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Executive Summary 
Park City has set North America’s most ambitious community-wide climate goals: to be 
net zero carbon and 100% renewable electricity by 2032. The latest international 
climate report has called for drastic action, and Mayor Beerman requested discussion 
and possible adjustment of City goals.  
 
Background 

 On September 24, 2015 City Council elevated Energy to a Critical Priority and 
set a goal of net zero carbon emissions for municipal operations by 2022 and 
citywide by 2032.  

 On March 24, 2016 City Council passed a resolution inviting other communities 
to join us in our goal. 

 On September 22, 2016 City Council passed Resolution 23-2016 to set 100% 
renewable electricity goals by 2022 for municipal operations and 2032 
community-wide. 

 On February 23, 2017, Park City and Rocky Mountain Power entered into a Joint 
Clean Energy Cooperative Statement to work together to source 100% 
renewable electricity for city operations and community-wide. 

 On November 8, 2017, Park City City Council approved entering into an 
Engineering Professional Services Agreement with Rocky Mountain Power to 
identify renewable projects to achieve the 2022 municipal operations goal of 
100% renewable electricity. 

 
Discussion 
Park City has set a goal of 100% renewable electricity by 2022 for City operations and 
2032 community-wide. These ambitious goals have produced results: electric buses, 
regenerative agriculture program, and proposed clean energy legislation.  
 
The 2022 municipal operations goal is on track, and is not being proposed to be 
modified. There will be an update to City Council on this specific goal in the next few 
months that includes a project list and carbon footprint. 
 
The 2032 community goal has been progressing. The excitement of the program was 
evident at the Utah Legislature Joint Interim Session of the Public Utilities, Energy, and 
Technology Committee that Mayor Beerman presented to on August 15, 2018.  

https://le.utah.gov/interim/2018/pdf/00003137.pdf


Concepts about the 2019 100% renewable electricity legislation received very strong 
support from the politically diverse committee members. 
 
The Utah Olympic and Paralympic Exploratory Committee Report proposed a 2030 
Winter Olympic Games that would be powered by 100% renewable electricity, feature 
electric transit, and be carbon negative. Park City is a key to Olympic Games success, 
which includes hosting many events to providing expertise in sustainability efforts. If the 
Winter Games are awarded to Utah, many of the environmental programs that need to 
be completed for the games would benefit Park City’s sustainability goals. The timelines 
are not fully aligned (2030 Games and 2032 City goal). 
 
Intense wildfires, droughts, and rainfall are becoming more common in the United 
States due to climate change. On October 8, 2018, the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) released an updated climate report. The IPCC report, made up 
of 6,000 scientific references, issued the most dire warning to date for the report. In 
summary, it stated that we have 12 years to make “rapid and far-reaching transitions” in 
our emissions in order to avoid the most catastrophic climate disasters (including 
ecological systems loss and irreversible change). These world-wide transitions must be 
underway by 2030 to begin to mitigate and lessen the effects, and Park City could take 
a leadership position to set a 2030 carbon neutrality goal for others to follow. 

 
What Is Being Proposed 

 Modify Resolution 23-2016 to reflect the latest climate science and adjust 2032 
net zero carbon and 100% renewable goals to 2030.  

 Staff develops a plan, in coordination with City Council and the Mayor, to drive 
participation in mountain towns to adopt 2030 carbon neutral and renewable 
goals. 

 
Recommendations for City Council to Consider 
 
Option 1: Council passes Resolution 32-2018 (Attached)    
      

Pros 

 This will align sustainability goals with latest climate science call to action 

 This will align sustainability goals with potential 2030 Winter Olympics 
Cons 

 This will move North America’s most ambitious climate goal ahead two years. 

 There are still many significant barriers to meeting the current goals 
 
Option 2: Council modifies resolution. 
 
Option 3: Council does not pass resolution.    
 
 
Department Review 
Sustainability, Legal and Executive 

https://utaholympiclegacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/OEC-Report_final_web.pdf
https://www.nap.edu/read/21852/chapter/1
https://www.nap.edu/read/21852/chapter/1
https://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/session48/pr_181008_P48_spm_en.pdf

