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Recommendation  
Staff recommends Council review and discuss the following report specifically 
concerning the donation of platted lots for public open space. 
 
Background 
On December 20, 2018, staff presented a report for the donation of Solamere Lot 61 to 
City Council. City Council approved the donation and requested staff return in a later 
work session to discuss a policy related to the donation of platted lots for open space. 
City Council Minutes December 20, 2018 
 
Analysis 
As part of the Open Space program, Park City has received several property and/or 
conservation easement donations over the years. Donors have provided such gifts for 
varying reasons, including the preservation of view sheds and wildlife areas, in addition 
to, providing for public access.  
 
Because the City is recognized as a ‘qualified organization’ under section 170(c)(1) of 
the Internal Revenue Code, it is practical that the City receives such donations and 
donors of such charitable contributions expect a subsequent tax-deduction applicable if 
the gift is for a public purpose. https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-
organizations/charitable-contribution-deductions  
 
With this in mind, staff anticipates such donations will continue. 
 
At the December 20th Council meeting, the following concerns/comments/questions 
arose with donations of platted lots of record.  

 ‘Nothing is Free’- There are additional maintenance and/or HOA costs for the 
City 

 ‘Each parcel is different and we should have an evaluation process in place’ 

 ‘Isn’t this where we want development?’ 

 ‘This is an Open Space versus Housing Issue’ 

 ‘Is one parcel in the middle of a subdivision worth preserving?’ 
 
Donated parcels the City has accepted in the past 
As noted above property donations are an important aspect of the City’s Open Space 
program. Staff has provided a few examples of property gifts or donations over the 
years: Baingo Wortley Park Parcels, Florence Gillmor Round Valley Parcels, 
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Osguthorpe McPolin Barn properties and most recently, the 300 McHenry Conservation 
Easement and Division of Natural Resources McPolin Stream Corridor. While these are 
not specifically subdivision lots but provides an example of the importance of donations 
for both the City and perspective landowners. 
 
Trails and Open Space Department Input  
Staff finds that each open space property is unique and would request Council allow for 
each to be evaluated individually and without precedent to allow for the best possible 
outcome for the community. Additionally, staff does not find that donations of platted lots 
impact community affordability. Staff finds that these donations are: 

 Extremely cost effective; 

 Provides for a growth management tool; and 

 Provides for visual relief and green spaces within development consistent with 
‘Aesthetics’ COSAC criteria. 

 
With this in mind staff suggests that City Council consider, discuss and possibly give 
direction regarding the following evaluation guidelines specific to platted lots: 
 

 City Council shall be responsible for the final review, acceptance or refusal of 
donations. 
 

 City shall seek input from any HOA and neighborhood associated with a 
proposed donation 
 

 City will not accept any donation which may propose an Environmental Liability 
 

 Staff will provide a maintenance analysis of the property as part of the donation 
process 
 

 The City shall provide maintenance efforts associated with the property 
 

 Donations shall require the donor to fund HOA dues for a minimum amount of 
time, so as to allow for the HOA to address any budgetary impacts 
 

 The City shall not incur future HOA fees or assessments associated with the 
property 
 

 The City shall not participate in future HOA voting 
 

 A donation must be a true gift and cannot be part of a “quid pro quo” agreement 
in exchange for a government action, such as issuance of a building permit or a 
zoning change. 

 
 
 
 



City Open Space Advisory Committee (COSAC) Guidelines 
Most donated parcels are smaller than the City’s open space parcels – although there 
are a few very small open space parcels, such as the one at the bottom of Main Street 
at the roundabout. While donated individual parcels are generally smaller than the City’s 
past open space purchases, Council may find it helpful to review the criteria that the 
current COSAC uses to evaluate and make recommendations regarding potential open 
space purchases:  
 

 

 


