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Executive Summary
Park City has set North America’s most ambitious community-wide climate goals: to be 
net zero carbon and 100% renewable electricity by 2030. Collaboration with other 
communities has been a successful strategy to drive significant progress towards our 
goals. Park City will host a gathering of mountain communities October 2-4, 2019 to 
discuss setting ambitious 2030 climate goals and share best practices.

Background
 On September 24, 2015 City Council elevated Energy to a Critical Priority and 

set a goal of net zero carbon emissions for municipal operations by 2022 and 
citywide by 2032. 

 On March 24, 2016 City Council passed a resolution inviting other communities 
to join us in our goal.

 On September 22, 2016 City Council passed Resolution 23-2016 to set 100% 
renewable electricity goals by 2022 for municipal operations and 2032 
community-wide.

 On November 29, 2018, City Council modified Resolution 23-2016 to expedite 
100% renewable electricity and net-zero community-wide goals from 2032 to 
2030 to better align with latest climate reports and potential Olympic bid.

Discussion
Park City has set goals of 100% renewable electricity and net-zero carbon by 2022 for 
City operations and 2030 community-wide. These ambitious goals have produced 
results: electric buses, regenerative agriculture program, and passage of clean energy 
legislation. 

Utah House Bill 411, the Community Renewable Energy Act, was an example of 
multiple communities working together for a common goal. Park City, Salt Lake City, 
and Summit County jointly funded a study on potential pathways on how to get to 100% 
renewable in Utah. These communities, along with Moab, approached the utility, Rocky 
Mountain Power, to discuss options on how to get to this goal. Rocky Mountain Power’s 
decision to work with the communities was influenced by this joint approach, and a 
majority of the success can be attributed to this collaborative effort.

Mountain communities throughout the western United States have shown value through 
sharing best practices. An example of this collaboration is the Colorado Association of 



Ski Towns (CAST). This organization, which Park City is an Associate Member, focuses 
on solutions to the unique challenges of mountain communities. Meetings are focused 
on key topics and are based in fellow communities to see potential solutions.

Mountain communities are feeling the effects of climate change already. There has 
been some collaboration to discuss issues and solutions, however there could be 
greater impact. After meeting with key Park City community members, as well as 
discussions with other mountain town sustainability departments, the decision was 
made to bring together communities to discuss potentially partnering on shared 
sustainability goals. From these discussions, Mountain Towns 2030 Summit (MT2030) 
was created. 

MT2030 is collaboration between Park City Municipal Corporation, Park City Community 
Foundation, and community partners. Park City Municipal Corporation is working on the 
agenda with other municipalities, Park City Community Foundation is the fiscal sponsor, 
and community members have been fundraising and engaging their peers in other 
communities. The Summit will happen October 2-4, 2019, and will also include a pre-
meeting with CAST communities that will focus on Park City’s critical priorities. The 
desired outcome of the Summit is to inspire other communities to set ambitious 2030 
climate goals and work collaboratively for success.  Invitees include elected officials, 
government employees, key non-profits, and businesses.

The tentative agenda is coming together quickly. The theme of the first day is 
inspiration. It will include the latest climate science from Rob Davies, a Utah State 
University physicist. It will include a sustainable finance panel that will focus on how 
carbon reduction is growing the economy. That evening will feature a keynote address 
to the attendees and the community about climate leadership by Jane Goodall. The 
second day will focus on solutions. Pawl Hawken will address the attendees about 
solutions that can be implemented today. There will be a discussion about Utah’s 
Community Renewable Energy Act and the potential to implement in other states. The 
third day will focus on solutions in the Park City community. Tours of our electric buses, 
e-bike share, open space, and other topics will be offered. Park City Sustainability has 
budgeted $30,000 to plan and implement the event. There are also many key sponsors 
that are stepping up to support this Summit from the ski industry, resort hospitality, and 
other mountain community-based organizations.

Feedback requested from City Council

Question 1: What takeaways would you want from this summit?
 Examples include:

o Ordinances/resolutions/policy implemented already by communities
 physical copies (binder, book, etc.), or
 centralized website resources

Question 2: What do you believe will make post-summit collaboration a success?
 Examples include:



o Annual/bi-annual meeting
o Online sessions focused on specific topic
o Regional/state focus 
o Population-size focus
o Partnering with existing organizations (CAST, POW, Bloomberg, etc.)
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