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1. Call to Order and Council Roll Call

Mayor Hollingsworth called the meeting to order at 8:29 p.m. City Administrator Nicholson presented the 
new City Council opening credits by Cable Television & Communications Coordinator Jonathan Alexander.

Present: Mayor Candace Hollingsworth
Ward 4 Council President Edouard Haba
Ward 1 Council Vice President Bart Lawrence
Ward 1 Councilmember Kevin Ward
Ward 2 Councilmember Robert Croslin
Ward 3 Councilmember Patrick Paschall
Ward 3 Councilmember Thomas Wright
Ward 4 Councilmember Paula Perry
Ward 5 Councilmember Ruth Ann Frazier 
Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon

Absent: Ward 2 Councilmember Shani Warner

Also present were the following City staff members:
City Administrator Tracey E. Nicholson
Assistant City Administrator, Director of Community and Economic Development, Jim Chandler
City Treasurer Ron Brooks
Director of Human Resources Vivian Snellman
Director of Community Services Jake Rollow
City Clerk Laura Reams
Assistant City Clerk Lillie Littleford

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3. Approval of Agenda

The agenda was amended to remove the action item 8.B for The Blue Development (5334 Baltimore 
Avenue), per the developer’s request. It was noted that it was anticipated that the agenda item would be 
rescheduled for July. Two items were then added to the agenda: Disbursement of Ward 2 Discretionary 
Funds (Motion # 96-06-16) and Disbursement of Ward 5 Discretionary Funds (Motion # 97-06-16). Mayor 
Hollingsworth requested to add the items to the Consent Agenda. Councilmember Solomon requested to 
have the Ward 2 item moved to the Action agenda instead. 

RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Warner

4. Approval of the Minutes

4.a Approval of the Minutes 
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the Council Meeting Minutes for the following meetings: (1) 
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Council Work Session of April 13, 2016, (2) Council Meeting of April 18, 2016, (3) Public Hearing of April 
27, 2016 and (4) Council Work Session of April 27, 2016. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Warner

5. Public Comment 

Ms. Rebecca Bennett, a Ward 2 resident and former Senior Editor of the Hyattsville Life and Times, informed 
the Mayor and Council that she represented a new publication called Hyattsville Today. Ms. Bennett noted 
that the premise of the publication was mostly online, and that it was rooted in the City of Hyattsville but 
intended to expand to neighboring cities. Ms. Bennett stated that she would follow up with older stories 
and continue to share facts with the residents. Ms. Bennett added that there were positions open on the 
board or as a writer and provided the web address for Hyattsville Today.

Mr. David Marshall, a Ward 2 resident, addressed the Mayor and Council regarding the evening’s agenda. 
Mr. Marshall noted that there was an approval loan for the HVFD on the consent agenda and stated that 
he was concerned about using tax payer dollars to loan and give funds. Mr. Marshall added that he asked 
for complete and up to date financial dollars for the HVFD, but had not received them. Mr. Marshall also 
noted that there was and agenda item to provide discretionary funding for Rosa Parks Elementary School, 
which was outside of City limits. 

Ms. Alvera Winkler, advocate for Ward 4 resident Julio Zaleya, addressed the Mayor and Council regarding 
safety for pedestrians crossing Nicholson Street. Ms. Winkler stated that Mr. Zaleya was blind and that he 
was unsafe walking his son to Felegy Elementary School under the current road conditions. Ms. Winkler 
asked the City to make the street safer for pedestrians.

6. Presentations 

6.a FY-2014 and 2015 Audit Update 

City Treasurer Brooks provided an update on the close out of the FY14 Audit. Treasurer Brooks detailed a 
required reduction adjustment to the City’s unassigned general fund in the amount of $3.7M. The reduction 
was due to misclassification of funds per the City’s auditors. Treasurer Brooks added that he would have 
official audit close out documents the following business day. 

Councilmember Solomon thanked Treasurer Brooks and stated that he hoped that the City would continue 
to audit and find more money. Councilmember Frazier asked for clarification on the unassigned fund 
balance and Treasurer Brooks stated that is was $7.1 Million. 

6.b Teen Advisory Committee Presentation 

Community Services Coordinator for Youth and Recreation programming, Saarah Abdul-Rauf, introduced 
the Teen Advisory Committee, a group of teens from Northwestern High School that would be presenting 
an issue and requesting support from the Council on the issue. The members of the Teen Advisory 
Committee read a prepared statement regarding the issue of bus transportation in Prince George’s County. 
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The committee members highlighted issues of busses that arrived late and overcrowded and provided a 
solution to the problem; higher pay and better working conditions. The committee members described 
what they would like to change and establish and asked the City for a letter of support to provide to the 
Prince George’s County Board of Education. 

