
MOTION: February 28, 2023 
Regular Meeting 

SECOND: Res. No. 23- 

RE: ACCEPT, BUDGET, AND APPROPRIATE $18,066 IN FOREST SUSTAINABILITY 
FUNDING TO THE PUBLIC WORKS ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
FOR REFORESTATION PROJECTS 

ACTION: 

WHEREAS, Prince William County, Department of Finance applied for the Forest 
Sustainability Fund (Fund) as part of the Code of Virginia Section 58.1-3242.1; and  

WHEREAS, 68 localities submitted applications to receive monies from the Fund 
which had an available budget of $1,000,000.  The amount received by the County was determined 
by dividing the County’s reported forgone revenue by the total forgone revenue of all the localities 
that applied, multiplied by the amount available in the Fund; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Environmental Management Division is the recipient 
of the Forest Sustainability Fund in the amount of $18,066; and 

WHEREAS, funds received shall be used solely for public education generally or for 
projects related to outdoor recreation or forest conservation; and 

WHEREAS, funds received will be used for reforestation projects; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Prince William Board of County 
Supervisors hereby accepts, budgets, and appropriates $18,066 in Forest Sustainability Funding to 
the Public Works Environmental Management Division for reforestation projects. 

Votes: 
Ayes:   
Nays:   
Absent from Vote:   
Absent from Meeting:  

For Information: 
  Director of Public Works 

ATTEST: 
Clerk to the Board 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
In 2022, Virginia created the Forest Sustainability Fund (Fund) to partially offset the reduced real estate tax 
revenue for localities that have adopted a land use taxation ordinance.  The County adopted Ordinance 
Number (Ord. No.) 90-160 to provide for the use value assessment and taxation for real estate devoted for 
forest use and is eligible to receive monies from the Fund.  The Department of Finance submitted the 
required documents as outlined in subsection B of the Code of Virginia Section 58.1-3242.1, and on 
January 4, 2023 received notification from the State Forester that the County will be receiving a 
proportional share of this year’s funding in the amount of $18,066.   
 
Funds received shall be used solely for public education generally, for projects related to outdoor 
recreation or forest conservation.  Monies cannot be used for staff or other costs associated with 
administering the forest land use tax program in the locality.  Based on these use limitations, staff 
recommends that the funds go to the Public Works Environmental Management Division for use in the 
implementation of reforestation projects. 
 
It is the recommendation of staff that the Prince William Board of County Supervisors (Board) accepts, 
budgets, and appropriates $18,066 in Forest Sustainability Funding to the Public Works Environmental 
Management Division for reforestation projects.  
 
  

Board Meeting Date: February 28, 2023 

Agenda Title: Accept, Budget, and Appropriate $18,066 in Forest Sustainability 
Funding to the Public Works Environmental Management Division for 
Reforestation Projects 

Requested Action: Approve resolution to accept, budget, and appropriate funds. 

Department / Agency Lead: Department of Public Works 

Staff Lead: Thomas J. Smith, Director 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-3242.1
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BACKGROUND  
 
In 2022, Virginia created the Fund to partially offset the reduced real estate tax revenue that results from 
land use taxation.  Land use taxation enables landowners to pay real estate taxes based on the forestry 
use of their land rather than its market value.  This enables many landowners to keep their land as forest.  
Any locality that has adopted an ordinance that provides for the use value assessment and taxation for 
real estate devoted for forest use may apply to the Virginia Department of Forestry (DOF) for an annual 
allocation of funds from the Fund.   
 
The County adopted an Ord. No. 90-160 to provide for the use value assessment and taxation for real 
estate devoted for forest use and is eligible to receive monies from the Fund.  The Department of Finance 
submitted the required documents as outlined in subsection B of the Code of Virginia Section 58.1-3242.1 
and on January 4, 2023 received notification from the State Forester that the County will be receiving a 
proportional share of this year’s funding in the amount of $18,066.  This year 68 localities submitted 
applications to receive monies from the Fund which had an available budget of $1,000,000.  The amount 
received by the County was determined by dividing the County’s reported forgone revenue by the total 
forgone revenue of all the localities that applied, multiplied by the amount available in the Fund. 
 
The funds can only be used for public education, projects related to outdoor recreation or forest 
conservation.  Monies cannot be used for staff or other costs associated with administering the forest land 
use tax program in the locality.  Based on these use limitations, staff recommends that the funds go to 
Public Works Environmental Management Division for use in the implementation of reforestation projects. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is the recommendation of staff that the Board accepts, budgets, and appropriates $18,066 in grant 
revenue to the Forest Sustainability Funding to the Public Works Environmental Management Division for 
reforestation projects.  
 
Service Level / Policy Impact 
The Fund will assist the County with Public education and / or for projects related to outdoor recreation or 
forest conservation.  Environmental Management has identified eligible projects within the county 
qualifying for reforestation.   
 
Fiscal Impact 
There is no fiscal impact to the County’s general fund.  There are restrictions on how to spend monies 
received.  Monies from the Fund must be used solely for public education generally or for projects related 
to outdoor recreation or forest conservation.  These monies cannot be used for staff or other costs 
associated with administering the forest land use tax program in the locality.  
 
