
REQUEST TO APPROVE REPEAT SPECIAL 
EVENT APPLICATION FOR PRIDE FEST 
AT CAMBIER PARK ON JUNE 10, 2023

Responding to criticism and misinformation 
surrounding Naples Pride Fest and the drag community. 

City Council Regular Meeting
March 1, 2023 8:30 AM



NAPLES PRIDE HAS A HISTORY 
OF ENRICHING THE NAPLES 

COMMUNITY. 

• Mission is to unite and empower 
LGBTQ+ community of SWFL to 
educate and foster equality for ALL. 

• Grassroots 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization started in 2017 with our 
first Pride Fest fundraiser at Cambier 
Park in Naples. 

• Run completely by volunteers until the 
last couple of months, hired first two 
employees- (1) a case manager to assist 
all- not just the LGBTQ+ community- in 
need and (2) an Executive Director to 
ensure our continued successful 
operation. 



FIRST NAPLES PRIDE FESTIVAL 
STARTED AS A WAY TO HELP 

THOSE UNDERSERVED IN THE 
NAPLES COMMUNITY. 

• Festival started as a fundraiser with 
two goals: 
• (1) an LGBTQ+ Emergency Fund and 

• (2) a day to celebrate and bring visibility 
to the LGBTQ+ community. 

• The festival needed to be held 
outside in the public to promote 
visibility and acceptance of the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

• Blown away by the festival’s turnout, 
we made our dreams bigger - to open 
SWFL’s first and only LGBTQ+ center. 

2017



WHAT IS DRAG?

Drag performers dress up in 
costumes to perform. 

Some sing, dance, or tell jokes 
to entertain, spark joy, make 

you dance, and laugh out loud.

Drag dates back to 
Shakespearean times 

and continues today in 
mainstream media with 

shows like the 14 
season RuPaul's Drag 

Race. 



DRAG IS NOT NUDITY

Drag performers often wear more, not less, 
clothing than you'd see at a Naples beach, on a 
Miami Dolphins cheerleader, or a Dolly Parton 

concert.  

Drag does not typically involve nudity or 
stripping, which are more common in burlesque, 

a separate form of entertainment.

WHAT IS DRAG?

DRAG IS NOT GROOMING, A 
BASELESS ATTACK

We should all be able to agree on the 
importance of protecting every child and 

respecting every family.  The opponents behind 
these attacks are trying to erase LGBTQ families 

from Naples—and they’re doing it by saying 
anyone who disagrees with them is a threat to 

kids. 

The LGBTQ+ community is growing b/c of 
greater acceptance- 70% of Americans support 
same-sex marriage rights, and a majority also 
support nondiscrimination protections for 
LGBTQ people- and it continues to grow. 



ACCUSATIONS SHOW A BLURRY PHOTO 
OF A DRAG QUEEN PERFORMING 

WITHOUT FULL COVERAGE

• Naples Pride’s Entertainment Committee would not allow 
this. 

• We have reviewed all of our live footage and photographs 
and have not seen this. 

• Public Records Request submitted to confirm this 
accusation is fabrication. 

• On 2/16/23, requested footage of Cambier Park from Pride 
Fest 2022.  

• On 2/17/23, requested emails to Naples City Council 
related to Naples Pride Festival 2022. 

WE ENSURE INAPPROPRIATE DRESS 
DOES NOT OCCUR.

MANY OPPONENTS OF THE FESTIVAL 
MENTIONED THEY ATTENDED AND SAW 

DRAG PERFORMERS IN G-STRINGS IN 2022. 

Click to Download
• When you watch the full 

video above, you see this 
performer was fully 
clothed and performing 
the same dance routine 
commonly seen in middle 
school cheerleading or 
dance routines. 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/dlxiCv2xowH7ZNVrc8LArQ?domain=icloud.com


BANNING DRAG INFRINGES ON FREE 
SPEECH AND IS DISCRIMINATORY. 

