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Lilly Whalen

From: cris@crishammond.com
Sent: Sunday, November 04, 2018 11:31 AM
To: City Council; Lilly Whalen
Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER: Potential Short Term Rentals

To the members of the Sausalito City Council 
From Cris Hammond, Johnson Street, Sausalito 
RE: Proposed Short Term Rentals in Sausalito 
November 4, 2018 
  
Dear Members of the City Council, 
  
My name is Cris Hammond. I have lived in Sausalito for over forty years, most of that 
time in my home on Johnson Street. I am writing to you to voice my strong opposition 
to the proposal allowing short-term rentals. I have several reasons for opposing. 
  

1.					Johnson Street is on the edge of the tourist section of Sausalito. It is still a neighborhood of long-term 
residents, both homeowners and renters. I would estimate that at least half of my neighbors on Johnson 
Street are renters. If their landlords were suddenly able to double or triple their rental income by 
engaging in short-term, tourist rental, I fear that many of my neighbors and friends would face either 
huge rent increases or eviction when it came time to renew their leases. This would have a terrible impact 
on the community we enjoy on Johnson Street. We are vulnerable. 

2.					I fear that the Sausalito City Administration will be unable to properly manage and police these short-term 
rentals. They have already failed in so many instances, causing neighbors to suffer through unacceptable 
behavior on the part of inconsiderate and uncaring tourist tenants. These tourists will have no interest in 
preserving the calm, quiet, and respectful climate of our neighborhood.  

3.					As I mentioned above, I have lived in Sausalito for over forty years. I am a resident, not a tourist. I have 
been more than dismayed to see the direction that my town has taken over the past few years. It seems 
that a few influential shop owners have somehow decided that the most important aspect of Sausalito is 
it’s potential to attract tourist dollars. Our downtown has been entirely sold out to the flood of rental bikes 
and tour buses. What used to be a pleasant walk downtown and along the waterfront has become a 
clogged trudge through mobs of tourists walking around aimlessly, wondering what they are doing here. 
Eating ice cream or fish and chips seems to be the one thing they can all agree on. When I do walk 
downtown, I see lines outside Lampert’s ice cream stores, blocking the entrances to clothing stores, 
jewelry stores, shoe stores and more, all empty. Their clerks standing alone, watching the parade of ice 
cream eaters walking by.  

4.					Downtown Sausalito has become the Pier 39 of Marin. There are some nice shops downtown with quality 
goods on offer, but I know of nobody in the rest of Marin County who would dream of coming to Sausalito 
to shop. When they think of our town they think of tourists, ice cream cones and schlocky “gift” stores.   

5.					Numbers 3 & 4 above are the reasons for this, my final and most ardent reason for opposing the spread of 
short-term rentals. Opening our neighborhoods up to Air BnB type business will spread the negative 
impact of out of control tourism beyond the downtown area into our own neighborhoods and communities. 
Long-term rental housing will diminish and be replaced by troublesome and uncaring day-trippers and the 
disruption they will bring. There’s no telling how many of our wonderful friends and neighbors will be 
priced out of their homes. All of those negative impacts, and the general spread of tourism beyond the “T-
Shirt” section of town, will destroy the areas of Sausalito that are still wonderful places for our friends and 
neighbors to live. It’s not worth destroying our lovely communities just so a few can profit from more 
tourist dollars.  
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Thank you for the opportunity to voice my concerns on this matter. I sincerely hope that 
you will all vote to NOT ALLOW short-term rentals in the neighborhoods of our lovely 
town. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Cris Hammond 
Sent via email. 
  
 
Cris Hammond, Author - Artist 
"From Here to Paris" 
"Short Pours - The Stan Chronicles" 
www.short-pours.com 
Hammond Fine Art 
 


