
STAFF REPORT
SAUSALITO CITY COUNCIL

MEETING DATE: October 9, 2018

AGENDA TITLE: Adopt a Resolution Opposing Proposition 6, the 
“Voter Approval for Gas and Vehicle Taxes Initiative”,
slated for the November 6, 2018 Ballot

LEAD DEPARTMENT: Public Works

RECOMMENDED MOTION: Staff recommends adoption of a Resolution Opposing 
Proposition 6, the “Voter Approval for Gas and Vehicle Taxes Initiative”, slated for the 
November 6, 2018 Ballot

SUMMARY
Consideration of a resolution opposing Proposition 6, which if passed by voters in 
November, will eliminate Senate Bill 1 (SB1) funding dedicated to transportation 
infrastructure improvements.

BACKGROUND
The League of California Cities has taken positions on several ballot measures, 
including Proposition 6, slated for the November 6, 2018 ballot, and is requesting that 
cities and towns consider adopting resolutions as well.  Also attached is a list from the 
“No on Prop 6” Coalition, showing a broad list of organizers, businesses, and public 
agencies that are opposing Proposition 6.

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
Proposition 6 would eliminate Senate Bill 1 (SB1), the recently enacted road repair and 
transportation funding, by repealing revenues dedicated for those purposes.  
Proposition 6 is an Initiative Constitutional Amendment that would also require any 
measure to enact certain vehicle fuel taxes and vehicle fees to be submitted to and 
approved by the electorate.

A 2016 California Statewide Local Streets and Roads Needs Assessment provided 
critical analysis on the deteriorating condition of local transportation networks and 
funding needs.  The Assessment determined that cities and counties need 



approximately $2 billion in additional funding per year just to maintain current pavement 
conditions.  

In an effort to address the statewide need for additional funding, the State Legislature 
passed SB1, known as the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017.  The Act 
adjusted gas taxes and car registration fees to generate $52 billion over the next ten 
years for transportation related infrastructure improvements.  Of the $52 billion, $15 
million is directly allocated to cities.

Counties and cities have been receiving monthly apportionments since January 2018 
and have already identified some 6,500 projects statewide to fund bridge and road 
safety, transportation, and public transit improvement projects.  Based on an analysis 
prepared by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and distributed by Marin 
County, should Proposition 6 pass, it is anticipated that the City of Sausalito would see 
funding for its expenditures for street paving and reconstruction go from $17,926,487 
(approximately $1.8 million per year) to $13,401,777 (approximately $1.3 million per 
year).  Our overall pavement condition index ("PCI") would be expected to slip from our 
current of 651 to 49 over the next 10 years.  

The November 6, 2018 ballot will include Proposition 6 – Voter Approval for Future Gas 
and Vehicle Taxes and 2017 Tax Repeal Initiative.  If passed by voters in November, 
Proposition 6 will eliminate these SB1 funds dedicated to transportation infrastructure 
improvements.  In addition, according to the Legislative Analyst's Office2, Proposition 6 
would require that voters approve new or increased fuel and vehicle taxes passed by 
the Legislature in the future -- a scenario that could reduce revenues even further.

The League of California Cities3 and the California Association of Counties4 both
oppose Proposition 6.

ALTERNATIVES
Instead of adopting the recommended resolution.  Council could take no action on, or 
direct that a resolution supporting Proposition 6 be prepared.  

FISCAL IMPACT
Based on an analysis prepared by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and 
distributed by Marin County, should Proposition 6 pass, it is anticipated that the City of 
Sausalito would see funding for its expenditures for street paving and reconstruction go 
from $17,926,487 (approximately $1.8 million per year) to $13,401,777 (approximately 
$1.3 million per year).  According to the Legislative Analyst's Office5, Proposition 6 

                                                
1 Pavement Engineering, Inc. PTAP consultant, personal communication September 7, 2018.
2 https://lao.ca.gov/ballot/2018/prop6-110618.pdf
3 https://www.cacities.org/Policy-Advocacy/Hot-Issues/2018-Statewide-Ballot-Measures/No-on-Proposition-6
4http://www.counties.org/proposition-6
5 https://lao.ca.gov/ballot/2018/prop6-110618.pdf



would require that voters approve new or increased fuel and vehicle taxes passed by 
the Legislature in the future -- a scenario that could reduce revenues even further.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff recommends adoption of a Resolution Opposing Proposition 6, the “Voter 
Approval for Gas and Vehicle Taxes Initiative”, slated for the November 6, 2018 Ballot

