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Summary Recommendation 
Approve the appointment of Margaret Plane as Special Counsel pursuant to Municipal Code 
of Park City § 2-4-10. 
 
Background 
Following the resignation of the Assistant City Attorney earlier this year, the City Attorney 
evaluated temporarily extending existing contract services of outside counsel, filling the 
vacancy immediately by contract, or proceeding with a recruitment of the Attorney V position.  
As part of that evaluation with various municipal attorneys, a discussion ensued with Salt 
Lake City Attorney Margaret Plane regarding a possible immediate shift to Park City.  
Following an interview with Mayor Beerman, Plane tentatively agreed to a Special Counsel 
appointment subject to the advice and consent of the Park City Council.  The timing was an 
important factor as Plane desired to provide the Salt Lake City Mayor and City Council with 
as much notice as possible.     
 
Analysis 
If the appointment is approved, Plane will serve as Special Counsel to Park City under 
Municipal Code of Park City § 2-4-10.  “Special Counsel” is a position identified in Park City 
Municipal Code which authorizes the Mayor and Council to provide additional support to the 
City Attorney’s office. Unlike the independent special counsel that the United States Attorney 
General may appoint to investigate a criminal matter, Special Counsel under PCMC is an 
additional resource that the City Council may employ. The title “Special Counsel” is used by 
law firms (often to identify a specific relationship with the firm) and all levels of government 
(often to identify a specific role or expertise within the organization). 
 
Plane currently resides in Park City and has agreed to start on March 11, 2019. 
  
Plane will immediately split duties with the City Attorney consistent with Park City’s dynamic 
team leadership model. The move will allow the department to more efficiently adapt to 
service needs and to be more responsive to the community’s Critical Priorities. Plane’s 
responsibilities will include advising the Mayor, City Council and all Boards and 
Commissions, joining the Executive Team with the City Manager and Assistant City Manager, 
and significant project and litigation management. The move will allow the City Attorney, at 
the Mayor’s request, to focus more on land use and Community Development matters.  No 
other staff changes are anticipated.     
 
 
 



Funding Source  
Plane’s initial salary will be covered by existing funds within the City Attorney’s budget, 
primarily relying upon the current vacancy of the Assistant City Attorney V position.  Plane’s 
salary is proposed at $150,000, plus benefits.  The Mayor and City Attorney will propose 
long-term position as part of the City’s upcoming budget cycle. 
 
Attachments 
Attachment 1 – Bio Margaret Plane 
Attachment 2 – Park City Municipal Code § 2-4-10 
 
 
Attachment 1 – Bio Margaret Plane 
 
As the Salt Lake City Attorney, Margaret D. Plane advises the executive and legislative branches on 
all matters of city government. Before being appointed City Attorney, Ms. Plane represented the City 
in general civil litigation. She previously served as legal director of the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Utah, where she litigated civil liberties cases and directed the local organization’s lobbying 
activities. 
 
Ms. Plane is the Utah Delegate to the American Bar Association and the treasurer of the Aldon J. 
Anderson American Inn of Court. She chaired an Ethics and Discipline Committee screening panel; 
served as co-chair of the Utah Supreme Court Committee on the New Lawyer Training Program; and 
served as president of Women Lawyers of Utah. She has been recognized as Mentor of the Year 
(WLU); Young Lawyer of the Year (YLD); Committee of the Year (USB): and as a Fellow of the 
American Bar Association. 
  
After graduating from the S.J. Quinney College of Law at the University of Utah, Plane clerked for the 
Honorable Judge Pamela T. Greenwood on the Utah Court of Appeals. During law school, she served 
as managing editor of the Journal of Land, Resources, and Environmental Law.  She received a B.A. 
in Philosophy and German from Rollins College in Winter Park, Florida, and an M.A. in Philosophy 
from the University of Utah. 



 
Attachment 2 – Park City Municipal Code § 2-4-10 
 
2-4-10 City Attorney 
 
The Mayor, with the advice and consent of the Council, shall appoint a City Attorney to serve at the 
pleasure of the Mayor and Council. The City Attorney shall be an attorney at law, and must, during his 
tenure, be duly admitted to the practice of law in Utah. The City Attorney shall be the legal 
representative of the City and he or she shall advise the Mayor, City Council and City officials in 
matters relating to their official powers and duties and perform such other duties as the Mayor and 
City Council may prescribe by ordinance, resolution or otherwise. The Mayor, with the advice and 
consent of the City Council, may provide the City Attorney such assistance as the City Council may 
deem necessary, and may, on its own motion or upon request of the City Attorney in special cases, 
employ special counsel to serve under the direction of the City Attorney. The Mayor, with the advice 
and consent of the City Council, shall establish compensation for the City Attorney and special 
counsel. 
 

A. ATTORNEY DUTIES – CITY PROSECUTOR. An attorney assigned as public 
prosecutor for the City: 
 
1. may prosecute violations of City ordinances; 
 
2. may prosecute, under state law, infractions and misdemeanors occurring within 

the boundaries of the City; 
 

3. has the same powers in respect to violations as are exercised by a county 
attorney or district attorney, except that the City public prosecutor’s authority to 
grant immunity shall be limited to: 
 
a. granting transactional immunity for violations of City ordinances; and 
b. granting transactional immunity under state law for infractions and 

misdemeanors occurring within the boundaries of the City. 
 

4. shall represent the interests of the state or the City in the appeal of any matter 
prosecuted in any trial court by the City prosecutor; and 

 
5. may cooperate with the office of the Attorney General during investigations. 
 

HISTORY 
Amended by Ord. 09-24 on 7/9/2009 
 

https://parkcity.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=2-4-10_City_Attorney
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/parkcity/ordinances/documents/09-24.pdf

