ]  indicate deletions
CAPS/BOLD indicate additions
Asterisks * * *  Indicate matter retained in existing law but omitted herein

Adopted Date: December 5, 2016

Effective Date: December 25, 2016


