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ESTABLISHING SCHOOL ZONES

 Purpose
 Identify Need
 Evaluate Location
 Determine Boundaries
 Public/Charter & Private Schools
 Council Approval



PURPOSE OF SCHOOL ZONES

 The purpose of a school zone is to protect 
students, parents, and crossing guards as 
they navigate crossing a roadway to and 
from school or to enter the school grounds.



IDENTIFY NEED

 New School
 Citizen Request
 New Subdivision/Apartment Complex
 City Staff Observations



EVALUATE LOCATION
 City Policy

 City of Arlington Traffic Control Devices Manual

 Adopted by City Council in 1986.

 Street Classification
 School zones may be established on residential 

collector streets, in which case non-flashing signage 
will be installed.  

 Major collector or arterials – flashing signage will be 
used.

 Existing Traffic Controls



EVALUATE LOCATION
(CONTINUED)

 Number of Students Crossing
 City’s school zone policy requires a minimum of 10 

school children observed crossing the street during 
morning drop off, noontime or mid-afternoon pick up 
periods.

 When the number of children crossing the 
intersection is 10 or more, a crossing guard may be 
needed if resources are available.



DETERMINE BOUNDARIES

 Typically as short as reasonable in urban areas 
per state traffic regulations.

 On average 300 feet in advance of school crossing

 Incorporate intersections adjacent to schools



PUBLIC/CHARTER & PRIVATE SCHOOLS
 Public schools are internal to the surrounding neighborhoods

 Encourages children to walk to school so public schools normally 
meet the criteria.

 City’s practice has been to install school zones for all public 
schools prior to their opening.

 Public charter schools and private schools
 Majority of children are driven to school.

 Evaluated on a case by case basis for minimum criteria 
compliance.

 Private schools cover cost for installation and    
maintenance.



COUNCIL APPROVAL
 School zones must be enacted by ordinance per 

state law.

 School zones are not enforceable without 
supporting ordinance.

 Provide school zone ordinance revisions/changes 
in a public hearing at least once a year.

 Work orders issued after second reading and 
approval of school zone ordinance revisions.
 Work performed during the summer.



QUESTIONS?


