
Informal Report   
to Mayor and Council
Special Event Parking Ordinance Update
City Council Meeting Date:  02/19/2019

ISSUE
The purpose of this report is to provide Mayor and City Council with an update regarding the 
implementation and enforcement of the Special Events On-Street Parking Ordinance.

DISCUSSION
In February of 2018, City Council approved an amendment to the Traffic and Motor Vehicles 
ordinance through the creation of Article XIII, “Entertainment District No Parking Zones,” in 
which affected residents are informed of a “no parking” zone initiation (prohibiting all on-
street parking) through activation of “no parking” signs installed throughout the 
neighborhoods.  Additionally, citizens may voluntarily register to receive redundant secondary 
notifications via email about upcoming “no parking” zone activations.   Zone activation 
notifications are also made via dynamic message board signage, the City of Arlington website, 
the Arlington Police Department website, and social media communications.

Strategic enforcement of the ordinance was initiated in the Woodbrook Zone for major events 
during the 2018 football season at AT&T Stadium and specifically began on September 15th

and 16th for the NCAA Football and Dallas Cowboys games. During special events on those 
dates, verbal warnings were issued for all vehicles entering the neighborhood, and educational 
stickers were placed on vehicles found parked in violation of the ordinance, in lieu of towing.   
A total of 57 drivers were verbally warned, and 16 educational stickers were issued.    

Actual enforcement of the ordinance in Woodbrook Zone began on September 28-29 and 
continued through the end of the Dallas Cowboys season on January 5, 2019.  Towing 
enforcement was conducted at all NFL games (including the Dallas Cowboys playoff game) 
and two NCAA football games during that time period.  In total, 7 vehicles were towed for 
violation of the ordinance, and 60 vehicles were moved by resident owners prior to towing, 
and 1 vehicle was issued a citation.  None of the 7 vehicles towed are believed to be owned 
by Woodbrook neighborhood residents.

Lessons Learned/Community Feedback:  
Early in the 2018 football season, officers conducted vehicle ownership research and notified
all violator vehicle owners prior to towing.  Such notification efforts ceased on December 9, 
2018.  No vehicle owner identification and notification will take place on any future vehicles 
found parked in violation of the ordinance.

Community feedback concerning the ordinance was mixed throughout the strategic 
implementation time period.  Prior to the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, residents of 
the Woodbrook Zone indicated they were unable to park family and guest vehicles in the 
roadway during stadium events. However, residents of the Woodbrook Zone also contacted 
the police department, after each stadium event, to express gratitude for parking ordinance 
enforcement in their neighborhood.  
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Full Scale Implementation in 2019
Full-scale enforcement of the ordinance is expected to begin in alignment with the 2019 NFL 
and NCAA football seasons. Zone activations will be made in all areas (Woodbrook Zone, 
Murray Estates Zone and Stadium West Zone) as dictated by event-specific dynamics.   
Towing enforcement of vehicles in violation of the ordinance will be undertaken in the most 
expeditious manner.

ACTION
There is no action requested at this time. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Attached: N/A
Under Separate Cover: N/A
Available in the City Secretary’s Office: N/A
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Will Johnson Leland Strickland
Police Chief Deputy Police Chief
817-459-5702 817-459-5603
Will.Johnson@arlingtontx.gov Leland.Strickland@arlingtontx.gov


