
To:  Lilly Whalen, Community Development Director; Susan Cleveland-Knowles, City Council Member

From:  Patricia Roberts and Jason Roberts

Jason Roberts and I live in Sausalito (Filbert ave) with our two teenage children.  We love Sausalito and 
have loved living in Sausalito since 1995.  We met at a neighborhood block party at Ida’s house in 1995, 
bought a house here in 1998, did significant remodeling on our home in 2002, and started a family and 
have been raising our children here ever since.

We have read recently about the pilot program for short term rentals.  We in our family are STRONGLY 
OPPOSED to short term rentals for the following reasons.

Short term rentals (vacation rentals) threaten us:  Like many homes in Sausalito, there is not much 
space between us and the homes next door.  Our kids have their bedroom windows about 15 feet from 
the homes next door.  We have a driveway that the neighbor crosses to get into their back yard.  There
is very limited parking and narrow streets that we all have to share.  The next-door neighbors have a 
large deck that looks across the beautiful Sausalito view.  In the past 3 years since our lovely neighbor 
for 17 years sold her home, this now rental property has been the site of illegal short term rentals where 
there have been loud parties until all hours.  People on vacation don’t care about us or that there are 
children who live right next door.

Short term rentals (vacation rentals) threaten our community:  There have been several long time 
renters who occupy the property on the other side of us.  Unlike the vacation renters, long term renters 
are truly our neighbors who care about where they live and maintaining a harmonious community.  
Have short term rentals take up space that used to be occupied by people who were part of the 
community will erode the community.  If short term rentals are allowed as you suggest, Sausalito will 
become a quaint “hotel” for visitors to San Francisco.  The community of people who live here will be 
pushed out.

Short term rentals are inconsistent with the General Plan:  When we remodeled our home in 2002, we 
wanted to consolidate the 2 duplexes (we rented out 1, occupied the other) into 1 to increase the size of 
our home for our growing family.  At the time, we were not allowed to do this because it would remove 
rental stock from the housing market and this was inconsistent with the housing plan.  So how is 
allowing short term rentals now consistent with the housing plan?  Short term rentals will certainly 
remove rental stock from the housing market by non-resident owners who want to make more money 
by using them as vacation rentals rather than long term rentals.  Yes you say this will be against the rules 
but you have not been enforcing the current ban on short term rentals or shown that you are capable of 
enforcing restrictions on short term rentals.  So in practice, short term rentals will push out long term 
rentals and remove properties that are part of the rental stock in the general housing plan.

We urge you to NOT allow short term rentals!!!!  If you do, you are not acting in the best interest of the 
community that you represent.

Patricia and Jason Roberts