Mayor Hollingsworth expressed gratitude for the time the students had dedicated to the committee and to 
their research. Councilmember Solomon offered thanks for the students educating the Council on this 
matter. Mayor Hollingsworth acknowledged Hyattsville Resident, Mary Kingston Roche, a representative 
for the Prince George’s County Board of Education and thanked her for her time. 

Councilmember Paschall stated that he was impressed with the research and work that was done and asked 
how the students came to their conclusion. The students responded and stated that they had determined 
the bus drivers had poor working conditions which caused the buses to be late, and that changed working 
conditions would recruit more bus drivers. Councilmembers Croslin, Perry, and Wright commended the 
students for their work and provided accolades. Councilmember Ward asked how to change conduct 
toward bus drivers and the students suggested a school assembly reviewing rules for riding buses. 
Councilmember Ward expressed pride and joy for the students addressing this issue. Council President 
Haba stated support for the initiative, and asked if there was anything else the City could do. 

Mayor Hollingsworth asked what date the students would need the letter, and was responded to with 
before the Board Meeting on June 14, 2016. Councilmember Lawrence expressed that this was a large issue, 
on the middle school level as well and stated that with more time other schools and PTA’s could support 
this initiative. Mayor Hollingsworth asked the Council to add an item to the consent agenda for a letter of 
support (Motion # 98-06-16), to which the Council agreed. 

7. Consent Items 

NOTE FOR THE RECORD: All consent items are considered and approved in one Council action.

7.a Caribbean-American Heritage Month Proclamation 

Motion # 86-06-16 
I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim June Caribbean-American Heritage Month. 

7.b LGBT Pride Month Proclamation

Motion # 87-06-16 
I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim June LGBT Pride Month. 

7.c Disbursement of Ward 1 and Ward 3 Discretionary Funding 

Motion # 88-06-16
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the following appropriations and disbursements using 
discretionary funds Wards 1 and 3: $200.00 for the purpose of repairing the Burlington Park little free library 
and beautifying the associated area; $900 in sponsorship of the Hyattsville Elementary School Parent-
Teacher Association’s “Zombie Run”; and $900 to the Hyattsville Middle School Parent, Teacher, Student 
Organization for the purpose of purchasing science classroom supplies.  

7.d Disbursement of Ward 4 Discretionary Funding 

Motion # 89-06-16 
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I move that the Mayor and Council approve the appropriation and disbursement of Ward 4’s council 
discretionary funds as follows: a.) $500 in support of Felegy Elementary School’s pollinators and vegetable 
garden project; and b.) $500 in support of the 2016 Ward 4 Day celebration.  

7.e Appointment to the Shade Tree Board 

Motion # 90-06-16 
I move that the Mayor, with Council approval, appoint Randy Fletcher (Ward 3) to the Shade Tree Board
for a term of 3 years to expire on June 6, 2019. 

7.f PEPCO Proposal for Lighting Retrofit 

Motion # 91-06-16 
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the expense of funds from the Capital Improvements Budget 
to retrofit the existing lighting to LED lighting in the Phase One project area of West Hyattsville, costs not 
to exceed $95,000.00. 

7.g Loan approval for the Hyattsville Volunteer Fire Department  

Motion # 92-06-16 
I move that Mayor and Council approve a loan to Hyattsville Volunteer Fire Department not to exceed 
$350,000 for ten years at a rate of 3.2%. These funds are to be used to refurbish a 2006 Seagrave 
Marauder Tractor Drawn 100’ Aerial Ladder Truck. Upon completion of final terms, review and approval 
of all financial documents by the City Attorney, all documents will be presented to the City Administrator 
for signature. 

7.h FY-2015 and FY-2016 Audit Cost 

Motion # 93-06-16 
I move that the Mayor and Council approve audit cost not to exceed $80,000 for services provided by 
CohnReznick and Lindsay and Associates to complete the FY-2015 and FY-2016 audits.   

7.i Disbursement of Ward 5 Discretionary Funds (Note: This item was an amendment to the 
agenda)

Motion # 96-06-16
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the appropriation and disbursement of Ward 5 Council 
Discretionary funds as follows: $750.00 in support of Rosa Park’s Elementary School soccer program. 

