
From: sandrabushmaker <sandrabushmaker@yahoo.com>  

Date: 2/18/19 4:02 PM (GMT-08:00)  

To: City_council@sausalito.gov  

Subject: Mudslides, foliage in power lines and erosion on Sausalito Blvd  

 

Dear Council: 
 

I watched this morning's emergency meeting.  And I endorse the Council's announced 
immediate plans to deal with this slide disaster.  I am grateful to the First responders 
and the prompt work done by City Staff on this disaster, and the Sausalito residents 
who helped each other.  I made calls to neighbors and they called me to check on my 
safety.  I know my neighbors.  
 

We need better geologic and foliage inspection and monitoring in the City. 
 

Just last Wed evening, 2/13/19,  we had our City's Disaster Preparedness Committee 
meeting.   During it, we discussed the EOS hierarchy presented by Mike McKinley.  We 
learned to let the staff and system do their job.  
 

We now have a committee, short one member who just resigned.  I am the alternate 
and would like to be moved to a regular member status. Joan Cox is our Council 
liaison.  
 

At that meeting, we also discussed the other problems on Sausalito Blvd. that I want to 
bring to your attention.   There have been rock slides of a size significant enough to 
damage a vehicle just this past week on 100-350 block of  Sausalito Blvd.   I personally 
moved the rocks in several areas out of the roadway on Wed 2/13, in the rain.  Another 
across the street neighbor, my vintage, clipped foliage away from gutters and hillside in 
the same area in the rain, the day before the slide in the 400 block.  
 

Earlier this month, my neighbor asked me who to call about the exposed tree roots 
(undermined by erosion) on the uphill side of the 100-300 block.  The tree branches 
attached to those roots hang over Sausalito Blvd.   I advised her to call Sausalito public 
works with my back up.   She did and they came out for a quick "look-see."  Nothing 
more has happened. And it has rained a lot more this past week.  
 

Not only are there slide issues, but there is foliage impingement on the road way, 
narrowing it,  and foliage entanglement in the power lines.   
 

If we have a slide or tree avalanche, egress and ingress will be blocked and power 
lines, internet lines will be downed.   Also NPS has trees high up on their property at the 
City border at 319-359  that are an issue as well.   
 

Last fall, I was able to make connection with the NPS and invited them to attend a DP 
meeting.  They had just enough budget to cut down one dead 60' tree on that ridge 
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containing a row of huge trees.  Those trees if felled or blown over are big enough to 
block Sausalito Blvd  ingress and egress. 
 

In my opinion, we have another side in the making in this area.   The soil that supported 
the trees immediately adjacent to Sausalito Blvd. is largely gone.  I have been 
discussing this and other foliage issues on Sausalito Blvd at almost every DP 
Committee meeting this past year, including the 2/13 meeting.  
 

A few months ago, PG&E came through and "nipped a few inches" of the foliage from 
the power wires, but did not clear the lines.  It was a pathetic effort. I talked to the PG&E 
workers about the insufficiency of their pruning efforts.  I reported it to the Committee. 
 

I live in the 300 block of Sausalito Blvd and heard the whole harrowing event at 3 a.m. 
2/14.  It's a tragic site. I witnessed the site immediately afterwards on 2/14 and again 
after the efforts/truck-handling of Maggora Gillotti.  For two days, they BACKED  their 
huge dump trucks UP Sausalito Blvd to the site for filling, then drove them forward 
downhill with a full load for dumping.  It was remarkable work done by MG.  
 

I see where sand bags had been placed in the past at the 406-408 site, uphill 
side.   There also appears to be some old masonry segments of wall, now exposed,  on 
the uphill side.   The history of the area needs examination. When the Waldo Grade and 
tunnels were done, I understand CalTrans dumped the tailings over the downhill side, 
now NPS property. 
 

That's enough for now.  I know you have a heavy agenda right now. 
 

Best regards,  
Sandra Bushmaker  
 

317 Sausalito Blvd  
Sausalito,  CA 

520 250 3719 
 

 

 


