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LEASE AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT dated the ____day of ______________, 2018, is by and between 
the City of Auburn, a municipal corporation, with offices at 24 South Street, Auburn, New York
13021 (the "City”), and Tompkins County Cornell Cooperative Extension (“TCCE”), a 
governmental agency located at 615 Willow Avenue, Ithaca, New York 14850.

WHEREAS, the City owns and maintains the property known as the New York State 
Equal Rights Heritage Center (“ERHC”) located at 25 South Street, Auburn, New York, which 
will be opening in late October, 2018; and,

WHEREAS, TCCE would like to lease space in the ERHC from the City for the purpose 
of operating a Taste NY Market; and

WHEREAS, the parties would like to set forth herein all of their respective duties and 
obligations during the term of this agreement.

NOW, therefore, in exchange for good and valuable consideration, the receipt and 
sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the parties agree as follows:

1. Granting Clause: The City hereby leases to TCCE, upon the terms and 
conditions of this Lease, a total of 500 square feet of space located in the second volume of the 
ERHC (the “Leased Premises”) for the operation of a Taste NY Market.

2. Term:

A. Initial Term: The term of this Lease shall begin on November 1, 2018, and
shall continue for a term of three (3) years and five (5) months, with a termination date of March 
31, 2022 (hereinafter the “Term”). 

B. Renewals: The parties may renew the initial Term of this Lease for 
additional three (3) year terms, subject to the consent and agreement of both the parties in 
writing. Notice of the parties’ intent to renew shall be provided in writing to the other party at 
least ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the term.  

3. Termination:  

A. Either party may terminate this agreement by providing thirty (30) days 
written notice to the other party of said termination. If notice is provided by TCCE as set forth 
herein, a copy of said notice shall also be served on the City Manager. 

B. In the event the ERHC is totally destroyed, this Agreement may be 
terminated at the option of the TCCE. In the event that the structure is partially damaged to the 
extent that the operation of the TCCE facilities would be prevented for a period in excess of 90 
days, then and in such event, this lease may be terminated at the option of the City or the TCCE.
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4. Rent: TCCE shall pay lease payments to the City as follows:

A. On June 1, 2019, TCCE will pay the City $5,500.00 for the period of 
November 1, 2018, through March 31, 2020;

B. On June 1, 2020, TCCE will pay the City $5,500.00 for the period of 
April 1, 2020, through March 31, 2021;

C. On June 1, 2021, TCCE will pay the City $5,500.00 for the period of 
April 1, 2021, through March 31, 2022.

D. In the event that either party terminates this Lease prior to the 
expiration of the term, any lease payments that have been prepaid shall 
be refunded to TCCE, with said refund to be prorated based on the 
number of months left in the term at the time of termination.

5. The City shall:

A. Provide the following within the Leased Premises:

i. 500 square feet of space in the second volume of the ERHC 
including all shelving, furniture, fixtures, point of sale computer 
and cooler, which shall be owned as personal property of the City 
and remain owned by the City at the end of the Term;

ii. One shared pantry area, which will be furnished with a small 
refrigerator and sink;

iii. All use of shared space will be coordinated with other building 
tenants by the building manager. 

B. Provide all utilities including, basic phone, basic internet, electric, water 
and sewer and the City will assume the cost for said utilities.

i. TCCE recognizes the following utilities are not provided as part of 
this agreement: long distance phone charges or any other phone 
service not within the basic phone service plan, mail machine, 
photocopying machine, fax machine.  If the City incurs expenses 
with utilities not included as part of this agreement TCCE will be 
invoiced for said utilities and payment shall be remitted within 30 
days.

C. Provide TCCE employees parking permits to allow use of the parking 
areas in the upper levels of the Downtown Parking Garage located on Lincoln Street. 

D. Maintain all public portions of the building so as to provide for ingress 
and egress to the facilities. 



3

E. Provide and maintain public restrooms within the ERHC facility. 

F. Maintain the public portion of the ERHC in order to accommodate the 
schedule of the facility and, as needed, by TCCE on other occasions as is determined to be 
necessary.

G. Provide general housekeeping of the interior and exterior of the ERHC on 
at least a weekly schedule. This housekeeping shall include general cleaning and the removal of 
trash and refuse. This housekeeping shall not include cleaning or the removal of trash or refuse
of the Taste NY leased premises, which shall be the responsibility of TCCE.

H. Provide security cameras throughout the ERHC that are integrated into the 
City of Auburn security system monitored by the Auburn Police Department.

I. Provide any necessary maintenance or repairs to equipment. Requests for 
said maintenance or repairs shall be coordinated through the ERHC manager and the City.

6. Hours of Operations: TCCE agrees to work with the NY ERHC manager to
coordinate Taste NY Market hours with regular ERHC building hours. TCCE also agrees to 
work with the NY ERHC manager to coordinate hours relating to special events including, but 
not limited to, weekly Taste NY Regional Public Market.

7. Improvements and/or Renovations: The Leased Premises shall not be altered or 
changed in any manner, without first obtaining the City's written consent thereto. Any and all 
improvements to the Leased Premises, now or hereafter made, shall become the sole and 
absolute property of the City for all purposes.

