
Last update: 2/22/2019 

 

AB 1118 (Rubio) 
The Livable Communities Act 

 
Bill Summary 

AB 1118 will establish California as a livable state for 
all ages by joining AARP’s Network of Age-Friendly 
States and Communities and requiring the Office of 
Planning and Research to revise existing long-range 
planning and research policies and goals of the 
General Plan to include elements of the domains of 
livability developed by the World Health 
Organization.    
 
Background 

AARP’s Public Policy Institute has found that 87 
percent of adults age 65 and older want to stay in 
their current home and community as they age. 
However, California’s General Plan lacks a 
comprehensive strategy to promote the building of 
communities that allow their residents to “age in 
place.” California is already a national leader in 
building healthy communities and promoting equity 
through the Sustainable Growth Council under the 
auspices of the Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research, which is responsible for developing and 
updating General Plan guidelines. While the State’s 
General Plan does mention California seniors, this 
population of older adults is completely left out of 
the conversation when it comes to planning for the 
future of the state.  
 
If the general plan allows a community to create a 
vision for its future, then the State General plan 
should be the vision for California’s future. In 
statute, a general plan is presented as a collection of 
“elements’ or topic categories (Gov. Code 65302).  
These elements include: land use, circulation, 
housing, conservation, open spaces, noise, safety, 
environmental justice, and air quality. Other optional 
elements identified by each community are health, 
equity, community development, water, climate 
change, and resiliency. 
 
Existing Law 

Existing law requires the Office of Planning and 
Research to implement various long-range planning 
and research policies and goals that are intended to, 
among other things, encourage the formation and 
proper functioning of local entities and, in  

 
 
 
 

 
 
connection with those responsibilities, to adopt 
guidelines for the preparation and content of the 
mandatory elements require in city and county 
general plans. 
 
Details of the Bill 

Specifically, this bill amends Section 65040.2 of 
Government Code adding that commencing January 
1, 2020 and upon the next revision of the guidelines 
developed by the Office of Planning and Research, 
the guidelines shall be amended to include elements 
of the domains of livability developed by the World 
Health Organization.  
 
These domains address specific components of 
livability issues not only facing California’s senior 
population, but also communities as a whole. The 
eight domains as developed by the World Health 
Organization are: 

 
1. Outdoor spaces and buildings 
2. Transportation 
3. Housing 
4. Social Participation 
5. Respect and Social Inclusion 
6. Civic Participation and Employment 
7. Communication and Information 
8. Community and Health Services 

 
These domains provide insight, examples of best 
practices, data, and recommendations for improving 
livability, combating ageism, enabling autonomy, and 
supporting healthy aging for all. 
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AARP (Sponsor) 
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