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CORTE MADERA TOWN COUNCIL
STAFF REPORT

TO Honorable Mayor and Members of the Town Council

Mario Fiorentini, Director of Recreation and Leisure Services

REPORT DATE: March 71,2019
MEETING DATE: March 19,2019

bvFROM:

SUBJECT: Public Hearing for Consideration and Possible Action to (1) Introduce Ordinance
No. 984 Amending Chapter 8.04 Of The Town Municipal Code To (A) Allow Dogs
On Leash In Public Park Areas Designated By Town Council By Resolution, (B)
Clarify That Leashed Dogs In Public Places Must Be Under A Person's Constant
Control, And (C) Make Other Nonsubstantive Changes; and (2) Adopt Resolution
No. 10/2019 Designating Those Public Park Areas In Which Dogs on Leash Are
Allowed

******#*

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

It is recommended that the Town Council discuss the proposed Ordinance No. 984 (Attachment 1),
take public comment and consider introduction of the Ordinance waiving further reading. Ordinance
No. 984 would amend Chapter 8.04 of the Town Municipal Code to (a) allow dogs on leash in public
park areas designated by Town Council by resolution, (b) clarify that leashed dogs in public places
must be under a person's constant control, and (c) make other nonsubstantive changes.

BACKGROUND and DISCUSSION:

Since 2016, the Parks and Recreation Commission and staff have been engaged in an ongoing
conversation about the potential of a dog park. In late 2016 and early 2017, the commission worked
with the consulting group MIG to look at feasible locations for a dog park in Corte Madera. Upon a
recommendation from MIG for a location along the Pixley parking lot in Town Park, the commission
chose to take no action at that time.

1n2018 the Parks and Recreation Commission began discussions regarding animals in the park. This
was in response to voiced interest in a community dog park. With no appropriate place to develop a
new dog park, the commission thought it appropriate to introduce the idea of making
recommendations to amend the Town ordinances to allow for dogs on leash in Town parks. A
question regarding the ordinance amendment was included in the Parks and Recreation Department
2018 Fall Survey; the results of which revealed that there was equal support among the public, both
to amend the ordinance as well as keep it intact as is.

The commission voted at its January 2019 meeting to recommend to Town Council that the Town
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Code be amended to allow for dogs to be on leash in Town parks, mirroring the ordinance that the
City of Larkspur has in place.

If adopted by Council, the ordinance attached to this report would amend the code to allow dogs on
leash in those Town park areas the Town Council designates by resolution. The proposed ordinance
would also amend the Town Code to make clear that dogs on leash in any public place within the
Town must be in a person's constant control, and to make a variety of nonsubstantive clarifying
changes to the code. All of these changes are shown in redline in Attachmerrt2.

Additionally, staff recommends that Council adopt the proposed resolution included with this report
as Attachment 3, to designate that dogs on leash will be allowed at all outdoor Town owned park
areas except the following: fenced in playgrounds, tennis courts, basketball courts, and skate parks.

If adopted, the proposed resolution would not take effect unless and until proposed Ordinance No.
984 takes effect.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Adoption of the proposed ordinance and resolution may have a minor fiscal impact to the Town of
Corte Madera. Enforcement from the Central Marin Police Authority would be necessary for the
updated ordinance. Additionally, the Town will incur the cost of manufacturing and installing
signage at Town parks to alert members of the public which outdoor park areas dogs on leash are
allowed.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT:

Adoption of this Ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15061 because it can be seen with certainty that there is no
possibility that adoption of the ordinance may have a significant effect on the environment. (14 Cal.
Code Regs. $ 15061(3).

OPTIONS:

1. Waive first reading and introduce the Ordinance and adopt the Resolution as presented
2. Propose modifications to any of the components of the proposed ordinance or resolution, or

request additional time for further public outreach, and direct staff to return for introduction
of the ordinance and adoption of the resolution at alater date.

3. Take no action at this time

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment I - Draft Ordinance No. 984
Attachment 2 - Redline version of Ordinance No. 984
Attachment 3 - Draft Resolution No. 10/2019

THIS ITEM HAS BEEN REVIEwED AND APPROVED BY THE TowN MANAGER.
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ATTACHMENT 1

Draft Ordinance No. 984
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ORDINANCE No. 984

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
AMENDTNG CHAPTER 8.04 OF THE TOWN MUNTCIPAL CODE TO (A) ALLOW

DOGS ON LEASH IN PUBLIC PARK AREAS DESIGNATED BY TOWN COUNCIL BY
RESOLUTION, (B) CLARIFY THAT LEASHFD DOGS IN PUBLIC PLACES MUST BE

UNDER A PERSON'S CONSTANT CONTROL, AND (C) MAKE OTHER
NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES

WHEREAS, the Town's municipal code sections referring to animals in Town parks were last
updated in 1981 ; and

WHEREAS, in 2018 the Parks and Recreation Commission began discussions regarding animals
in the park; and

WHEREAS, the Commission voted at its January 2019 to recommend to Town Council that the
Town Code be amended to allow dogs to be on leash in Town parks.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.