In the US, we do not allow government to determine what we can read, 
see, or hear, or who we can gather with. Bans on drag performances limit 
everyone’s freedom of speech. It is clear, bans on drag performances are 

designed to target transgender, gay, lesbian, bisexual and queer people and 
force them out of public life by restricting who is ‘allowed’ to wear certain 
clothing or look a certain way. Discriminating against people based on how 

they look is wrong.



DRAG IS AN APPROPRIATE FORM OF 
ENTERTAINMENT FOR CHILDREN. 

1. ADULT DRAG PERFORMANCES

Note there are drag performances that require 
guests be 18+ in nightclubs or brunches that may 
not be appropriate for children, while other events 
like drag story hours or family-friendly events are 
tailored for all ages to enjoy. 

2. PARENT’S CHOICE

It's up to parents to decide, just as they decide 
whether their child should be exposed to certain 
music, television, movies, beauty pageants, or other 
forms of entertainment. 

3. KIDS UNDERSTAND DRAG

Drag is no more confusing for children to 
comprehend than fictional characters in their 

books or shows, clowns at birthday parties, or 
mascots for their favorite team.

4. DRAG HAS LESSONS

Drag teaches children everyone has the right to 
choose the character they want to portray, we can 

always make fun of ourselves, and it’s okay to 
accept those that look and dress differently than 

others. 



DRAG IS INTEGRAL TO 
LGBTQ+ CULTURE AND 

INSEPARABLE FROM PRIDE 
CELEBRATIONS.

In 1969, drag queens started a movement when they 
stood up against police & state brutality, harassment 
and entrapment of the LGBTQ+ communities when 

being gay was a crime. 

Drag queens are responsible for the first pride 
celebration at Stonewall Uprising in 1973 and hence 

continue to be honored in today’s pride events. 

There are many things once considered immoral –slavery, 
couples living together before marriage, interracial marriage, 
women voting, bikinis, divorce, breastfeeding in public- but 
morals evolve over time and drag queens are largely the 

catalyst for them evolving towards the LGBTQ+ community. 



OUR NAPLES DRAG 
COMMUNITY IS 

RESPONSIBLE FOR 
NAPLES PRIDE’S 

SUCCESS. 

In Naples in 2017-2018, the first two years 
of Naples Pride Fest were possible due to 

the drag community donating their time to 
our fundraisers to perform in the June heat. 

If not for the Naples drag performers, the 
direct services and work Naples Pride does 

for those in need may not be possible. 



NAPLES PRIDE FESTIVAL RAISES MONEY TO 
SERVE ALL OF THOSE IN NEED

– GAY OR NOT

• The Center

• A community center for the LGBTQ+ community 
to call home, the ONLY ONE in SWFL. 

• Case Management

• Connect those in need with the services they 
need. 

• Health Screening

• Free STI, HIV, Hepatis, B and C testing and 
treatments. 

• Housing

• Providing housing to all in need through our 
network. Goal to provide more transient housing 
with this years Naples Pride Fest donations. 

• Mental Health Services

• Support groups and counseling services for youth 
and adults. 

• Business Alliance

• Directory of businesses, nonprofits and other 
resources that embrace diversity & inclusivity.

• Social Activities

• Kids club, teen events, and adult networking.

• Food Pantry 

• Food pantry to serve immediate needs for the 
hungry now or in times of disaster. 

• Emergency Fund

• For anyone, not just LGBT individuals in need for 
immediate food, transportation, housing, medical, 
employment or legal.



NAPLES PRIDE FESTIVAL RAISES MONEY TO 
SERVE ALL OF THOSE IN NEED

– GAY OR NOT

• In 2022, Naples Pride Fest raised over  
$50,000 towards for essential work we do.  
We want to be able to do more! 

• Through our healthcare clinic, last year, we 
saw over 175 patients.

• Just this past month, ~5 months after Ian, we 
saw 40 new clients, 16 out of which were 
homeless, only 5 of which were LGBT.