7.k Teen Advisory Committee – Letter of Support (Note: This item was an amendment to the 
agenda)

Motion # 98-06-16
I move that the Council authorize the Mayor to write a letter to the Prince George’s County Board of 
Education requesting improved working conditions for school bus drivers to ensure that they regularly bring 
students to school on time.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
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ABSENT: Warner

8. Action Items 

8.a Hyattsville Ordinance 2016-01, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget (10 minutes) 

Motion # 94-06-16 
I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Ordinance, 2016-01, an Ordinance adopting an 
annual budget for the Fiscal Year of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017, for the General Purpose; fixing 
the tax rates for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2016; authorizing collection of taxes herein levied, and 
appropriating funds for the Fiscal Year (SECOND READING).  

Mayor Hollingsworth thanked staff for their work on the budget.

RESULT: APPROVED [8-2]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Croslin
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Paschall, Wright, Solomon
NAYS: Perry, Frazier
ABSENT: Warner

8.b The Blue Development (5334 Baltimore Avenue) – PPSD 4-15016 & DSP-15016 (Note: This 
item was removed from the agenda. 

8.c. Disbursement of Ward 2 Discretionary Funds (Note: This item was an amendment to the 
agenda)

Motion # 97-06-16
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the appropriation and disbursement of Ward 2’s Council
Discretionary funds as follows: $400.00 in support of the Community Conversations Sunset Feast to be 
held on 11 June 2016 at the City Building. 

Councilmember Solomon stated that he pulled this item off of the consent agenda, but that he still 
supported it. Councilmember Solomon then gave deference to the Ward representatives for spending funds 
and stated that Councilmember Warner was not available to express an opinion, but the motion makers 
did reach out to her for input. Council President Haba asked who submitted the motion, and 
Councilmember Solomon responded and said that he drafted the original motion then contacted 
Councilmember Croslin. Councilmembers Solomon and Haba clarified that Councilmember Warner was 
unable to be reached. Council President Haba stated support for the motion and noted that the Council 
needed to plan ahead in order to avoid submitting motions at the last minute. Council Vice President 
Lawrence stated that he had spoken to Councilmember Warner, who believed the funding should rather go 
toward meetings and printing flyers, and that he believed she would have an opinion on the matter. 

RESULT: APPROVED [8-0-2]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Solomon
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Paschall, Wright, Solomon

NAYS: None
ABSTAIN: Frazier, Perry



REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD
JUNE 6, 2016
___________________________________________________________

Page 6 of 8

ABSENT: Warner

9. Discussion Items 

9.a ADA Compliance and Accommodation - Nicholson St and Queens Chapel Rd 

Department of Public Works Project Manager Hal Metzler provided background information on the request 
for sidewalk construction and installation of crossings. Mr. Metzler stated that City staff had identified seven 
other intersections that were not ADA compliant and requested the funding to build the crossings prior to 
the start of the 2016-2017 school year. Mr. Metzler clarified what the area for the considered crosswalk 
would be and opened the floor for questions. Council President Haba asked if the City looked into extending 
the sidewalk instead of installing a crosswalk and Mr. Metzler stated that an extension would require the 
removal of three large oak trees which would have economic and environmental consequences. Council 
Vice President Lawrence stressed the importance for making as much of the City ADA compliant as possible 
and asked the Council to move this item.

Motion # 99-06-16 
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the appropriation and expenditure from the FY17 Capital 
Improvements budget in the amount of $20,000 from the ADA Improvements and $15,000 re-appropriated 
from funding for sidewalks for the purpose of completing ADA improvements on Nicholson Street. Total 
expenditure for this project is not to exceed $35,000.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Warner, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Warner

9.b RFP Office Cleaning 
City Administrator Nicholson provided background information on the request for RFP selection for a 
building cleaning services vendor and briefly reviewed the requirements of the RFP. Councilmember Wright 
asked why the proposal was $5,000.00 less, and Administrator Nicholson suggested it could be due to the 
competition factor. Administrator Nicholson added that this proposal included the new Council office. 
Council Vice President Lawrence stated that he would like to move this item. Councilmember Solomon 
asked for clarification on the guidelines the City was using to find vendors that met the RFP criteria. 