Corte Madera Municipal Code Title 8, Chapter 8.04 is hereby amended to read as follows

8.04.010 Adoption of county code.

Pursuant to Section 50022.9 of the California Government Code or its successor statute, the
Marin County Animal Services Ordinance, as set forth in Title 8, Chapter 8.04 of the Marin
County Municipal Code and as amended from time to time, is adopted by reference except as
otherwise provided in this Chapter, and the same shall be in full force and effect within the town.

8.04.020 Control of dogs-Leash requirement.

It is unlawful for a person having ownership, custody or control of any dog to suffer or
permit the same upon any street, sidewalk or other public place, unless such dog is both (1)
restrained by a leash of sufficient length to enable such person to maintain constant control of
such dog and (2) under the constant control ofsuch person.

8.04.025 Prohibiting Animals in Public Parks Except Dogs on Leash.

It is unlawful for a person having ownership, custody or control of any animal to permit the animal
to be in any public park; provided, however, that subject to section 8.04.020 dogs are permitted in
those public park areas that may be designated by Town Council by resolution.

8.04.026 - Service Animals.
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This Chapter shall not be applied to interfere with the ability of any service animal to perform its
intended service functions for a person with disabilities within the meaning of the American with
Disabilities Act.

8.04.028 - Dog feces.

No person having ownership, custody or control of any dog shall permit, either willfully or
through failure to exercise due care to control, such dog to do any of the following:

(1) Defecate or urinate on private properties in the neighborhood or community, other than
of the owner or the person having custody or control of the animal;

(2) Defecate on public property without immediately cleaning or removing the excrement to
a proper receptacle.

8.04.030 - Penalty for violation.

Any person violating within the town any of the provisions of Sections8.04.180, 8.04.181,
8.04.240,8.04.245 and8.04.246 of Title 8, Chapter 8.04 of the Marin County Municipal Code is
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be subject to punishment by a fine of
not more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not
exceeding six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Any person violating within the
town any other provisions of Title 8 of the Marin County Municipal Code that do not conflict
with this Chapter, andlor Section 8.04.025 andlor Section 8.04.028 of the town's code is guilty of
an infraction and upon conviction thereof shall be punished in accordance with California
Government Code Section 36900(b), as it may be amended from time to time.

8.04.040 - Goose management exception.

Notwithstanding any other provisions set forth or incorporated by reference into this
chapter, it shall not be a violation of this chapter for any person to allow or permit any dog to run
at large or be unleashed in any public park during the course of providing goose management
services for the benefit of the public in accordance with the terms of an agreement entered into
with the town.

SECTION 2: Severabilitv.

The Town Council hereby declares every section, paragraph, sentence, clause and phrase is
severable. If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause orphrase of this ordinance is for anyreason
found to be invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity, or unconstitutionality shall not affect the
validity or constitutionality of the remaining sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases.

SECTION 3: Inclusion in the Corte Madera Municipal Code.

It is the intention of the Corte Madera Town Council that the text in Section 2 be made apart of the
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Corte Madera Municipal Code and that the text may be renumbered or re-lettered and the word
"Ordinance" may be changed to "Section", "Chapter", or such other appropriate word or phrase to
accomplish this intention.

SECTION 4: Effective date.

This Ordinance shall go into effect thirty (30) days from its adoption.

SECTION 5: Postine.

The Town Clerk shall cause a summary of this ordinance to be published in the Marin Independent
Joumal within 5 days prior to passage and within l5 days after passage.

This ordinance was introduced on the 19th day of March, 2019, and adopted on the _day of
2019, by the following vote:

****d(***

Town Council Members:
Town Council Members:
Town Council Members:
Town Council Members:

BOB RAVASIO, MAYOR

REBECCA VAUGHN, TOWN CLERK

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

APPROVE:

ATTEST:
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ATTACHMENT 2

Redline Version of Draft Ordinance No. 984
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ORDINANCE No. 984

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
AMENDTNG CHAPTER 8.04 OF THE TOWN MUNTCTPAL CODE TO (A) ALLOW

DOGS ON LEASH IN PUBLIC PARK AREAS DESIGNATED BY TOWN COUNCIL BY
RESOLUTION, (B) CLARIFY THAT LEASHED DOGS IN PUBLIC PLACES MUST BE

UNDER A PERSON'S CONSTANT CONTROL, AND (C) MAKE OTHER
NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES

WHEREAS, the Town's municipal code sections referring to animals in Town parks were last
updated in 1981; and

WHEREAS, in 2018 the Parks and Recreation Commission began discussions regarding animals
in the park; and

WHEREAS, the Commission voted at its January 2019 to recommend to Town Council that the
Town Code be amended to allow dogs to be on leash in Town parks.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.

Corte Madera Municipal Code Title 8, Chapter 8.04 is hereby amended to read as follows:

8.04.010 Adoption of county code.

Pursuant to Section 50022.9 of the California Government Code or its successor statute, the
MarinCountyAnimal,asSetforthinTitle8,Chapter8.04

of the Marin Countv Municioal Code. and as amended from time to time,
is adopted by reference except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, and the same shall be in
full force and effect within the town.

