
Considerations

PCMC staff will consider the following before conducting any fieldwork. 

1. Artifact Sampling/Culling Protocol: Privy pits and root cellars, are two of the most 
artifact-rich features of any farmstead, potentially yielding tens of thousands of 
archaeological artifacts ranging from nails to ceramics. An archaeological 
consultant can assist in creating a sample strategy (both in-field and laboratory) 
to determine those artifacts needing long-term retention. 

2. Curation: After excavation, what is the proposed curation/dispensation of any 
recovered archaeological materials.  Each material type has unique needs but 
generally, historic glass, ceramics, and to a lesser degree metal, are stable in 
most environments.  However, privies have the potential to contain well-
preserved organic materials (newspapers, clothing, fabric, seeds/nuts, etc.) that 
would require special curation considerations.

3. Displays: Archaeological materials are excellent for interpretive displays by 
themselves (diet, recreation, socioeconomics, identity, gender, etc.) or for 
supplementing, supporting/negating, and challenging existing interpretive efforts.
PCMC will need to consider the long-term use of any recovered archaeological 
materials in the overall mission of the McPolin Farmstead site and its 
interpretation. 

4. Historic Preservation: Archaeological fieldwork at the root cellar will provide a 
unique glimpse into its historic construction techniques, layout, and contents. 
PCMC will need to determine the next steps before starting the project, but also 
be dynamic enough to change path during excavation. With such limited 
information from the surface manifestation, it is wholly possible that the root 
cellar walls and floors are intact under the fill. On the other side, the root cellar 
may have been completely collapsed with little to no interpretable integrity. Given 
these potentialities, would PCMC wish to keep the root cellar open after 
excavation? If so, there would need to be interpretive material created, paths 
created, and assessments of visitor safety. Similar questions would arise if 
testing identified any/all privy pit or structural foundation remnants. 

5. Public Archaeology: Use of volunteers in survey, excavation, laboratory work, 
and public tours is critical to the success of any public archaeology venture. As 
such, PCMC and any archaeological consultant would need to create a formal 
plan for use of volunteers including discussions of liability, advertising, training, 
monitoring, etc. With such a prominent site as McPolin Farmstead, there may be 
a wealth of potential volunteers willing to assist in excavation, but few willing to 
complete certain tasks such as digging, screening, and public touring. A public 
archaeology plan should be in place, well before any fieldwork commences to 
avoid potential conflicts with public visitation. 


