
SARATOGA CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: March 20, 2019

DEPARTMENT: Community Development Department

PREPARED BY: Debbie Pedro, Community Development Director

SUBJECT: Mountain Winery Annexation Process

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Staff recommends that the City Council receive the report and provide direction to staff.

BACKGROUND:

On September 5, 2018, the City Council directed staff to provide an outline of the annexation 
process for The Mountain Winery. The Mountain Winery is located in unincorporated Santa Clara 
County on two contiguous parcels, APN 503-46-006 and 503-46-007.  One of the parcels (-006) 
is located outside of Saratoga’s Urban Service Area (USA) and within its Sphere of Influence 
(SOI) while the other parcel (-007) is located outside of both the USA and the SOI.
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503-46-006

APN#:
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DISCUSSION: 

In order to annex a property from the County into the City, the subject property must be located 
within the City’s USA.  As such, the annexation of The Mountain Winery will require LAFCO’s 
approval of amendments to Saratoga’s USA and SOI. 

USA and SOI Amendments
An USA amendment proposal may only be initiated by City Council resolution.  Each city is 
limited to one USA amendment application per calendar year.  A SOI amendment application may 
be filed by any person/entity or local agency.  The following is an abbreviated list of submittal 
requirements for the USA and SOI amendments:

1. Council Resolution
2. Letter of request stating the reason for the amendment and why it is necessary at this time
3. Map depicting properties in the proposal territory as well as City, USA and SOI boundaries
4. Environmental documentation per CEQA
5. Plan for providing services to the affected territory including water, sewer, solid waste, fire, 

police, etc.
6. Fiscal Impact Report analyzing the impacts of the proposal on the affected agencies
7. Filing fee of $13,758.00 deposit plus actual costs

Once the application is filed and deemed complete by LAFCO, a hearing will be scheduled for 
review by the LAFCO board which holds meetings every other month. 

Annexation
An annexation proposed within a city’s urban service area and initiated by city resolution is not 
subject to LAFCO approval, but by the City Council of the appropriate city. After the City Council 
hearing and approval process, the proposal is forwarded to LAFCO staff for finalization and 
recordation of a Certificate of Completion.

Per the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act of 2000 (California Government Code Section 56000, et 
seq.), an unincorporated area must be prezoned prior to annexation.  Prezoning establishes the 
zoning district which will apply in the event of annexation to the City. The parcel within the City’s 
SOI (-006) is currently prezoned R-OS (Residential Open Space). The parcel outside of the City’s 
SOI will have to be prezoned prior to annexation. The zoning classification will become effective 
and enforceable when annexation is approved, it will have no force or effect on the subject 
properties until that time.

It is estimated that the annexation process for The Mountain Winery, including preparation of the 
application, review by LAFCO staff, public notices and hearings, will take a minimum of 10-12 
months.  


