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Date:  April 4, 2019 
Type of Item:  Administrative 
 
Background:  In March 2018, the City Council directed staff to move through the process to 
request a narrowly defined, limited expansion of the use of the McPolin Farm to include small 
educational group tours of the Barn for adults and school groups. As a result, staff is  pursuing 
amendments to the  McPolin Farm Conditional Use Permit (CUP) through the Planning 
Commission.  
 
Significance: Over time, Council has generally supported  minimal increases in activation at 
the Farm in order to highlight  historical relevance and preservation accomplishments, sharing 
the Farm and McPolin family’s story and provide a better connection with area residents and 
visitors and our community’s past.  
 
Staff and the Friends of the Farm want to find a middle ground that allows the community to 
enjoy the recent historic renovation and preservation work, while at the same time preventing 
the Farm from being “overloved.” Small educational group tours of the Barn align with Council’s 
direction to pursue incremental activation goal and still consistent with preservation goals. The 
amendments to the CUP will bring the  governing land use documents up to speed with the 
2016 renovation of the McPolin Barn allowing for limited human occupancy.  
 
It is important to note that the City is not seeking to amend use of the site beyond the current 
allowance of up to twelve (12) one-day, Council sponsored special public events per year and 
existing conditions of approval, including transportation requirements for permitted events. 
 
Discussion: Staff wishes to inform the City Council that the McPolin Farm CUP amendments 
will go before the Planning Commission on April 24, 2019. Additionally, staff is planning tours for 
summer 2019. Tour days will be permitted as a Special Event with required transportation plans 
and walking/biking in summer months encouraged. Tours will be offered for a minimal fee on a 
standing day each month for four summer months. Tours will be approximately hour-long and 
conducted by volunteer docents or existing staff, with staff present for facility access and 
security.  
 
Staff will return to Coucil in fall / winter 2019 to report on Summer 2019 tours pilot program.  
 
Department review: Executive, Economic Development, Special Events, Trails & Open Space 
 
Attachments: 
A – March 8, 2018 McPolin Farm Update 
B – March 8, 2018 McPolin Farm Update Minutes 
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