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A. 4403, by M. of A. McDonald 

S. 1864, by Sen. Gaughran 

AN ACT to amend the real property tax law, in relation to the redemption of real property subject to a 
delinquent tax lien 

The Conference of Mayors has considered this legislation and recommends that it be approved by the 
State Legislature.  This bill would shorten the redemption period for tax delinquent properties under 
certain circumstances.   
 
Perhaps the most intractable economic and community development challenge for local government 
officials is abandoned properties.  At a minimum, abandoned properties blight the community because 
no one is performing basic maintenance and upkeep.  Unless the abandonment is addressed, these 
properties quickly become much more serious problems for the community, threatening the public’s 
health and safety until they ultimately need to be demolished, usually at taxpayers’ expense. 

Compounding this problem is the fact that many of these properties linger in this abandoned state for 
not just months, but years, blighting the community, depressing surrounding property values, and 
stressing municipal resources that must be dedicated to deal with these nuisance properties.  
Unfortunately, the challenge of dealing with abandoned properties has proven to be intractable for 
most local governments because New York State law allows abandoned properties to linger in a state 
of unaccountability for years, and sometimes decades. 

This legislation would amend Real Property Tax Law § 1110 to shorten the redemption period for tax 
delinquent properties that have been found to be abandoned pursuant to a newly added section, Real 
Property Tax Law § 1111-a, which would establish a procedure for certifying that a property is 
abandoned. If adopted, this legislation would prevent further deterioration of abandoned properties, 
thereby mitigating the impacts on surrounding properties and the communities in which they are 
located.  

For the foregoing reasons, the Conference of Mayors supports this legislation and recommends its 
enactment into law. 
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