8.   Insurance: TCCE shall assume full responsibility for its employees and their 
actions and will maintain Workers’ Compensation and liability insurance as set forth herein. 
TCCE shall purchase and maintain liability insurance with a minimum limit of one million 
dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence naming the City of Auburn as additional insured thereon.

9. Hold Harmless: TCCE hereby releases the City from and agrees that the City 
shall not be liable for, and agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold the City, its officers and 
employees, and their respective successors or personal representatives (collectively, the 
“Indemnified Parties”) harmless from and against any and all liability for loss or damage to 
property or injury to or death of any and all persons that may be occasioned by any cause 
whatsoever pertaining to TCCE or the Taste NY Market, or arising by reason of or in connection 
with the Leased Premises herein or the presence on, in or about the Leased Premises, or as a 
result of a breach by TCCE of its representations or agreements contained herein, including, 
without limitation the generality of the foregoing, all causes of action and attorneys’ fees and any 
other expenses incurred in defending any suits or actions which may arise as a result of the 
foregoing. The foregoing indemnities shall apply notwithstanding the fault of negligence on the 
part of the City, or any of its respective officers, agents, or employees, and irrespective of the 
breach of statutory obligation or the application of any rule of comparative or apportioned 
liability; except, however, that such indemnities will not be applicable with respect to willful 
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misconduct or gross negligence on the part of the Indemnified Parties to the extent that such an 
indemnity would be prohibited by law. 

10. Hold Harmless: The City hereby releases TCCE from and agrees that TCCE
shall not be liable for, and agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold TCCE, its officers and 
employees, and their respective successors or personal representatives (collectively, the 
“Indemnified Parties”) harmless from and against any and all liability for loss or damage to 
property or injury to or death of any and all persons that may be occasioned by any cause 
whatsoever pertaining to the ERHC or arising by reason of or in connection with the ERHC 
therein or the presence on, in or about the ERHC, or as a result of a breach by the City of its 
representations or agreements contained herein, including, without limitation the generality of 
the foregoing, all causes of action and attorneys’ fees and any other expenses incurred in 
defending any suits or actions which may arise as a result of the foregoing. The foregoing 
indemnities shall apply notwithstanding the fault of negligence on the part of TCCE or any of its 
respective officers, agents, or employees, and irrespective of the breach of statutory obligation or 
the application of any rule of comparative or apportioned liability; except, however, that such 
indemnities will not be applicable with respect to willful misconduct or gross negligence on the 
part of the Indemnified Parties to the extent that such an indemnity would be prohibited by law. 

11. Default:  In the event that either party defaults in observing all of the terms and 
conditions of this agreement, the other party shall provide seven (7) days’ notice to the defaulting 
party, in writing, to correct the default within thirty (30) days.  In the event that both parties
default, and the defaults are not corrected within the stated time, the other party may terminate 
the contract in addition to any other rights which the other party may have. 

12. Amendments or Modifications: This Lease shall not be modified or amended, 
except in writing and subscribed by the appropriate parties, and except as stated herein. The 
parties agree that in the event that utility costs for the operation of the ERHC increase by 100% 
or more during the term of this lease, then the City may request an annual review and evaluation 
of utility costs for the Leased Premises, which shall include basic phone, internet, gas, electric, 
water and sewer. The parties intend to adjust this Lease for any unforeseen extreme increase in 
utility costs, or, increases in contractual agreements the City incurs with service providers. 

13. Assignment, Transfer or Subletting: This agreement shall not be assigned or
transferred by the parties hereto. TCCE shall not sublease the space to any other parties without 
written consent of the City.

14. Entire Agreement: This agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the 
parties and any modifications or amendments hereto must be in writing and signed by the parties 
hereto. 

15. Choice of Law: This Lease Agreement shall be governed by the laws of New 
York.

16. Execution of Counterparts: This Agreement may be executed in several 
counterparts, each of which shall be an original and all of which together shall constitute by one 
and the same instrument.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals 
the day and year first above written.  

TOMPKINS COUNTY CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

By: ____________________________
     

CITY OF NEW YORK

By: ____________________________
      Michael D. Quill, Mayor

STATE OF NEW YORK) 
COUNTY OF CAYUGA) SS.:

On this __ day of __________, 2018, before me appeared _________________________ 
to me known, who, being by me duly sworn, did depose and say that deponent is 
_____________________of Tompkins County Cornell Cooperative Extension, the party
described herein, and which executed the foregoing instrument and that the signed deponent 
signed his/her name thereto.

___________________
Notary Public

STATE OF NEW YORK) 
COUNTY OF CAYUGA) SS.:

On this _________ day of ________________, 2018, before me appeared Michael D. 
Quill, to me known, who, being by me duly sworn, did depose and say that deponent is Mayor of 
the City of Auburn, the municipal corporation described in and which executed the foregoing 
instrument and that he signed his name thereto by authorization of the City Council.

___________________
Notary Public


