
Memo
To: The Mayor and City Council
From: Lesley Riddle, Director of Public Works

Hal Metzler, Project Manager
CC: Tracey Nicholson-Douglas, City Administrator

Amal Awad, Chief of Police

Date: January 2, 2019

Re: Petition for Traffic Calming on Maryhurst Drive

Pursuant to the Public Hearing held on December 17, 2018, and Council Motion HCC-195-FY19 passed at 
said Public Hearing, City staff has completed its review of the petition requesting the installation of “traffic 
calming device(s)” on the 5800 block of Maryhurst Drive between 31st Avenue and Nicholson Street.”  

The Department of Public Works and Hyattsville Police Department conducted additional analysis 
and reviewed all available data.  The results did not reveal a pattern of speeding (less than 5%) but did 
reveal elevated volume for a neighborhood block of this size.

As a result, the staff recommends the petition for installation of permanent traffic calming devices be 
denied, but additional measures implemented.  Staff will periodically increase police presence during 
identified hours of elevated volume, review options for better traffic circulation and install temporary 
speed humps to determine if there is an impact on driver behavior.  Specific actions and observations are 
below:   

Hyattsville Police Department (HPD)– Reviewed call and response data for the 2018 Calendar year. During 
2018 there were 4 calls to the HPD concerning Maryhurst Drive. None of the calls involved speeding, 
which is not unusual if the caller does not observe the license plate tags. In response, HPD will conduct 
additional traffic monitoring over the next few months to determine if there are visual observations not 
captured by the traffic counters. Elevated police presence can also serve as a valuable deterrent.
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Department of Public Works (DPW)– Conducted traffic and speed counts since the week of October 15, 
2018. They followed up by coordinating with our Traffic Study Contractor, Toole Design Group and re-
installing traffic counters over the holiday when school was out to determine if there was an impact 
to speed or volume.  The traffic count data found that on the 5800 block of Maryhurst Drive the average 
speed for all traffic was 19MPH, with approximately 5% of traffic exceeding the speed limit. There was 
no impact to speed, but volume was reduced during the holiday period.

Based on the data collected and reviewed to date, it is staff’s opinion that a permanent Traffic 
Calming device is not warranted for speed on the 5800 Block of Maryhurst Drive at this time.  Staff 
intends to conduct additional police traffic monitoring and install a temporary device (speed hump or 
rumble strip) to determine if it changes driver behavior or has an impact on volume. We also intend to 
assess if the temporary devices impact surrounding streets.  

Staff will continue to work with the school and County on options for pick-up and drop-off and traffic 
circulation for Felegy Elementary School, which may contribute to the volume.  We will provide the Council 
with an updated recommendation should the results of any of these measures provide us with additional 
information. We will also meet with the community if we identify additional measures that can impact 
driving patterns.  


