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Memo
To: Mayor and City Council

CC.        Tracey Nicholson, City Administrator 

From: Katie Gerbes, Community Planner  

Date: 14 September, 2017

Re: National Fitness Campaign Fitness Court & Grant Program 

This memorandum provides an update on Hyattsville’s participation in the National Fitness Campaign.  

The National Fitness Campaign (NFC) installs outdoor “fitness courts” in communities to provide safe
public spaces for residents to exercise. Fitness courts are installed in parks, along public trails and at other 
public facilities. The NFC was pre-approved to give out 50 grants to the first 50 cities to apply for a fitness 
court through their program.  In June 2017, Trent Matthias from the National Fitness Campaign reached 
out to the Mayor and the City staff and invited Hyattsville to apply.

We submitted our application in early June and on June 22, 2017, were informed that Fit Radio would 
provide a $10,000 grant towards the $90,000 cost of installing a Fitness Court. The City intends to apply 
for a Department of Natural Resources Community Parks and Playground grant to cover the remaining 
$80,000 cost.  The required funding could also be addressed in the FY2019 budget.   

The grant is nonbinding, but our application and acceptance shows the City’s commitment to moving 
forward and provides NFC resources to help with planning and installation. 

The staff is exploring potential sites, but our application tentatively listed Magruder Park as our proposed 
location given the spatial requirements of the Fitness Court, coupled with being on City owned property.  
This can be changed as we move through the process.  The application also asked the City to agree to 
several partnership initiatives, such as hosting an opening day celebration and promoting the use of the 
Fitness Court in social media platforms. 

If approved, the City will enter into an MOU with NFC for the fitness court to be installed in the 3rd or 4th 
quarter of CY2018.  
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