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Lilly Whalen

Subject: FW: EXTERNAL SENDER: Short Term Rentals, City Council Mtg. 1/8/2019

From: Maria Lobanovsky <mlobanovsky@gmail.com> 
Date: December 29, 2018 at 11:32:07 AM PST 
To: <jburns@sausalito.gov>, <sclevelandknowles@sausalito.gov>, <jcox@sausalito.gov>, 
<jhoffman@sausalito.gov> 
Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER: Short Term Rentals, City Council Mtg. 1/8/2019 

Dear Honorable Member(s) of the Sausalito City Council: 
 
I am writing you to encourage a "yes" vote on Short Term Rentals (STRs). Here's why - 
 
1) Property owners pay taxes and should be able to "host" persons in their homes for as short or 
as long a period as they wish. We don't limit the number of hours a guest can stay at a private 
party; nor should the home owner be obligated to rent their home long term. In essence, a short 
term renter is a guest. 
 
2) There are very real drawbacks to Long Term Rentals (LTR). Owners collect less money; cities 
received less rental revenue.  It can be extremely difficult to evict a problem tenant. Short term 
guests WILL be gone after a specified length of time. 
 
On the plus side -  
 
3) STRs are a "clean industry." No one is growing illegal plants in their homes, creating a 
nuisance in the community, etc. Revenues benefit the ENTIRE city, not just the homeowners. 
 
4) The STR industry is not a problematic industry. If one were to look at the percentage of 
problems brought on by STRs it is MINUSCULE. In any other study, the issues would be 
discounted as "statistically insignificant." More often than not cities are voting on assumed 
problems, not on actual data or experience in trying STRs in their area. 
 
The isolated problems themselves have also been overblown by the media and further fed by 
NIMBY groups. It's sad. I am not sure that any "respect" for one's neighbors can be legislated. 
That needs to come from our hearts, which brings me to my last point for your consideration. 
 
We all need to support a major cornerstone of American strength - a robust middle class. This 
segment is now struggling - to keep up with expenses, to educate their children and to keep or 
keep up the homes for which they worked so hard.  
 
In order to meet today's challenges one needs to generate more money. Minimum wage jobs 
don't cut it. If you're over 40, it really looks bad. By allowing STRs you will be providing a 
much-needed revenue opportunity  for home owners owners and for local governments. It is time 
for us, across all communities, to show understanding and compassion for those not part of the 
top 10 per cent. 
 
While I am not a Sausalito resident, I have hosted in the past, and found the ability to do so, a 
lifesaver and a joy.  Please vote, YES, for short term rentals (with reasonable regulations!). 
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May 2019 be a great year for the city of Saualito, 
Maria Lobanovsky 
San Rafael, CA 
  

 


