
CITY OF SAUSALITO

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAUSALITO
ADDING CHAPTER 13.33 “SIDEWALK VENDORS” AND AMENDING
SECTION 13.20.010 “PEDDLER” DEFINITION FOR CONSISTENCY

WHEREAS, effective January 1, 2019, Senate Bill 946 added sections 51036-51039 to 
the California Government Code, limiting municipal regulation of sidewalk vendors to those found 
in SB 946 or those directly related to health, safety, or welfare concerns; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to regulate the activities of sidewalk vendors consistent with 
State law and as necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare; and

WHEREAS, the Sidewalk Vendor Ordinance (the “Ordinance”) is consistent with SB 946 
and the City Council finds that the regulations contained therein are directly related to the 
objectives of protecting the public’s health, safety, and welfare; and

WHEREAS, although the permanent population of Sausalito is relatively small at 
approximately 7,000 people, thousands of tourists visit the City each year, causing significant 
pedestrian, vehicle, bicycle, and scooter congestion on public rights-of-ways, sidewalks, and 
parks; visitors to Sausalito concentrate in several areas of the City, including the “downtown area”, 
causing notable congestion and high pedestrian and bicycle volume; and

WHEREAS, the regulations in the Ordinance restricting sidewalk vending in certain areas 
are directly related to addressing the health, safety, and welfare concerns of congestion caused by 
visitors, help ensure the smooth flow of pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicle traffic, and preserve the 
City’s character; and

WHEREAS, the regulations in the Ordinance, including but not limited to those regarding 
minimum sidewalk widths, distance requirements, and sidewalk vending receptacle sizes are 
necessary to ensure compliance with the Federal American with Disabilities Act of 1990 (Public 
Law 101-336) and other disability access standards, ensure free flow of pedestrian and vehicle 
traffic, and provide timely emergency access; and

WHEREAS, the regulations in the Ordinance restricting sidewalk vending in the 
immediate vicinity of any farmers’ market, swap meet, special event, or any event pursuant to a 
special events permit or other temporary special use permit within the City, is directly related to 
the public health, safety, and welfare by reducing an undue concentration of commercial activities 
in one area, reducing pedestrian and traffic congestion, and ensuring the smooth flow of traffic; 
and



Ordinance No. 2019-
City of Sausalito
Page 2 of 8

WHEREAS, the regulations in the Ordinance are necessary to prevent the undue 
concentration of commercial activity that unreasonably interferes with the City’s scenic, natural 
beauty, and character; and

WHEREAS, the Ordinance will protect and promote the public health, safety, and general 
welfare of residents, and preserve the unique characteristics and aesthetic quality of the City, while 
facilitating small business entrepreneurship; and

WHEREAS, the Ordinance is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (“CEQA”) per CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), as it can be seen with certainty 
that the Code Amendments will have no significant effect on the environment.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAUSALITO DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Findings.  The facts, findings, and conclusions set forth above are true and 
correct and incorporated herein as findings.

SECTION 2. Amendment.  A new Chapter 13.33 of the Sausalito Municipal Code is 
hereby added to read as follows:  

Chapter 13.33 Sidewalk Vendors

13.33.010  Purpose.  The purpose of this chapter is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare 
by requiring all sidewalk vendors to obtain a valid sidewalk vending permit, and reasonably 
regulating sidewalk vendors consistent with State law.  

13.33.020. Definitions.  The following words and phrases, whenever used in this chapter, are 
defined as follows:

A. “Downtown Area” means those areas of public property within 539 Bridgeway and 833 
Bridgeway and those public streets and public rights-of-way east of Bridgeway (Tracy Way, Bay 
Street, Anchor Street, and Humboldt Street) and west of Bridgeway on Princess Street up to 62 
Princess Street.

B. “Farmers’ Market” means a farmers’ market as defined and operated pursuant to California 
Food and Agriculture Code chapter 10.5, as may be amended.

C.  “Residential Zone” means those districts designated in the City’s Zoning Code for residential 
use, including any mixed use districts such as the CR Zone.

D. “Roaming Sidewalk Vendor” means a Sidewalk Vendor who moves from place to place and 
stops only to complete a transaction.
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E. “Sidewalk Vending” means the act of selling food or merchandise from a pushcart, stand, 
display, pedal-driven cart, wagon, showcase, rack, or other non-motorized conveyance, or from 
one’s person, upon a public sidewalk or other pedestrian path

F. “Sidewalk Vendor” means a person engaged in Sidewalk Vending.

G. “Sidewalk Vending Receptacle” means a pushcart, stand, display, pedal-driven cart, wagon, 
showcase, rack, or other non-motorized conveyance used for sidewalk vending activities.  

