
STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: March 26, 2019

AGENDA TITLE: Approve ISC Second Agreement of Amendment--
Gas Detector

LEAD DEPARTMENT: DPW/Sewer

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

Adopt a Resolution Approving and Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Second 
Agreement of Amendment with Industrial Scientific Corporation (ICS) for Provision of an 
iNet™ Subscription for Industrial Hygiene Gas Detection and Related Equipment and 
Services (ISC Subscription) through March 2027, making the finding that it is special 
equipment needed to be compatible with existing equipment and to perform complex 
and unique functions in conformance with Sausalito Municipal Code Section 3.30.190, 
and approving a supplemental appropriation of $47,586.81 from the Sewer Enterprise 
Fund to enter into the agreement.

ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Approve an Agreement for a shorter duration (i.e. 48 months).
2. Direct Staff to prepare a Request for Proposals and seek other bids from other 

suppliers.

FISCAL IMPACT

The proposed Second Agreement of Amendment costs are $51,724.80 for a 96 month 
term ($46,192.32 for the ISC iNet™ auto-replenish program and $5,532.48 for the ISC 
iNet™ Confined Space Entry 4 Gas Detector Monitoring System).  If we make one lump 
sum payment up front, which Staff recommends, ISC will provide a one-time discount of 
8%, bringing the total cost to $47,586.81 and resulting in a savings of $4,137.99.

Also, the cost of entering into a 96 month agreement vs. two consecutive 48 month 
agreements would save the City $13,235.19. This comparison is based on the $30,411 
cost of the current 2015 - 48 month agreement, and conservatively does not consider 
any cost escalation when a 48 month agreement would expire.



Under the City’s purchasing ordinance these expenditures would not require City 
Council approval on an annual basis, however a multi-year lease would.  In addition, the 
sole source purchase of special equipment which is compatible with existing equipment 
and which performs a complex function also requires City Council approval (reference is 
made to Sausalito Municipal Code, Chapter 3, Section 3.30.190). Please see details in 
the following Background / Discussion / Summary section of this report.

It is proposed that funding for the procurement be from the Rental, Machinery and 
Equipment portion of Sewer Enterprise Fund (account 110-550-4000-442), which has
only $19,000 (approximately) available for expenditures as of March 3, 2019.  Staff 
recommends that the entire contract amount be encumbered this fiscal year. Therefore
a supplemental appropriation of $47,586.81 for this purpose is respectfully requested 
from the Sewer Enterprise Fund.

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION / SUMMARY

The City of Sausalito's Department of Public Works' personnel are routinely required to 
work in "confined spaces" as defined in chapter 29, section 1910.146 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations ("29 CFR 1910.146") as administered by the US Department of 
Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration ("OSHA") and the California 
Department of Industrial Relations' CalOSHA.  Certain confined spaces are designated 
as "permit-required"1. One of the many criteria that Staff is required to verify as safe 
prior to a worker entering a confined space (and for as long as the worker is in the 
confined space) is that the atmosphere the worker is exposed to is not hazardous.  
Specifically, that there is sufficient oxygen present and that the presence of certain 
hazardous constituents does not occur at a level that exceeds occupational health 
criteria such as a permissible exposure limits ("PELs").  

The following are examples of hazardous atmospheres:
• Flammable or explosive gas, vapor, or mist in a concentration greater 

than 10 percent of its lower flammable limit ("LFL") or lower explosive 
limit ("LEL").

• Atmospheric oxygen concentration levels below 19.5% (oxygen 
deficiency) or above 23.5% (oxygen enrichment) at sea level.

• Atmospheric concentration of any substance with an acutely toxic effect 
above its PEL, and any other atmospheric condition that is imminently 
dangerous to life and health ("IDLH").  Dangerous air contaminant levels 
for flammable atmospheres are defined as greater than 20 percent of the 
LEL. 

Currently the City of Sausalito utilizes an Industrial Scientific Corporation ("ISC") iNet™ 
Confined Space Entry 4 Gas Detector Monitoring System and the ISC iNet™ and 
Calibration Gas Auto-replenish Program (ISC Systems) under a short-term Lease 
Agreement.  The ISC Systems were selected on the basis of competitive proposals 

                                                
1 Title 8, California Code of Regulations, Subchapter 7. General Industry Safety Orders, Group 16. Control of 
Hazardous Substances, Article 108. Confined Spaces, Section 5157, https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/5157.html



solicited from ISC and BW Gasalertmax XT (via WECO and Global Medical and Safety).  
The ISC Systems selected during that process has been in use with the City since 
2011.  Staff recommends continuing to use the ISC Systems in order to perform the 
complex and unique functions of that equipment, to assure compatibility with existing 
equipment, to streamline the accounts payable processing associated with the ISC 
Systems lease, and to minimize the City's training and operational costs for the use of 
this type of equipment.  In addition, it should be noted that Staff has evaluated the 
warrantees, servicing obligations, and price and product performance of the ICS 
Systems, and has found that to be satisfactory for our needs.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

On the basis of Staff’s evaluation, it is recommended that the City Council accept Staff’s
determination that entering into the attached Second Agreement Amendment for the 
ISC Systems is in conformance with Municipal Code Chapter 3, Section 3.30.190 
“Special equipment/supplies – Sole source purchases – Bid exceptions” due to the 
special equipment needed to be compatible with existing equipment and needed to 
perform complex and unique functions, and that the purchase is found to be in the best 
public interest..

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1 -- Draft Resolution
Attachment 2 – Draft Second Agreement of Amendment to Existing Lease Agreement

PREPARED BY: Patrick A. Guasco, Sewer Systems Coordinator
REVIEWED BY: David Bracken, Interim Director of Public Works
REVIEWED BY: Yulia Carter Assistant City Manager/Administrative Services 
REVIEWED BY: Mary Anne Wagner, Esq., City Attorney
SUBMITTED BY: Adam W. Politzer, City Manager