Motion # 100-06-16 Office Cleaning RFP
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to execute a one-year contract, 
renewable for up to two additional years, with Office Care for the purposes of building cleaning services in 
an amount not to exceed $66,207.60 upon the review and approval by the City Attorney for legal sufficiency. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Warner
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9.c NZI Contract for Streets Projects 

Project Manager Hal Metzler provided an overview of the request to enter into a two-year contract with 
NZI Construction for infrastructure projects for $3 Million over two years. Mayor Hollingsworth asked if this 
contract would begin the work budgeted for FY2017 and FY2018. Mr. Metzler stated that this would include 
the University Hills Street Rehabilitation Project in Ward 3 and any other street and sidewalk repairs that 
come up throughout the course of the year. Council President Haba asked if it was required for the City to 
sign a two-year contract, and Mr. Metzler explained that the contract was following the tenants of Prince 
George’s County’s contract. Treasurer Brooks added that this proposal would only approve the funding
appropriation for FY2017 but that the approval would secure the contract for the period of two years. 
Councilmember Ward asked how Mr. Metzler had felt about the previous work that NZI had done, and Mr. 
Metzler assured Council that their work was responsive to the City’s needs. Council President Haba asked 
what had been appropriated for the projects in the CIP and Mayor Hollingsworth suggested that this item 
would return on the action agenda with a specific value. 

9.d USPS (Gallatin Street) Parking Lot 

Assistant City Administrator Chandler provided background information on the proposal to resurface the 
Gallatin Street lot and noted that the project would coincide with the opening of Pyramid Atlantic, which 
would help alleviate some of the potential parking related issues. Mr. Chandler stated that there was a hold 
on potentially resurfacing the lot for the Community Crisis Center. Mr. Chandler provided clarification on 
the location of the lot and stated that there were 31 spaces in the lot. Administrator Nicholson noted that 
this item was brought to Council for reasons of transparency and would return to Council at a later time. 
Mayor Hollingsworth suggested moving the item. Councilmember Solomon asked how the revenue outlook 
had been determined, and Mr. Chandler stated that the City looked into the demand rate for parking in 
order to determine the projected revenues. Mr. Chandler added that the lot was currently for exclusive City 
vehicle use and that it needed repairs to be opened to the public. Councilmember Croslin noted that the 
lot near the Church on Jefferson Street had unnumbered spaces. Administrator Nicholson assured Council 
that the City was aware of this issue and was working on it. Council President Haba asked if there would be 
another cost proposal brought to Council and Mr. Chandler stated that the costs would be the same. 

Motion # 101-06-16 USPS (Gallatin Street) Parking Lot
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to execute a contract for services 
with NZI Construction, for the purpose of renovating the Gallatin Street parking lot, effective July 1, 2016, 
at a total cost not to exceed $15,000, upon legal review and approval by the City Attorney.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Haba
SECONDER: Perry
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Warner

10. Council Dialogue

Councilmember Frazier stated that she did not make the International Festival due to parking issues, but 
was pleased that the event was a success. Councilmember Frazier thanked those who helped with the picnic 
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for Aging in Place. Councilmember Frazier then asked Mr. Metzler when the barricades at Felegy would be 
fixed. Mr. Metzler responded and state that the barricades were hit over the weekends, and were already 
straightened out. 

Councilmember Wright stated that the International Festival was a great event and congratulated Rebecca 
Bennett on her new publication. Councilmember Ward also gave accolades for the International Festival 
and announced that June was Pride month. Councilmember Ward then announced that May was foster 
care month, stressed the importance of foster care programs, and offered to share his experience with
anyone who had considered foster care. 

Council President Haba stated that the installation on Nicholson Street near Felegy was temporary and that 
the City should continue to find a solution. Council President Haba then offered congratulations to Director 
Rollow and staff that helped make the International Festival a success, as well as to Nina Faye and her 
husband who celebrated their 50th Anniversary. Council President Haba also wished residents a happy 
Ramadan. 

Councilmember Solomon thanked staff for the International Festival and thanked Cheri Everhart. 
Councilmember Solomon noted that there were similar barricades on 37th place to the ones by Felegy. 
Councilmember Solomon then thanked Council for passing the budget. 

Councilmember Perry apologized for not making the International Festival but said she had heard it was 
excellent, and offered thanks. Councilmember Perry then announced the annual Law Enforcement Torch 
Run. 

Councilmember Croslin thanked Director Rollow and Saarah Abdul-Raf for their work with the Teen 
Advisory Committee and invited everyone to attend the book club. 

Council President Haba congratulated Councilmember Solomon on his position as the new President-elect 
of the PGCMA. 

11. Community Notices and Meetings

12. Motion to Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 10:03 p.m.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Perry
SECONDER: Wright
AYES: Hollingsworth, Haba, Lawrence, Ward, Croslin, Paschall, Wright, Perry, Frazier, Solomon
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Warner