H. “Sidewalk Vending Permit” means a permit issued in accordance with Section 13.33.030 of 
this Chapter.

I. “Special Event” shall mean those events permitted to Chapter 17.32 and any other City permitted 
event including, but not limited to, festivals, art shows, and/or other cultural events.

J. “Stationary Sidewalk Vendor” means a Sidewalk Vendor who vends from a fixed location. 

13.33.030  Sidewalk Vending Permit Required.

A.  All Sidewalk Vendors operating within the City require a valid Sidewalk Vending Permit.  The 
requirement of a Sidewalk Vending Permit shall be in addition to the requirement for a business 
license from the City, and any licenses or other requirements mandated by Federal, State, or local 
agencies, including the County of Marin Environmental Health Services Department.  One 
Sidewalk Vendor is allowed per permit.

B.  A Sidewalk Vending Permit is nontransferable and shall expire one year after its issuance.   

C.  An application for a Sidewalk Vending Permit shall be on a form provided by the City and 
must be accompanied by a nonrefundable processing fee in an amount established by City Council 
resolution.  The application shall include at a minimum, the following:

1.  The legal name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address of the applicant.  If the 
applicant is an agent of an individual, company, partnership, corporation, or other entity the 
application shall include the name and business address of the principal and any owners of the 
company, partnership, corporation, or other entity.

2.  A description of the food or merchandise offered for sale.

3.  A description of the area(s) where the applicant intends to operate, and whether the 
applicant will be a stationary or roaming sidewalk vendor.
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4.  A valid California seller’s permit number pursuant to Revenue and Taxation Code 
section 6067.

5.  If the applicant will sell food or food products, proof of a valid Mobile Food Facilities 
permit from the Marin County Environmental Health Services Department.

6.  A copy of a valid California’s driver’s license or identification card, a taxpayer 
identification number, or a social security number.  Such information shall not be disclosed and 
will remain confidential, unless required to comply with a State or Federal law or court order.

7.  A signed acknowledgement that the applicant will comply with all local, State, and 
Federal laws.

8.  A signed certification that to the best of the applicant’s knowledge, all information in 
the application is true and correct.

9.  A signed acknowledgement that the use of public property as authorized by the Sidewalk 
Vending Permit is at the applicant’s sole risk, and an agreement by the applicant to defend (with 
counsel acceptable to the City in its discretion), indemnify, release, and hold harmless the City, its 
elected and appointed officials, officers, and employees from and against all claims, demands, 
obligations, damages, actions, suits, losses, judgments, and costs (including without limitation 
attorneys’ fees) of every kind arising from or in any way related to the Sidewalk Vending Permit 
or sidewalk vending activities.  

10.  The applicant is required to maintain liability insurance as reasonably required by the 
City.

13.33.040  Issuance of a Sidewalk Vending Permit.  Within thirty (30) days of receiving a complete 
application, the Community Development Director, or designee, may issue a Sidewalk Vending 
Permit with appropriate conditions, if it is determined that:

1.  The Sidewalk Vendor will not unduly interfere with traffic or pedestrian movement, 
interfere with or endanger the public peace, or otherwise be detrimental to the health, safety, and 
general welfare of the public; and

2.  The Sidewalk Vending activities will not cause a violation of the American with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-336) or other disability access standards; and

3.  The Sidewalk Vendor has satisfied all requirements of this chapter.  

13.33.050  Sidewalk Vendor Operating Conditions.  All Sidewalk Vendors are subject to the 
following operating conditions:
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1.  Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, stationary Sidewalk Vendors and Roaming 
Sidewalk Vendors may conduct business only on public sidewalks in the public right-of-way or 
on designated pedestrian paths in public parks.  

2.  No obstruction may be placed on a sidewalk that would reduce the width of the sidewalk 
to less than forth-eight (48) inches.  

3.  Stationary Sidewalk Vendors shall only be located on public sidewalks and pedestrian 
paths of not less than ten (10) feet in width.  

4.  Sidewalk Vendors in Residential Zones may operate between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
7:00 p.m., or sunset, whichever is earlier.  

5.  Sidewalk Vendors in commercial zones may operate between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m.

6.  Sidewalk Vendors in any public park may operate only during the hours the park is 
open.

7.  A Sidewalk Vendor shall be located no closer than twenty (20) feet from another 
Sidewalk Vendor.

8.  No Sidewalk Vending is allowed in any park where the City has a signed agreement 
with a concessionaire for the exclusive right to sell food or merchandise in the park.   

