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Council Agenda Form

MOTION # DRAFT # 5

DATE SUBMITTED: 

June 24, 2016

DATE TO GO BEFORE COUNCIL:

TBD

SUBMITTED BY: Haba, Lawrence, Paschall, Solomon 

DEPARTMENT: Legal, City Clerk, Legislative

TITLE OF MOTION: Hyattsville Charter Amendment 2015-03 (Qualifications of Voters)

RECOMMENDATION:
I move that the Mayor and Council direct the City Attorney to draft a Hyattsville Charter Amendment changing voter 
qualifications for Municipal Elections. Hyattsville residents who meet the following qualifications shall be eligible to 
register and to vote in all City elections, starting in 2017:

 Have the City of Hyattsville, Maryland as your primary residence;
 Have resided within the City of Hyattsville for at least 14 days;
 Not claim the right to vote elsewhere in the United States;
 Be at least 16 years old to vote;
 Not be under guardianship for mental disability or if you are, you have not been found by a court to be unable to 

communicate a desire to vote.
The City shall provide a voter registration application, and the Board of Supervisors of Elections of the City of Hyattsville
shall maintain a supplemental voter registry, separate from the list of registered voters in the City generated by the 
Prince George’s County Board of Elections. This supplemental voter registry shall include the names of residents who 
are registered to vote in City elections only. Residents who are not registered to vote with the State of Maryland may 
register to vote in Municipal elections up to and on the day of an election. Residents who register on the day of an 
election shall cast a provisional ballot, contingent on application approval by the City’s Board of Election Supervisors. 
Implementation of election-day registration shall take place no later than the 2019 Hyattsville municipal elections. 
Henceforth, the Board shall be required to certify the results of the election to the City Clerk within 10 days of the closing 
of the polls. The voter registration application shall contain an affidavit, which shall set forth the following information 
under penalty of perjury: (1) The voter’s name and residence address, including the street and number, (2) That the 
person is a qualified voter at the residence address given, (3) That his or her Hyattsville address is his or her primary 
residence, (4) That the person has lived in Hyattsville for at least 14 days, and (5) That the person is not an active voter
elsewhere in the United States. By signing the voter registration application, the applicant swears that all the information 
on the form is true. Anyone determined by the Board to have willfully signed any false application shall face similar 
penalties as those listed in § 8-13 of the Hyattsville Charter and Code, and the Board may remove such violators from 
the City’s list of registered voters. Applicants shall also be required to provide proof of residency, including name and 
address of habitation, in an official form such as, but not limited to, the following: pay stub, bank statement, or utility bill 
that verifies his or her residency; a Maryland Vehicle Administration identification number; an affidavit of cohabitation, or 
other forms of proof of residency determined to be acceptable by the Board. Board-approved forms of proof of residency 
shall, in the absence of evidence proving an applicant’s ineligibility to register with the City, meet the City’s proof of 
residency requirement. Anyone determined by the Board to have willfully signed any false affidavit of cohabitation on 
behalf of an applicant shall face similar penalties as those listed in § 8-13 of the Hyattsville Charter and Code. All 
Hyattsville residents who meet the City’s voter qualifications shall be eligible to serve as an election judge and serve on 
the City’s Board of Election Supervisors.
BACKGROUND:
Many of Hyattsville’s new and long-time residents are currently disenfranchised from voting in local elections. Of these 
residents, some are pursuing a legal path to citizenship, some have opted to retain their foreign citizenship, while others 
find themselves embroiled in an ineffective and unsettled Federal immigration system. According to CASA de Maryland, 
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approximately 15% of the City’s residents are immigrants, most of whom remain voiceless in municipal elections, despite 
sharing similar day-to-day experiences as their neighbors, such as paying taxes, relying on City services, supporting 
local businesses, and some having children who attend our local public schools.

Though Maryland ended noncitizen voting rights for state and federal elections in 1851, our state’s constitution 
recognizes the autonomy of local municipalities and localities to grant suffrage in local elections. As of 2012, six 
Maryland municipalities (Barnesville, Garrett Park, Glen Echo, Martin’s Additions, Takoma Park, and Somerset) allow 
noncitizens to vote in local elections. Hyattsville can join these municipalities by extending the vote to all of its residents 
who meet the qualifications listed in the motion language above. Such a change in voter eligibility will increase
representation and civic involvement in the City, and it will demonstrate that the City of Hyattsville values the day-to-day 
lives of all of its residents.
ANTICIPATED STAFF RESOURCES REQUIRED TO IMPLEMENT:

The Board of Supervisors of Elections of the City of Hyattsville will need to maintain a supplemental voter registry and 
address same-day voting applications. 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR / DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR COMMENT: (must be approved by City 
Administrator):  

_________________________________

Tracey Nicholson, City Administrator 

STRATEGIC GOALS AND ACTIONS:   

Goal 1 – Ensure transparent and accessible governance
Action 1.1 – Encourage resident participation in City committees, meetings, and elections
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION:

CURRENT YEAR BUDGET IMPACT: There is no current year budget impact. However, due to the Board’s 
recommendations, it is likely that the City will need to budget to hire a part-time Registrar in the 2017 budget.