• In 2022, we served events welcome to ALL:

• LGBTQ+ Youth Group:  294 Attendees

• LGBTQ+ Game Nite:  58 Attendees

• LGBTQ+ Support Group:  149 Attendees

• Transgender Support Group:  185
Attendees

• Naples Pride Center Movie Nights:  105
Attendees

• The Kids Club:  62 Attendees

During Hurricane Ian, we helped hundreds 
of families.

• Went door to door including trailer parks 
in the Davis Triangle, Estey Ave.,  Bayshore, 
Naples Manor, and Shadowlawn elementary.  

• Distributed dozens of pallets of water, food, 
clothing, baby formula, refrigerators, 
microwaves, hot plates, space heaters, 
clothing, shoes, cots, blankets, and fans. 

• Continued to show up at Pine St. 
apartments who for months had no 
running water, so we brought portable  
showers.

• Helped connect disabled families on 
Francis Ave. with disaster relief 
organizations to help with demolition and 
mold mitigation.  And so many more!  



NAPLES PRIDE FESTIVAL RAISES MONEY TO 
SERVE ALL OF THOSE IN NEED

– SOME STORIES FROM 2023

• Immigrant from Honduras w/ 2 kids came to the Center with her relative. She just moved 
here to live with her boyfriend, that turned out to be abusive. We connected them with 
the Naples Women's Shelter, and after giving birth a about two weeks ago, they were able 
to find a place for her in Immokalee where Naples Pride Executive Director dropped all 4 
of them off on Saturday, February 18.

• Our Case Manager was able to connect a resident with a new electric wheelchair after she 
lost hers in Ian. 

• Provided a homeless man in his late 50’s with all necessary supplies, tent, food, clothing, and 
moral support until he went to be home with his family earlier in February 2023.

• We helped a homeless man in his late 60’s obtain supplies and tools so he could work by 
cleaning windows while he is on a waiting list for St. Matthew’s House. 

• A mom and 3 year old son from Haiti come in on a regular basis for food, diapers, clothing.

• We secured a queen bedroom set for a family of 4 that lost everything in Hurricane Ian. 



“ N O  O N E  C A R E D  W E  W E R E  G AY, O R  
L E S B I A N , O R  T R A N S G E N DE R , O R  A  

D R AG  Q U E E N . N O - O NE  Q U E S T I ON E D 
O U R  S E X UAL  O R I E N TAT I ON  O R  

G E N D E R  I D E N T I T Y, N O R  D I D  W E  
Q U E S T I ON T H E I R S .  T H E Y  T H A N K E D U S . 

T H E Y  W E R E  G R AT E F U L . T H E Y  W E R E  
WA I T I N G  F O R  U S  TO  S H OW  U P  T H E  

N E X T  DAY  A N D  T H E  DAY  A F T E R ,  A N D  
W E  D I D. W E  S T I L L  A R E .”

- C O R I  C R AC I UN , E X E CUT I V E  D I R E C TOR



WITH ALL THE WE DO, WE STILL 
EXPERIENCE HATE. 

Unlike many other 
wonderful local 

food pantries, 
hurricane disaster 

relief groups, or 
community 
centers, we 

regularly receive 
threats and attacks 
for simply existing 

in Naples.
But we still show 

up.



AND THIS HATE AGAINST THE NAPLES 
LGBTQ+ IS HARMING CHILDREN.



FROM A LETTER TO NAPLES CITY 
COUNCIL ON 2/17/23

• “Before you decide against Naples Pride for 
undocumented implications, fabrications, 
and insinuations about the Pride Fest, recall 
the real activities that Naples Pride 
contributed to this community and 
continues to provide...”

• “Pride Fest is a way to show LGBT+ 
teenagers in Collier County that they are 
loved, supported, and accepted by their 
community and protected by their local 
government. Community support is a key 
factor in ensuring the psychological safety 
of young people, and cancelling Pride Fest 
or refusing to renew its permit for 2023 
would send an unequivocal message to 
LGBTQ+ students that they are not 
welcome in Collier County, which could 
have legitimately life-threatening 
consequences.”

