
MOTION: March 21, 2023 
Regular Meeting 

SECOND: Res. No. 23- 

RE: INITIATE AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 600 OF THE PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY 
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS MANUAL – COUNTYWIDE 

ACTION: 

WHEREAS, the Prince William County (County) Design and Construction Standards 
Manual (DCSM) includes policies, regulations, and standards that apply to land development in the 
County; and 

WHEREAS, the DCSM contains provisions related to requirements applicable to the 
review and approval of site development plans, plats, and site construction in accordance with 
those plans; and 

WHEREAS, on December 13, 2022, the Prince William Board of County Supervisors 
(Board) approved the Mobility Chapter of the Prince William County Comprehensive Plan; and  

WHEREAS, as a result of the major update to the Mobility Chapter, County staff is 
proposing to review and analyze Section 600 of the DCSM to ensure alignment with the recently 
approved chapter and therefore providing consistency with the latest transportation design and 
construction standards; and 

WHEREAS, the DCSM / Zoning Ordinance Advisory Committee and the Commercial 
Development Committee have been made aware of the recommendation of County staff to initiate 
amendments to Section 600 of the DCSM and these two (2) committees have indicated that they 
have no objection to the initiation of amendments to this section; and 

WHEREAS, amendments to the DCSM must first be initiated by the Board before 
County staff can proceed with scheduling public hearings with the Planning Commission and the 
Board; and 

WHEREAS, County staff recommends that the Board initiate DCSM amendments to 
address the changes in and ensure alignment with the updated Mobility Chapter in the 
Comprehensive Plan and current transportation design and construction standards; and 

WHEREAS, the Board finds that amending the DCSM for the above-referenced 
issues is required by public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good zoning practice; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Prince William Board of County 
Supervisors hereby initiates amendments to Section 600 of the Prince William County Design and 
Construction Standards Manual to address the changes in and ensure alignment with the updated 
Mobility Chapter in the Comprehensive Plan and current transportation design and construction 
standards. 
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Votes: 
Ayes:   
Nays:   
Absent from Vote:   
Absent from Meeting:   
 
For Information: 
  Director of Development Services   
  Director of Transportation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST:       
  Clerk to the Board 



The Board of County Supervisors 
Ann B. Wheeler, Chair 
Kenny A. Boddye, Vice Chair 
Victor S. Angry 
Andrea O. Bailey 
Margaret Angela Franklin 
Jeanine M. Lawson 
Yesli Vega 
Bob Weir 

 

Office of the County Executive 
Christopher J. Shorter 

 

 

STAFF REPORT 

1 County Complex Court, Prince William, Virginia 22192 • 703-792-6000 | www.pwcva.gov 

 

 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
On December 13, 2022, the Prince William Board of County Supervisors (Board) approved the Mobility 
Chapter of the Prince William County Comprehensive Plan.  The Mobility Chapter update includes 
significant changes to policies and action strategies that recommend and identify new development 
standards and policies related to transportation.  
 
As a result of the major update to the Mobility Chapter, Prince William County (County) staff is proposing 
to review and analyze Section 600 of the County Design and Construction Manual to ensure alignment 
with the recently approved chapter and therefore providing consistency with the latest transportation 
design and construction standards. 
 
It is the recommendation of County staff that the Board initiate amendments to Section 600 of the Prince 
William County Design and Construction Standards Manual. 
 
  

Board Meeting Date: March 21, 2023 

Agenda Title: Initiate Amendments to Section 600 of the Prince William County 
Design and Construction Standards Manual 

District Impact: Countywide 

Requested Action: Initiate Amendments to Design and Construction Standards Manual. 

Department / Agency Lead: Department of Development Services and Department of 
Transportation 

Staff Lead: Mandi Spina, Acting Director of Development Services 
Ricardo Canizales, Director of Transportation 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The County Design and Construction Standards Manual (DCSM) contains provisions that relate primarily to 
the requirements of Land Development, which includes the review and approval of site development 
plans, plats, and site construction.  Amendments to the DCSM are generally necessitated by changes in 
federal or state laws or regulations, zoning ordinance updates, design and constructions issues, and 
comprehensive plan updates.  
 
On December 13, 2022, the Board approved the Mobility Chapter of the Prince William County 
Comprehensive Plan.  The intent of the Mobility Chapter is to provide an accessible, safe, comprehensive, 
multimodal transportation network that allows for the safe and efficient movement of goods and people 
throughout the County and into surrounding jurisdictions.  The Mobility Chapter considers all major 
transportation modes and provides a renewed focus on safety, equity, sustainability, resiliency, and 
emerging technologies.  The update includes significant changes to policies and action strategies that 
recommend and identify design and development policies related to transportation.  
 
As a result of the major update to the Mobility Chapter, County staff is proposing to review and analyze 
Section 600 to ensure alignment with the recently approved chapter and therefore providing consistency 
with the latest transportation design and construction standards. 
 
Amendments to the DCSM must first be initiated by the Board before County staff can proceed with 
scheduling public hearings with the Planning Commission and the Board.  
 
The DCSM / Zoning Ordinance Advisory and the Commercial Development Committee have been made 
aware of the recommendation of County staff to initiate amendments to Section 600 of the DCSM, and 
these two (2) committees have indicated that they have no objection to the initiation of amendments to 
this section. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is the recommendation of County staff that the Board authorize the initiation of amendments to Section 
600 of the Prince William County DCSM. 
 
Service Level / Policy Impact 
Strategic Plan: Initiating amendments to Section 600 of the DCSM impact the following Transportation and 
Mobility (TM) objectives in the Prince William County Strategic Plan: 
 

• TM1:B – Create policies that allow the county to anticipate and respond to emerging technologies. 
• TM2:D – Implement strategies and plans to reduce mobility related fatalities and injuries. 
• TM4:E – Focus on cost effective and innovative transportation designs that improve traffic flow to 

reduce congestion and reduce the need for future roadway widening. 
 
Comprehensive Plan: Initiating amendments to Section 600 of the DCSM is consistent with the following 
policies in the 2022 Prince William County Comprehensive Mobility Plan:  
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• Mobility Policy 1– Ensure that the County’s transportation network prioritizes safety for all mode 
users, including motorists, transit riders, pedestrians, including students, and bicyclists. 

• Mobility Policy 3 – Promote sustainability and resiliency when proposing new infrastructure or 
upgrading existing facilities that impact environmental and cultural resources. 

• Mobility Policy 6 – Adopt to changing and emerging mobility trends. 
• Mobility Policy 8 – Meet demand through capacity enhancements and innovative operational 

improvements. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
The Prince William County Department of Transportation will be utilizing an on-call engineering consultant 
to assist with the update.  The estimate to complete the update is approximately $100,000.  There are 
sufficient funds under the Planning and Program operating budget to complete this task.  The update will 
be split into two (2) phases: Phase 1 will focus on updates to the section text, which will occur this Fiscal 
Year (FY), and Phase 2, which will begin in FY 2024, will focus on updating the technical drawings. 
 
Legal Impact 
The Board has the legal authority to initiate amendments to the DCSM.  The County Attorney will review 
the amended language before final action by the Board.  
 
 
STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Paolo Belita | (703) 792-6273 
pbelita@pwcgov.org 