9.  No Sidewalk Vendor shall sell alcohol, tobacco or tobacco products, electronic vaping 
products, marijuana, or weapons (including knives, guns, or explosive devices), or any products 
relating thereto.

10.  Stationary Sidewalk Vendors are responsible for the cleanliness of the area within ten 
(10) feet of their operations.  Stationary Sidewalk Vendors must make available appropriate trash 
and recycling receptacles sufficient to provide for the collection of the materials generated by the 
Sidewalk Vending activity, must dispose of all collected waste appropriately, and may not dispose 
of such waste in public trash or recycling containers.  

11.  No Sidewalk Vending Receptacle shall use propane, natural gas, or other explosive or 
hazardous materials.  

12.  Sidewalk Vendors shall not leave Sidewalk Vending Receptacles unattended for any 
reason.

13.  Sidewalk Vending Receptacles shall not be stored on public property and shall be 
removed from City property when not in active use.  
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14.  Sidewalk Vending Receptacles and any attachments shall not exceed four (4) feet in 
height, three (3) feet in width, and four (4) feet in length.  

13.3.060  Prohibited Sidewalk Vending Locations.

1.  Stationary Sidewalk Vendors are prohibited in all Residential Zones within the City.

2.  Sidewalk Vendors are not allowed within two-hundred (200) feet of any farmers’
market, swap meet, or Special Event within the City, for the duration of the event.

3.  Sidewalk Vendors are not allowed in the Downtown Area.

13.33.070  Penalties.  

1.  Violations of this chapter shall not be prosecuted as an infraction or misdemeanor.

2.  Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, any person violating a provision of this 
chapter may be issued an administrative citation for a fine in the following amounts:

a. First Violation, $100.00.

b. Second violation, $200.00

c. Third violation and each additional violation within a year of the first 
violation, $500.00.

3.  The Community Development Director, or designee, may revoke a Sidewalk Vending 
Permit for the remainder of its term upon the fourth or subsequent violation of any provision of 
this chapter within one year of the permit’s issuance.   

4. In lieu of the fines set forth in Section 2 above, the penalty for Sidewalk Vending 
without a Sidewalk Vending Permit are:

a. First Violation, $250.00.

b. Second violation, $500.00

c. Third violation and each additional violation within a year of the first 
violation, $1000.00.

13.33.080  Appeals.  Appeals of administrative fine citations and/or revocation decisions under 
this chapter shall be conducted pursuant to Sausalito Municipal Code chapter 1.10, including and 
subject to the following provisions:
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1.  Upon receiving an appeal request under this section, the City shall give notice that the 
Sidewalk Vendor may request an ability-to-pay determination regarding administrative fines.

2.  The City shall accept payment of 20% of the fines in full satisfaction of the violation if 
the Sidewalk Vendor demonstrates an income level of 125% of the Federal poverty level.

SECTION 3. Amendment.  Sausalito Municipal Code section 13.20.010 is hereby amended 
to read as follows (new language in underline):  

A “peddler” means any person who goes from house to house, or from place to place, by any 
means in the City (by foot, bicycle, motorized vehicle, or otherwise) taking orders for or offering 
to sell or take orders for goods, wares and/or merchandise for present or future delivery, or for 
services to be performed immediately or in the future, whether such person has, carries, or exposes 
a sample of such goods, wares and merchandise or not and whether he or she is collecting advance 
payments on such sales or not.  A peddler does not include a Sidewalk Vendor, as that term is 
defined in Code section 13.33.020.

SECTION 4.  Severability.  If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause 
or phrase of this Ordinance, or any part thereof, is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or 
invalid or ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 
validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  The City Council hereby 
declares that it would have passed each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance irrespective of the fact that one or more sections, subsections, 
subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared unconstitutional or invalid or 
effective. To this end the provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable.  

SECTION 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days 
after the date of its passage.  Within fifteen (15) days following its passage, a summary of the 
ordinance shall be published with the names of those City Council members voting for and against 
the Ordinance and the City Clerk shall post in the office of the City Clerk a certified copy of the 
full text of the adopted Ordinance along with the names of the members voting for and against the 
Ordinance.

INTRODUCED AT A PUBLIC HEARING on _____________, 2019, and adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Sausalito City Council on ________________, 2019 by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

APPROVED:___________________________
Joe Burns, Mayor

ATTEST:_______________________________ 
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Serge Avila, City Clerk


