
Informal Report   
to Mayor and Council
Honorary Street Sign Toppers for East Pioneer Parkway
City Council Meeting Date:   03-19-19

ISSUE
Brief the Mayor and City Council on the proposed honorary street sign toppers along Pioneer 
Parkway, which are an implementation item included in the Collins Street and Pioneer 
Parkway Design Guidelines project.

DISCUSSION
The Collins Street and Pioneer Parkway Design Guidelines were adopted in April of 2018 and
establish public and private realm design elements to highlight the area as a signature part
of the International Corridor, an area along Pioneer Parkway between Center Street at State 
Highway 360 identified in the New York Avenue Corridor Strategy and 99 Square Miles – the 
Comprehensive Plan. Completed in partnership with Tarrant County, these guidelines aim to 
enhance existing international business along the corridor, while increasing its visibility and 
identity as a local and regional destination. 

These design guidelines were completed with the input and feedback of a Community 
Stakeholder Group, the Tarrant County International Corridor Vision Committee, the Asian 
American Chamber of Commerce, and several individual interviews from local business 
owners and developers. Additionally, these design guideline recommendations were
presented to neighborhood groups within the study area for feedback prior to City Council 
consideration. 

One of the recommendations in the Design Guidelines was to create and install an honorary
street sign topper that would unify the International Corridor and provide a distinct identity 
for the area, while recognizing a historical figure important to the international community.  
The Design Guidelines included the attached conceptual design. Through a community 
outreach effort, the Vietnamese American Community of Tarrant County and the Asian 
American Chamber of Commerce gathered support to recognize General Tran Hung Dao on 
the honorary street sign topper and have requested installation of sign toppers at four 
intersections along the International Corridor.  A final conceptual design including General 
Dao’s name is attached.  Because Pioneer Parkway is a Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) corridor, TxDOT must approve any sign toppers prior to installation.  TxDOT has 
granted approval of the attached final design.

General Tran Hung Dao (1228-1300) was a statesman, military commander, and strategist.  
As commander-in-chief of the Vietnamese armed forces in the 13th century, General Dao 
promoted national unity and service to country and fellow citizens.  His treatise on national 
unity has become a classic in Vietnamese literature and he is honored in many Vietnamese 
communities and homes around the world.  In Arlington, there is a privately-owned
honorary statue of General Dao installed at Ben Thanh Plaza, at the southwest corner of 
New York Avenue and Pioneer Parkway.

Honorary street sign toppers do not change the official name of the street and do not affect 
addressing, navigation, mailing, or deliveries.
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Unless directed otherwise, staff will commence with fabrication and installation of the 
honorary street sign toppers at four proposed intersections in the corridor:  Center Street 
and Pioneer Parkway, Collins Street and Pioneer Parkway, New York Avenue and Pioneer 
Parkway, and Watson Road and Pioneer Parkway. A map of the proposed locations is 
attached. An unveiling ceremony for the street sign topper at New York Avenue and Pioneer 
Parkway will be planned in the coming weeks.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Attached: Support Letter from the Vietnamese American 

Community of Tarrant County

Original Sign Topper Concept from the Collins 
and Pioneer Parkway Design Guidelines 

Final Honorary Sign Topper Concept 

Map of Proposed Installation Locations

Under separate cover: None
Available in the City Secretary’s Office: None
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