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Lilly Whalen

From: Fay Mark <boatgirl@newmorning.info>
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2018 2:42 PM
To: Joan Cox; Ray Withy; Jill Hoffman; Joe Burns; Susan Cleveland-Knowles
Cc: Lilly Whalen
Subject: EXTERNAL SENDER: Short Term Rentals - Please include in Oct 30 packet and 

attachments

Dear Mayor Cox, Vice Mayor Burns, Council Member Withy, Council Member Cleveland-Knowles and 
Council Member Hoffman, 
 
 
 
On the topic of Short Term Rentals (STRs).  
 
 
 
At the October 9, 2018 meeting, I was shocked, that Council Members Cleveland-Knowles, Hoffman and Burns 
actually told us that they had made up their minds to vote in favor of STRs before they even entered the 
room.  Clearly Vice Mayor Burns had made up his mind before hand as he came well prepared with his analysis 
of long term rental income vs short term income.  And Council Member Cleveland-Knowles claimed that she 
was influenced by hundreds of people whom she spoke with during her campaign over a year ago. 
 
 
 
I can't imagine a more disrespectful regard for the community you represent. 
 
 
 
Did you not hear the twenty-one out of twenty-six people who respectfully presented you with serious concerns 
about the negative consequences to themselves and the community if we allowed STRs into our 
community?  And what about the additional fifteen out of twenty-two letters you received requesting that you 
vote NO on STRs?  
 
 
You ignored the needs of our seniors when you ignored Charles Kaufman from Sausalito Village (an 
organization for seniors), who has repeatedly spoken out on this issue and advised the council regarding the real 
housing solutions that are needed by seniors; he did not suggest that seniors need STRs. 
 
You ignored the needs of our children when you ignored the many parents who spoke. 
 
You ignored the needs of our renters when you ignored what happened to Barbara Clark and the Keohe family, 
both of whom lost their homes when their landlords converted their homes to STRs (and these are ones we 
know about .. who knows how many more this has happened to already). 
 
You ignored the needs of our home owners who fear the value of their home will decline (as addressed in 
articles by the Realtors Association in communities who are struggling with STRs) when a potential buyer is 
told the house next door or across the street is a short term rental. 
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But you listened attentively when Mr. Pearlstone, Ms. Meharchand and Ms. Slevin said they need STRs so they 
could afford to have second homes in San Diego, Truckee and Paris. 
 
 
I have listened to and watched the videos of every City Council meeting addressing this topic since 2016, and 
have studied the survey results, have looked at the list of names of those who wished to be informed that was 
collected by Danny Castro, have read NextDoor postings, have read submitted letters, have studied attached 
documents posted on the City website and have studied the Working Group Survey results. 
 
 
 
Despite the broad and exaggerated statements by both Council Member Cleveland-Knowles and Council 
Member Hoffman, the numbers you use (dozens and dozens .. I have spoken to hundreds) to support your 
argument in favor of STRs are hardly the majority and are biased.  I have documented evidence of those who 
are not in favor of STRs and I offer that there are more residents not in favor of STRs than what we have been 
lead to believe through your statistically invalid “surveys” of public opinion. 
 
 
 
The 2016 Working Group Survey, which you also used to inform your decision was done in a haphazard way, 
with poor wording, and a selection and information process that biased attendance and survey responses to 
those in favor of short term rentals, with very little outreach to the entire community.  Collection of public 
opinion was not performed in a systematic or statistically valid manner and the broader community was not 
aware of or encouraged to engage in this critical decision that affects so many in our community in so many 
different ways. 
 
 
Vice Mayor Burns and Council members Cleveland-Knowles and Hoffman, by voting for this STR pilot, you 
will be directly responsible for the negative impact and consequences to people who have been committed to 
this community when they are either forced to move away from our city entirely, like Barbara Clark, or find 
another long term rental in Sausalito like the Kehoe family, or choose to sell their home because they need to 
protect their asset and will leave before the value of their home is reduced.  This is not a park design you can 
change next year, you are experimenting with people lives! 
 
Please stop this train wreck now. 
 
Sincerely, 
Fay Mark 
509 Johnson 


