
                  

 

January 23, 2023 

 

Deputy Chief of Mission 
Lucia Cherinda (Mrs.) 
Embassy of Mozambique (Washington DC) 
1525 New Hampshire Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

RE: Charles County, Maryland, and Matola, Mozambique Proposed Sister-City Partnership Agreement 
Signing 

Your Excellency, 

This letter is to provide you with an overview and recent update of the proposed Sister-City partnership 
between Charles County, Maryland and Matola, Mozambique.  the government of Charles County, a 
municipality in Maryland, USA, and the government of Matola, a municipality in Mozambique, have 
been in ongoing conversations regarding the establishment of a Sister-City Partnership.  

The goal of the Sister-City Partnership with Matola Province is to foster a mutually beneficial partnership 
through friendship and goodwill. The two parties will explore solutions to common challenges and 
opportunities as it strives to encourage the development of business and trade relations, and 
institutional capacity building to support long-term business development strategies and other 
economic development initiatives. Additionally, to promote exchanges in youth and higher educational 
study abroad programs through the establishment and sustained collaboration with educational 
institutions. Educational programs are one of the areas of high interest. The partnership will also further 
identify other areas, common to both communities, that can generate new initiatives to further and 
nurture the economic, social, and cultural relationships between the communities.  

A Trade Mission was planned for Mozambique in May 2020 to sign the Sister-City Partnership 
Agreement, which was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The proposed period for the Sister 
City Partnership Agreement signing is rescheduled for mid to late May 2023 where a delegation from 
Charles County, Maryland would travel to Matola, Mozambique. However, due to a recent change in 
state and local government in the state of Maryland, we are proposing that the Mayor of Matola and his 
delegation visit Charles County for the official signing of the Charles County, Maryland, and Matola, 
Mozambique Sister-City Partnership Agreement. 

In furtherance to this, and as an outcome of ongoing conversations, most recently with Ambassador 
Carlos dos Santos, and Mr. Godinho Alves, we are hoping that our invitation to the mayor will be 
accepted.  We are proposing to host the Matola delegation anytime between May 29th and July 31st, 
2023. We are optimistic that this window will be acceptable to the Mayor of Matola and his team. This 
window affords us with ample time to plan a robust itinerary of events for the partnership agreement 
signing and invite key elected officials and business leaders to engage with the delegation. 



With a renewed focus on international trade, growth, and expansion by the Charles County Board of 
County Commissioners, as well as increased attention to the benefits of bilateral trade by the Governor, 
Wes Moore led administration, the signing of the partnership agreement here in Maryland provides an 
opportunity to showcase the value that both international cities stand to benefit from this partnership. 
It also presents an opportunity for our office, the Economic Development Department, to onboard 
several other critical stakeholders that are instrumental in making this partnership a success. 

For reference, the conversation on establishing a Sister-City partnership between Charles County and 
Matola has been ongoing since 2019. The strategic objectives of the Sister-City Partnership include, but 
are not limited to, Education and Cultural Exchange programs, Commodity Exchanges, Investment and 
Business Development Initiatives.  

We look forward to welcoming the delegation, and to fostering a productive bilateral trade agreement 

with Matola through this partnership. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Reuben. B. Collins II 
Commissioner-President 
Charles County Board of Commissioners 


