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Summary Recommendation 
Staff recommends that Council receive an update and overview of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) Environmental Assessment (EA) for the State Route (SR) 248 Corridor 
Improvement Project and receive public comment during the 30 day public comment period.    
 
Executive Summary 
On June 11, 2019, the official 30 day public comment period was initiated for the NEPA Draft EA for 
the SR 248 Corridor Improvement Project.  The Draft EA has been prepared pursuant to the 
Council on Environmental Quality Regulations NEPA Implementing Procedures (40 Code of Federal 
Regulations [CFR] Section 1500 et seq.), and Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA’s) NEPA 
Regulations and Procedures delegated to UDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of 
Understanding dated January 17, 2017, and executed by FHWA and UDOT.  The public comment 
period concludes on July 11, 2019, after which time all comments will be reviewed and responded 
to and/or incorporated as appropriate, prior to finalization of the EA.  Public comment should 
specifically focus on the technical adequacy of the analysis.  
 
Additional project information, including the Draft EA in its entirety, can be found at the following 
website: https://www.udot.utah.gov/SR248improved/ 
 
Background 
On November 15, 2017, UDOT, as the NEPA lead and in cooperation with PCMC, issued a formal 
public scoping notice which initiated the formal NEPA scoping process and associated public 
comment period, which concluded on December 29, 2017.   All comments received during that 
period were compiled into a Draft Scoping Summary Report - link: 
http://www.parkcity.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=48796.    
 
Since that time, the Project Development Team (PDT), consisting of UDOT, PCMC, and a 
consultant team of technical and environmental specialist developed the Purpose and Need for the 
project, as well as screening criterion  to develop and evaluate a range of alternatives including the 
“No Build/No Project” alternative. The Purpose and Need is as follows:  
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Additional information related to the background of the project can be found by clicking on the 
following hyperlinks:  
 
Date     Description  

 December 2016  UDOT SR 248 Corridor Report 
 https://sr248.pennapowers.co/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/2016-Concept-Report.pdf 
July 20, 2017 –  Council approval of Lochner Inc., contract  
http://parkcityut.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=2274&Inline=True  

January 23, 2018 –  SR 248 Council Update on Scoping Summary Report and  
Purpose and Need Statement Staff Report   

http://parkcityut.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=2330&Inline=True 
May 16, 2019   SR 248 Contract Modification with Lochner Staff Report  
https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/359043/SR_248_Contract_Addendum3_L
ochner_FINAL.pdf 
 
Discussion 
After approximately two years of natural resource inventories, traffic data collection and modeling, 
scoping, development of the Purpose and Need and evaluation criteria, alternative development 
and alternative screening, UDOT and PCMC have arrived at a major milestone in the UDOT 
Project Delivery Process (PDP) - publishing of the Draft EA.  The Draft EA includes the 
identification of a preferred alternative, as well as potential environmental impacts and proposed 
mitigation measures.  A timeline of the PDP is provided below:  
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While publishing the Draft EA is a major milestone, it is important to note for the public that there 
are additional milestones and opportunities for public input should the project receive approval 
from UDOT.  Additionally, project construction will depend on the availability of a combination of 
federal, state, and local funding sources.  
 
Preferred/Build Alternative Description: 
  
The Build Alternative includes the following improvements: 

• Eliminate the bottleneck and provide a consistent cross-section with five lanes: two travel 
lanes in each direction and a median/center turn lane through the entire corridor. 

• Improve the SR-224 intersection to provide dual left-turn lanes from southbound SR-
224 to eastbound SR-248, as well as dual right-turn lanes from westbound SR-248 to 
northbound SR- 224. 

• Improve the Bonanza Drive intersection to include dual left-turn lanes from westbound SR-
248 to southbound Bonanza Drive and northbound right turn lane onto SR 248 
westbound. 

• Add right-turn bays along the SR-248 corridor where they do not currently exist. 

• Add left-turn bays at Comstock Drive, Wyatt Earp Way, and Richardson Flat Road. Add 
signed and striped bicycle lanes from SR-224 to US-40. The bicycle lanes would be 
carried east and west through each intersection along the SR-248 corridor as shown in 
Figure 2-10. A 5-foot shoulder would be used on west end (SR-224 to Wyatt Earp Way) 
and an 8-foot shoulder on east end (Wyatt Earp Way to US-40) of SR-248 

 
Providing two new lanes in each direction would allow for greater flexibility to implement transit 
or managed lanes in the future. Additionally, an overall wider roadway cross-section, including 



 

wider shoulders, could future, could accommodate shoulder running buses, and  existing transit 
systems would benefit  from   the additional capacity and travel time savings. Park City will 
continue to have the flexibility to implement policies and build municipal infrastructure   to   realize   
secondary purpose and need goals identified in the Purpose and Need figure provided above.  
Lastly, the Build Alternative was developed to avoid impacts to the Park City Cemetery to the north 
and Silver Creek, and wetlands to the south of SR-248.  Exhibit A provides an illustration of the 
proposed cross section, while a fly through video has also been prepared in both English and 
Spanish:  
English -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2YUOHtCgpTU&feature=youtu.be - 
Spanish - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08j5bsmkl7c&feature=youtu.be 
 

 
Project Cost 
The preliminary cost estimate of the Build Alternative is $62,810,000 (2021 dollars) and includes 
preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, utility relocation, and construction.  Below is a 
further breakdown by logical termini given the likelihood that the project will require phasing due to 
available funding and constructability:  

 
 

Next Steps: 
Upcoming NEPA Timeline: 

• June 11: Draft Environmental Assessment release (begin formal comment period) 
• June 20: City Council Meeting update 
• June 24: Stakeholder Working Group meeting 
• June 26: Official Public Hearing from 4:00 – 6:00 at Treasure Mountain Jr. High  
• July 11:  Formal comment period concludes 
• August 12: Finalize responses to comments 
• October 10: Prepare Final EA and Findings 

Please note that June 26th will serve as the official NEPA Public Hearing. Written comments can be 
submitted at the following location at any time before midnight July 11, 2019 and should focus on 
the technically adequacy of the EA and:  
https://www.udot.utah.gov/SR248improved/#comment-section 
 
Department Review:  This report was reviewed by Executive, Legal, and Transportation 
Planning. 

 
Attachments:  
Exhibit A. – SR 248 Corridor Proposed Cross Section  
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EXHIBIT A 
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