FROM A LETTER TO NAPLES CITY 
COUNCIL ON 2/24/23

THE NAPLES COMMUNITY SUPPORTS 
NAPLES PRIDE AND THE FESTIVAL. 



NAPLES PRIDE TAKES MEASURES TO ENSURE 
ITS FESTIVAL IS A FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENT. 

While plenty of pride 
celebrations are aimed 
towards adults 
throughout the country 
and world, Naples Pride 
makes Naples Pride Fest 
in Cambier Park family-
friendly and suitable for 
children of all ages. 

VENDORS ARE 
THOROUGHLY VETTED. 

Not just anyone can become a 
vendor. We have a committee 
review and approve all 
vendors. 

Naples Pride has turned down 
several vendors for not being 
appropriate for all ages. 

ENTERTAINERS INSTRUCTED TO 
DRESS AND PERFORM IN THE 
PRESENCE OF ALL AGES.  

Our Entertainment Committee, run 
by a local, experienced drag 
performer, ensures acts are not 
inappropriate for kids. Performers are 
fully clothed and refrain from language 
or acts that are not family-friendly; 
certainly, no G-strings, inappropriate 
language, or nudity. 



NAPLES PRIDE WILL ADDRESS COMMUNITY 
CONCERNS TO ENSURE ANOTHER FAMILY-
FRIENDLY, SAFE, SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER 

AT PRIDE FEST 2023. 

• Photobooth
• Open on all sides for anyone to take pictures 

with props, often found at weddings, galas, and 
other fundraisers. *Only VIP guests who have 
paid to do so may take pictures in the booth 
with drag performers.

• Signage
• All signage for Naples Pride is located within 

the event and at its entrances. 

• Bathrooms
• We employ a bathroom attendant to ensure 

safety and sanitation for attendees. 

• Performers have their own facilities. 

• Preparations for Safety
• We require all volunteers to go through 

volunteer training to ensure their and 
attendees’ safety. 



NAPLES PRIDE WILL ADDRESS COMMUNITY 
CONCERNS TO ENSURE ANOTHER FAMILY-
FRIENDLY, SAFE, SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER 

AT PRIDE FEST 2023. 

We will incur ~$10,000 in costs and lost vendors/sponsors that we will not be able to use 
towards supporting the community to appease public concerns for Naples Pride 2023.

• CBD
• Despite CBD being legal, we have denied this vendor. 

• Tipping
• Despite tipping performers like musicians or magicians being a common practice, we will restrict attendees 

from tipping performers and build that into performer’s budgets. Will have a bucket for donations instead. 

• Fencing
• Pride cannot be moved to an indoor location because it would defeat the purpose of celebrating acceptance 

and visibility of the LGBTQ+ community with a chilling effect of “go back to the closet”; however, we will be 
putting up fencing. 



SUPPORTING NAPLES PRIDE FESTIVAL IS 
GOOD FOR THE NAPLES ECONOMY. 

• CMI Community 
Marketing and 
Insights shows it’s 
profitable to be 
LGBTQ+ friendly.  

• Many cities give 
grants or funds to 
support their 
pride festivities, 
like Cape Coral 
who gave $5,000 
b/c of the 
economic benefits 
to local businesses. 



NAPLES PRIDE REQUESTS YOU APPROVE OUR 
REPEAT SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION FOR 

THE PRIDE FEST 2023 

• Naples City Council has done so, at Cambier Park with the inclusion of drag 
performances since 2017. 

• No evidence Naples Pride Fest 2022 had done any wrongdoing.

• Show Naples is above politized issues and votes based on facts and laws to all 
special events without discrimination. 

Questions? Email Info@NaplesPride.org or visit NaplesPride.org.
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