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1- Draft Resolution Opposing Proposition 6
Attachment 2- “No on Prop 6” Coalition List

PREPARED BY: Debbie Pagliaro, Special Projects     
REVIEWED BY: Jonathon Goldman, City Engineer/Director of Public Works
REVIEWED BY: Brian Moura, Administrative Services Advisor (Contract)
REVIEWED BY: Mary Wagner, City Attorney
SUBMITTED BY: Adam W. Politzer, City Manager



DRAFT

RESOLUTION NO. ____

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAUSALITO
OPPOSING PROPOSITION 6 ON THE NOVEMBER, 2018 BALLOT

__________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, cities and counties own and operate more than 81% of streets and 
roads in California, and from the moment we open our front door to drive to work, bike 
to school, or walk to the bus stop, people are dependent upon a safe and reliable local 
transportation network; and

WHEREAS, the 2016 California Statewide Local Streets and Roads Needs 
Assessment, which provides critical analysis and information on the local transportation 
network’s condition and funding needs, indicates that the condition of the local 
transportation network is deteriorating and an increasing rate; and

WHEREAS, California has more than 1,600 bridges and overpasses that are 
structurally deficient and unsafe, and 89% of counties have roads that are in “poor” or 
“at-risk” conditions; and 

WHEREAS, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminstration, 
there were more than 3,600 fatalities on California roads in 2016, with poor road 
conditions as a major factor in vehicle collisions and accidents; and

WHEREAS, the “Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017,” also known as 
Senate Bill (SB) 1, was enacted by Governor Brown in April 2017, expected to generate 
over $5 billion of transportation infrastructure funding statewide annually, including $4 to 
$5 million in Marin County and approximately $400,000 for Sausalito for local streets 
and roads, and additional funds for other transportation projects; and

WHEREAS, Proposition 69, approved by 81% of registered voters in the June 
2018 statewide election, constitutionally protected SB 1 funding to be used only for 
transportation-related purposes by the legislature; and

WHEREAS, tax increases in California currently require a two-thirds vote of 
each state legislative chamber and the Governor’s signature; and

WHEREAS,  Proposition 6 would repeal SB1 as its enactment occurred after 
January 1, 2017, despite a two-thirds vote in the legislature and signature of the 
Governor; and

WHEREAS, Proposition 6 would create the additional step of requiring voter 
approval, in addition to legislative approval and the Governor’s signature, it impose, 



increase or extend gas taxes or vehicle fees with a retroactive effective date of January 
1, 2017; and

WHEREAS, Proposition 6 would eliminate more than $52 billion over the next ten 
years in existing transportation funding, including $15 billion in direct apportionments, 
and $11 billion in available competitive grand funding, to cities and counties statewide; 
and

WHEREAS, Proposition 6 would stop funding for more than 6,500 transportation 
improvement projects currently underway or planned in every California community; and

WHEREAS, Proposition 6 would jeopardize public safety by eliminating 
thousands of projects to fix unsafe bridges and overpasses, the repair of crumbling and 
unsafe roads, and enhanced pedestrian safety; and

WHEREAS, Proposition 6 would reduce the funding dedicated to the City of 
Sausalito and halt critical investments in future transportation improvement projects in 
our community, such as local street rehabilitation projects, major street rehabilitation 
projects and traffic congestion reduction programs; and

WHEREAS, counties and cities have been receiving monthly apportionments 
since 2018 and have already identified some 6,500 projects to fund bridge and road 
safety, transportation and public transit improvement projects throughout the State.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Sausalito hereby 
opposes Proposition 6 on the November 6, 2018 ballot; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Sausalito can be listed as a 
member of the “No on Proposition 6 Coalition”, a diverse coalition of local governments, 
public safety organizations, business, labor, environmental leaders, transportation 
advocates and other organizations throughout the State.  The Council hereby directs 
City Staff to email a copy of this adopted resolution ot the No on Prop 6 campaign at 
kgriffith@bcpublicaffairs.com.



PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Sausalito on the _____ day of October, 2018, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers:
NOES: Councilmembers:
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers:
ABSENT: Councilmembers:

________________________________
MAYOR OF THE CITY OF SAUSALITO

ATTEST:

___________________________
DEPUTY CITY CLERK


