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SUMMARY

“Wildfire poses the greatest risk to human life and property in Marin County’s densely 
populated wildland urban interface (WUI), which holds an estimated 69,000 living units.  
Marin County is home to 23 communities listed on the California Department of 

Forestry and Fire Protection’s (CAL FIRE) Communities at Risk list, with approximately 
80% of the total land area in the county designated as having moderate-to-very-high fire 
hazard severity ratings. This is further complicated by the fact that national fire 
suppression policies and practices have contributed to the continuous growth (and 
overgrowth) of vegetation, resulting in dangerous fuel loads. The county has a long fire 
history and has experienced many large wildfires over the past decades, several of 
which have occurred in the WUI.”1

“In response to these concerns, FIRESafe MARIN and the Marin County Fire 
Department led an effort to update and expand the Marin County Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan (CWPP). The purpose of a CWPP is to mitigate the risk of wild fires to 
communities, watersheds, infrastructures, and other at-risk human interests, through a 
collaborative process of planning, prioritizing, and implementing hazardous fuel 
reduction projects. CWPPs are authorized and defined in Title 1 of the Healthy Forests 
and Restoration Act, passed by Congress in 2003, and are intended to provide a 
collaborative framework that empowers stakeholders, community members, and 
residents to take a prominent role in reducing the wildfire threat to their communities.  
CWPPs are authorized and defined in Title I of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act, 
passed by Congress in 2003, and are intended to provide a collaborative framework 
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that empowers stakeholders, community members, and residents to take a prominent 
role in reducing the wildfire threat to their communities.”2

BACKGROUND

In 2015, CAL FIRE awarded FIRESafe MARIN a $123,200 grant from the SRA Fire 
Prevention Fee Fund to update the 2005 Marin County Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan, or “CWPP”.  The plan was completed and published in September 2016.  The 
CWPP is a living document; it is updated as science and data improve.

The Marin County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) is designed to help 
reduce the hazards associated with wildfire, through risk assessment and collaboration 
among diverse stakeholders. The CWPP has six primary goals woven in the plan:

1. Pre-fire planning.
2. Public education and outreach to promote and implement fire adapted 

community practices.
3. Vegetation management and fuel reduction at the county and community levels.
4. Reducing structural ignitability by promoting and enforcing building code, 

ordinances, and statutes.
5. Provide a framework for future collaboration that can be used to identify, 

prioritize, implement, and monitor hazard reduction activities throughout the 
County.

6. CWPP’s provide access to Federal and State grant funds.

Requirements for a CWPP
The Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 outlines three primary requirements 
for a CWPP:

1. Collaboration: When developing a CWPP, local and state officials must
meaningfully involve nongovernmental stakeholders and federal agencies
that manage land in the vicinity of the community.

2. Prioritized Fuel Reduction: A CWPP must identify and prioritize areas
for hazardous fuelreduction treatments and recommend the types and
methods of treatment that, if completed, would reduce community risk.

3. Treatment of Structural Ignitability: A CWPP recommends 
measures that homeowners and communities can take to reduce the
ignitability of structures throughout the plan area.

CWPP Benefits
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1. The process helps communities form relationships with fire agencies and land 
managers.

2. Fire hazard reduction projects identified in a CWPP receive priority for state and 
federal funding.

3. CWPPs can identify county or community level projects to deal with flammable
vegetation, or develop plans for fire hazard reduction around communities,

4. A CWPP identifies specific ways for communities to reduce structural ignitability (
e.g. 
replacing wood shake roofs, removing combustible vegetation, and enhancingbui
lding construction with fire resistant building materials).

Recommendations Based on 5 Key Goals
The CWPP promotes multiagency collaboration and cooperation for fire protection plan-
ning efforts.  As a living document, the CWPP will be reviewed and revised as needed.  
Plan recommendations were developed based on the goals and objectives identified 
through stakeholder input.  Plan recommendations are aimed at achieving five key 
goals: 

1. Continue to identify and evaluate wildland fire hazards.
2. Articulate and promote the concept of land use planning related to fire risk.
3. Support and participate in collaborative development and implementation of 

wildfire protection plans.
4. Increase awareness, knowledge, and actions to reduce human loss and property 

damage from wildfires.
5. Integrate fire and fuels management practices.

Fuels and Modeling
The CWPP provides Marin’s fire agencies and land managers with new technology to 
evaluate potential fuel reduction projects using improved fuel models and state-of-the-
art computer modeling to simulate wildfires both before and after fuels treatments and 
better identify future fuel treatment priorities.

Action Plan
The CWPP contains a list of action items based on the key goals and 
recommendations.  Each year, FireSafeMARIN and the Marin County Fire Chiefs 
Association (MCFCA) will request that stakeholders select and prioritize action items 
that they will work on.  Stakeholders will provide a status report of the action items that 
were worked on and accomplishments.

ALTERNATIVES
None

FISCAL IMPACT
NA



STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff Recommends Move to Receive the Marin County Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan Report.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 – What is a CWPP

PREPARED BY:     
Christian Tubbs, Fire Chief, Southern Marin Fire District
Christie Neill, Battalion Chief, Marin County Fire Department

REVIEWED BY:     
Mary Wagner, City Attorney
Yulia Carter, Administrative Services Director

SUBMITTED BY:
Adam W. Politzer, City Manager