8.04.020 Control of dogs-Leash requirement.

It is unlawful for *e-evme+sra person having ownership. custody or control of any dog to
suffer or permit the same upon any street, sidewalk or other public place, unless such dog is both
(1) restrained by a leash of sufficient length to enable such person to maintain constant control of
such dog and (2) under the constant control ofsuch person._

8.04.025 Prohibiting Animals in Public Parks Except Doss on Leash.

It is unlawful for the-or,vnerer- a person having ownership, custody or control of any animal
o permit the same-4g[rn4!_to be

in any public park; provided. however
public park areas that ma), be designated by Town Council b)' resolution.
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8.04.026 Service Animals.

@ion
This Chanter shall not be annlied to interfere with the abilitv of anv service animal to nerform its
intended service functions for a nerson with ties within the meanins of the American with
Disabilities Act.
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8.04.028 - Dog feces.

No ev*ne+orperson having ownership. ehargq custody or control of any dog shall permit*ueh-
dog, either willfully or through failure to exercise due care to control, such dog to do any of the
following:

(1) Defecate or urinate on private properties in the neighborhood or community, other than
of the owner or the person having custody or control of the animal;

(2) Defecate on public property without immediately cleaning or removing the excrement to
a proper receptacle.

8.04.030 - Penalfy for violation.

Any person violating within the town any of the provisions of Sections 8=0@8.04.180,
8.04.181,8.04.240,8.04.245 and8.04.246 of Title 8, Chapter 8.04 of the Marin CountyA+imal-
een+refMUUigipal_Code is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be subject
to punishment by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in the county
jail for a period not exceeding six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Any person
violating within the town any other provisions of Title 8 of the Marin County Municipal Code_
that do not conflict with this Chapter, andlor Section 8.04.025 andlor Section 8.04.028 of the
town's code is guilty of an infraction and upon conviction thereof shall be punished in
accordance with Califomia Government Code Section 36900(b), as it may be amended from time
to time.

8.04.040 - Goose management exception.

Notwithstanding any other provisions set forth or incorporated by reference into this
chapter, it shall not be a violation of this chapter for any persoryS+mp+entity to allow or permit
any dog to run atlarge or be unleashed in any public park during the course of providing goose
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management services for the benefit of the public in accordance with the terms of an agreement
entered into with the town.

SECTION 2: Severabilitv.

The Town Council hereby declares every section, paragraph, sentence, clause and phrase is
severable. Ifany section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase ofthis ordinance is for any reason
found to be invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity, or unconstitutionality shall not affect the
validity or constitutionality of the remaining sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases.

SECTION 3: Inclusion in the orte Madera Municinal Code.

It is the intention of the Corte Madera Town Council that the text in Section 2 be made apart of the
Corte Madera Municipal Code and that the text may be renumbered or re-lettered and the word
"Ordinance" may be changed to "Section", "Chapter", or such other appropriate word or phrase to
accomplish this intention.

SECTION 4: Effective date.

This Ordinance shall go into effect thirty (30) days from its adoption.

SECTION 5: Postine.

The Town Clerk shall cause a summary of this ordinance to be published in the Marin Independent
Journal within 5 days prior to passage and within 15 days after passage.

This ordinance was introduced on the 19th day of March, 20I9,and adopted on the _day of
_,2019, by the following vote:

**** **d.*

Town Council Members:
Town Council Members:
Town Council Members:
Town Council Members:

BOB RAVASIO, MAYOR

REBECCA VAUGHN, TOWN CLERK

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

APPROVE:

ATTEST:
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ATTACHMENT 3

Draft Resolution No. l0l20l9
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RESOLUTION NO. 10/2019

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CORTE MADERA
DESIGNATING TOWN PARK AREAS WHERE DOGS ON LEASH ARE ALLOWED

WHEREAS, Chapter 8.04.025 of the Town Municipal Code currently prohibits dogs
in all Town park areas; and

WHEREAS, on March 19,2019, the Town Council introduced Ordinance No. 984
amending Title 8 Chapter 8.04 of the Town Municipal Code to allow dogs on leash in those
Town public park areas that the Town Council specifically designates by resolution; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council seeks to maintain and foster public parks that are safe
and enjoyable for all users.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

Subject to the requirements of Chapter 8.04 of the Town Municipal Code, dogs on
leash shall be allowed at all outdoor Town public park areas except (1) fenced in playgrounds,
(2) tennis courts, (3) basketball courts, and (4) skate parks.

IT SHALL FURTHER BE RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

This resolution shall not take effect unless and until Ordinance No. 984 takes effect.

{< {<:F * :lr *

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the Town Council of the Town of Corte Madera duly introduced
and regularly adopted the foregoing resolution at a meeting held on the 19ft day of March, 2019 by the
following vote, to-wit:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

APPROVED:

Bob Ravasio, Mayor

ATTEST

Rebecca Vaughn, Town Clerk
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