
TO: 
Mayor Candace Hollingworth 
Hyattsville City Council Members 

CC: 
Hyattsville City Administrator, Tracey Nicholson 
Hyattsville City Clerk, Laura Reams 

Legislative	Priority:	MD208/Hamilton	Street	Renovations	

In February 2016, Maryland State Highway Administration  (SHA) adopted and published the Maryland Strategic Highway Safety Plan 
(SHSP). The 2016 - 2020 SHSP was designed to move Maryland closer to cutting roadway fatalities in half by 2030 and eventually 
ending traffic fatalities and serious injuries on our roadways.  Among the many goals and targets defined by SHSP, the following bullets 
highlight the recommended strategic biking and pedestrian improvements: 

• Create and improve roadway environments for safe walking and bicycling through implementation of engineering treatments, land 
use planning, and system-wide countermeasures. 

• Create and improve pedestrian and bicycle safety culture in Maryland including the promotion and implementation of legislation 
and training of professionals and stakeholders about best safety practices. 

Given the explicit emphasis SHA has placed on biking and pedestrian safety, I strongly urge my colleagues on the Hyattsville City 
Council to adopt MD208/Hamilton Street pedestrian improvements as a state legislative priority.  MD208 is classified by SHA as an 
urban minor arterial from US RT1 (Bladensburg Road) to MD500 (Queens Chapel Road).  From MD500 to the West Hyattsville, 
Hamilton Street is a county owned road.  Meaning MD208 is a regionally significant thoroughfare connecting the Port Towns, 
Brentwood, North Brentwood, and Hyattsville to the West Hyattsville Metro station.  As determined by GIS traffic count data performed 
by SHA, the stretch of MD208 within the corporate limits of the City of Hyattsville received an Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) 
volume of 16581 in 2015,  and an AADT with trucks volume of 17741.  Despite the heavy utilization MD208 remains unimproved and 
in a state of disrepair.  

MD208/Hamilton Street currently does not include bike infrastructure. Sections of MD208 are without curbing and sidewalks; this 
includes a section with a bus  stop.  SHSP also identifies these such locations a safety hazards and note the following recommendation:   

• Transit buses and bus stops have unique safety needs. As the transit system grows over time and ridership increases, Maryland can 
expect additional conflicts between vehicles, transit buses, and pedestrians. Due to the number of occupants riding a bus, the 
potential for multiple harmful outcomes should be considered when improving safety for these road users. Strategies include support 
for safe transit stops and enforcement of laws and regulations for bus drivers. 

Through multiple community meetings with residents, small business owners, members of the local biking community, and elected 
officials joined together to call attention to the importance of road improvements and bike infrastructure on MD208/Hamilton Street.  
Specifically residents requested the following renovations: 

• Bidirectional bike lane to West Hyattsville Metro 
• Improved sidewalks, add sidewalk where current deficiencies exist 
• Improved curbing, add curbing where current deficiencies exist 
• Include right turn lane at Queens Chapel Road Intersection 
• Safe access from 37th Place or Gallatin Street, preferable with a traffic light 
• Safe methods of crossing Hamilton Street to and from Hyatt Park for children 
• Additional trash cans and improved overall cleanliness of the street 

Residents of all communities impacted by the deplorable condition of MD208/Hamilton are requesting road improvements, including 
sidewalks, curbing, safe methods of crossing this busy street, and bike lanes. Based on WMATA's  2009 Bicycle and Pedestrian Travel 
Study, West Hyattsville Metro is the second most biked metro in the DC Metro System (only to Union Station), and the most biked Metro 
in the State of Maryland; unfortunately, despite this glaring demand, there is not a safe direct bike route on either the State or County 
roads leading into the metro.  I ask for the support of the Hyattsville Council in including funding and moving forward on MD208/
Hamilton Street renovations as a State and County FY17 legislative priority. 

Thank you, 
Joseph A. Solomon, Jr. 
Hyattsville City Council, Ward 5
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