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• ORDINANCE DRAFTS
• NEXT STEPS
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES
• Preserve long-time businesses and uses due to limited industrial space in Ferndale
• Support new businesses and uses that fit the innovative, entrepreneurial character of the district
• Acknowledge the changing nature of “industrial” in today’s district
• Improve accessibility for businesses and visitors and incorporate sustainability with future 

infrastructure improvements
• Guide new development design and form, while encouraging reuse of existing buildings and art
• Provide users in the area with nearby services and amenities, which helps attract talent

Three Planning 
Commission 
Discussions

Two 
Committee 
Meetings

Planning 
Commission 
District Tour

Public Hearing



CITY OF FERNDALE COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Wednesday, June 19, 2019 4

MASTER PLAN
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ZONING MAP

http://ferndale.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c7370062f4e94e47ab470410770a3d74
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DISTRICT 
CHARACTER

Neighborhood Experimental

Innovation Technology

Flexible Makers
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COMMITTEE FEEDBACK
• Flexibility = room to create
• Need more amenities to attract talent
• Interest in living on-sites
• Need for greenspace or gathering space
• Balance long-time business with mixed use
• Opportunity for shared parking agreements
• District wide art/murals

PLANNING COMMISSION FEEDBACK
• Protect and support district to allow new 

uses while preserving its functionality and 
character

• Residential already being built elsewhere in 
the City

• Lack of City infrastructure for general 
public and sustainability

• Balancing “retail” with production uses
• Parking requirements
• Building siting vs. architectural features
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USES
• Accessory retail/restaurant with manufacturing 

uses with 5,000 SF restriction
• Clarify to allow artisan and creative industry use 

with studio space, and heath, fitness, and 
exercise clubs

• Restaurants, 5,000 SF or less, including outdoor 
dining as Special Land Use

• Upper level residential
• Removed gun ranges and clubs use in M-2
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BUILDING FORM
• Apply form-based code requirements

• Build-to percentages
• Parking standards
• Access standards

• Remove context sensitive setbacks
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Address Building Materials in Architectural Compatibility Standards and Design Guidelines

• Encourage renovation of existing buildings for a contemporary, mixture of uses. 
• Rooftop mechanical units should be set back from building facades, screened, and located to reduce their 

visibility and potential noise.
• Building additions shall be visually compatible with the existing building. Design should align with the general 

historic and architectural characteristics of the building, property, or district.
• Materials should be compatible with the property and with the district, including color and texture. Properties 

adjacent to Residential districts (for example, Bermuda, Woodward Heights, Gainsboro, and Hilton) shall be 
included in considering architectural compatibility. Alternative materials, such as glass, metal, and wood, may be 
incorporated in rooftop additions. Materials such as rough wood, synthetic stucco (EFIS), vinyl siding, and split 
face concrete block, are not compatible.

• Primary facades should include a storefront, display windows, porticos, or entryways to provide visibility toward 
the street.

• Buildings longer than 100 feet shall be divided into façade planes that are offset by at least 2 feet from the rest of 
the façade on the primary frontage.

• A triangular area shall be kept unobstructed at each intersection to provide visibility. That triangular area shall be 
delineated by the lot lines and a line connecting them at points ten feet from the corner, or in the case of a 
rounded corner, from the intersection of the lot lines extended.
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