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Overview 

 Park City was honored by Smart Cities Connect and US Ignite for our work to 
reduce water loss and better understand and track water pressure. 

 Specifically we were given a Smart 50 Award, honoring 50 of the most 
transformative smart projects each year.    

 
 
Background 

 Park City maintains a complex network of pressure reducing valves to provide 
water at the right pressure to our residents.   

 The majority of these pressure zones are not actively monitored by 
instrumentation.   Instead we rely on monthly in person checks at approximately 
50 pressure reducing station to ensure that those pressure reducing valves are 
operating correctly.    

 Over pressure events have both direct and indirect impacts on our customers.  
Over pressure can cause customer side infrastructure to weaken and fail, leading 
to direct customer costs. These events also can weaken City infrastructure, 
shortening its life and requiring earlier replacement, indirectly increasing the cost 
of water service.   

 Traditional pressure sensors required installing 120 volt power connection, 
SCADA panels(e.g. computer infrastructure), sensors and network connectivity to 
each pressure reducing and was estimated at $40,000 - $50,000 a site plus 
meaningful ongoing operational costs.  This was determined to be cost 
prohibitive.   

 Park City was able to leverage the community’s investment in our remote meter 
reading system [a $~2 million investment in 2009], the same system we use to 
bill our customers and provides data to the watersmart portal, to provide pressure 
data at around $1,000 a site in parts. This made this active online monitoring 
attainable.  

 Park City has tested this setup at two pressure reducing sites, with positive 
results and received this award based of that effort.   

 Based on those positive results we have identified 24 sites that will receive this 
pressure monitoring in 2019.   

 This deployment will help reduce over pressure events, reduce costs over the 
long term, and also help the City reduce water loss.    

https://spring.smartcitiesconnect.org/
https://www.parkrecord.com/news/park-city-hotel-suffers-extensive-damage-as-water-line-breaks/


 This effort was recognized by Smart Cities Connection, co-located with the 
National Science Foundation and US Ignite.   

 A short video interview on the project is available here.   

https://vimeo.com/329440848

