
Identified Archaeological Potential Zones 

 To limit the labor needs for subsurface testing in the high potential areas, it is 
proposed to first conduct Ground Penetrating Radar and/or Soil Resistivity in these 
locations to determine if there are potential subsurface features.  

 Further, AS identified three additional areas that appear to have high potential for 
intact archaeological deposits associated with features from the period of 
significance (1921-1953) – below. 

 Proposed archaeological work would include geophysical analysis of three locations 
(#2, #3, and #4), formal excavations of the root cellar (#1), and potential subsurface 
testing to locate intact features and to ground-truth results of geophysical analysis. 

 
1. Root Cellar: Located on a slope approximately 150’ south of the main property, the 

McPolin root cellar measures approximately 12’ north/south by 10’ east/west). While 

the superstructure has long since collapsed, there are still structural timbers that 

likely formed the doorway and front façade, entangled in a non-native plant on the 

north elevation. It appears that the main doorway to the root cellar is on the north 

elevation, with a path of local sandstone leading from the doorway back to the main 

property. The interior of the root cellar has been filled by at least 2’ to 3’ of fill, 

organic material, and structural collapse, suggesting the high potential for intact 

archaeological deposits. Walls of the root cellar appear to be lined with naturally 

occurring tabular sandstone, but possibly reinforced with wooden timbers during the 

historic period.  

2. Privy Potential Area 1: Directly behind the relocated Privy and Tool Shed is a 

raised mound of soil, with thick green grasses. This mound does not appear natural, 

and its proximity to the rear of the main house is suggestive that this could be the 

remains of an earlier privy location. Measuring 10’ long (north/south) by 5’ east/west, 

the mound roughly matches the size of the three-holer privy used by the McPolin 

Family.  

3. Privy Potential Area 2: The site plan for the 2002 NRHP nomination places the 

three-holer privy north of the McPolin Barn and corral, and adjacent to the drainage 

ditch. This seems to be a potential outhouse location only because of its historic 

mapping. This would have been an inconvenient location for a family privy, but 

perhaps serviced paid laborers or those family members working the dairy.  

4. West Yard: Aerial imagery from the 1950s and 1960s, indicate the presence of 

standing architecture in the area west of the reconstructed family home. This area is 

currently an open grassy yard, devoid of any surface indications of past structures.  



 
 

Detail of spoon found during June 4, 2018 site visit. Photo by Whitney Seal. 



 

McPolin Farmstead, 2018, showing areas 
of archaeological potential.  1990.  
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