
 
A PROCLAMATION OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF SAUSALITO 
REMEMBERING DONALD KEITH OLSEN 

 

 

WHEREAS, Don Olsen moved from Tulsa, OK to Sausalito in 1962, married Sandra, 
and raised three daughters while nurturing his lifelong love of Sausalito; and 

  

WHEREAS, Don started his architectural firm, Don Olsen & Associates, shortly after 
arriving here. He realized many projects in Sausalito, both residential and commercial, all with 
his eye for enduring design and a deep desire to complement the natural beauty of the town. He 
was known for his easy, non-confrontational way in getting projects through design review and 
rallying the community around important issues; and 

 

WHEREAS, Don’s persistence, imperturbable Midwestern grace, deep knowledge 
and passion for his vision of this community prevailed through many City Council meetings. His 
vision will have an enduring imprint on the character and vistas of Sausalito; and 

 

WHEREAS, Don embodied the values of inclusiveness, kindness and service. He 
welcomed new residents of all types and backgrounds to Sausalito and to his home. He was an 
active member of the St Mary’s Star of the Sea Church, where he donated his time and talent to 
lead the design of and help execute Church renovation projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, He was the longest standing member of the Sausalito Rotary Club, where 
he also donated many hours to designing and building Senior Housing projects. He was active in 
Sausalito politics, often attending Planning Commission and City Council meetings even when 
his designs were not on the agenda; and 

 

              WHEREAS, Don’s “uniform” of khaki pants, a denim top and his tools of the trade—a 
notebook, an architectural scale, and a pencil- was so iconic that the Rotary Club honored him on 
his 50th anniversary by having all members dress in the same “uniform.” With perfect posture 
molded by his ROTC background, he confidently walked the streets of Sausalito between his 
home, office and projects. If he wasn’t walking, he was driving his beloved 1956 Mercedes 
190SL—making him even more recognizable and memorable. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor of the City of Sausalito asks the citizens of Sausalito 
to again recognize the bountiful contribution that Donald Keith Olsen made to the City of 
Sausalito and its history, and join us in sending our thoughts and prayers to his family and those 
in the community that he impacted so deeply and touched so caringly. 

 

 
IN WITNESS THEREOF, I, Joe Burns, Mayor of the City of 
Sausalito have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
City of Sausalito to be affixed this 26th day of March, 2019. 

 
                    _______________________________ 
                              Mayor of the City of Sausalito  