Legal Impact 
The Board has the legal authority to accept, budget, and appropriates the funds. 
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Benjamin Eib | (703) 792-6689 
beib@pwcgov.org 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. Code of Virginia Section 58.1-3242.1 
2. Ordinance Number 90-160 
3. Award Notice 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-3242.1


Code of Virginia 
Title 58.1. Taxation 
Subtitle III. Local Taxes 
Chapter 32. Real Property Tax 
Article 4. Special Assessment for Land Preservation
   
§ 58.1-3242.1. Forest Sustainability Fund
  
A. There is hereby created in the state treasury a special nonreverting fund to be known as the
Forest Sustainability Fund, referred to in this section as "the Fund." The Fund shall be established
on the books of the Comptroller. All funds appropriated for such purpose and any gifts,
donations, grants, bequests, and other funds received on its behalf shall be paid into the state
treasury and credited to the Fund. Interest earned on moneys in the Fund shall remain in the
Fund and be credited to it. Any moneys remaining in the Fund, including interest thereon, at the
end of each fiscal year shall not revert to the general fund but shall remain in the Fund. Moneys
in the Fund shall be used solely for the purposes set forth in subsection B. Expenditures and
disbursements from the Fund shall be made by the State Treasurer on warrants issued by the
Comptroller upon written request signed by the State Forester.
  
B. Any locality that has adopted an ordinance to provide for the use value assessment and
taxation for real estate devoted for forest use pursuant to this article may apply for an annual
allocation of funds from the Fund. A locality shall submit by November 15 of each year (i) a copy
of its ordinance and (ii) the total revenue forgone by the locality in the prior fiscal year due to the
use value assessment and taxation for real estate devoted for forest use. The State Forester shall
allocate funds from the Fund on a proportional basis, based on the amount of revenues forgone
by the applicant localities. Any funds received by a locality shall be used solely for public
education generally or for projects related to outdoor recreation or forest conservation.
  
2022, cc. 378, 379.
  
The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this
section(s) may not constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters
whose provisions have expired.
  

1 1/20/2023 12:00:00 AM
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(a)

(b)

(1)

(2)

ARTICLE IV. - ASSESSMENT OF LAND DEVOTED TO AGRICULTURAL, HORTICULTURAL, FOREST OR OPEN SPACE USE

Footnotes:

--- (4) ---

State Law reference— Authority of county to provide for the exemption provided for in this article, Code of Virginia, §§ 58.1-

3230, et seq.

Note— See editor's note for Art. II.

Sec. 26-16. - Legislative �ndings.

The board of county supervisors of Prince William County finds that the preservation of real estate

devoted to agricultural, horticultural, forest and open space uses within its boundaries is in the public

interest and, having heretofore adopted a comprehensive land use plan, hereby ordains that such real

estate shall be taxed in accordance with the provisions of Code of Virginia, Title 58.1, Chapter 32, Article 4;

the standards prescribed by the director of the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, the

Virginia Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the state forester and this article.

(Ord. No. 90-160, 12-18-90)

Sec. 26-16.1. - Delegation by director of �nance.

The director of finance is authorized to delegate any function, duty or responsibility of the director of

finance specified in this article to an individual reporting to him in the department of finance. For the

purposes of this article, whenever reference is made to the director of finance, that reference shall include

the duly authorized designee of the director of finance.

(Ord. No. 92-61, 6-23-92)

Sec. 26-17. - Applications for special assessment; fees.

Applications for taxation of real estate on the basis of use assessment shall be submitted to the

director of finance on forms provided by the Virginia Department of Taxation and supplied by the

director of finance. The application shall include such additional schedules, photographs and

drawings as may be required by the director of finance.

Applications shall be submitted:

The property owner shall submit an initial application, unless it is a revalidation form, at least

60 days preceding the tax year for which such taxation is sought;

In any year in which a general reassessment is being made, until 30 days have elapsed after

the notice of increase in assessment has been mailed to the property owner in accordance

https://library.municode.com/
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(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

(i)

(a)

(b)

(1)

(2)

with Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3330, or 60 days preceding the tax year, whichever is later.

The application shall be signed by all owners of the subject property. An owner of an undivided

interest in the property may apply on behalf of himself and the other owners of the property

upon submitting an affidavit that such other owners are minors, cannot be located, or represent

a minority interest in such property.

A separate application shall be filed for each parcel tract shown on the land book.

An application fee of $10.00 shall accompany each application.

An application shall be submitted whenever the use or acreage of such land previously approved

changes; provided, however, that no application fee shall be required when a change in acreage

occurs solely as a result of a conveyance necessitated by governmental action or condemnation

of a portion of any land previously approved.

If any tax on the land affected by an application is delinquent when the application is filed, then

the application shall not be accepted. Upon payment of all delinquent taxes, interest and

penalties relating to such land, the application shall then be treated in accordance with this

section.

Such property owner must revalidate with the director of finance every sixth year for any

application previously approved.

No applicant who is a lessor of the property or a portion of the property that is the subject of an

application submitted pursuant to this section shall be required to provide the lease agreement

governing the property for the purpose of determining whether the property is eligible for special

assessment and taxation pursuant to this article.

(Ord. No. 90-160, 12-18-90; Ord. No. 17-39, Attch., 6-20-17, effective 7-1-17; Ord. No. 18-30 , Attch., 6-19-18,

effective 7-1-18; Ord. No. 22-27 , 6-28-22, effective 7-1-22)

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3234.

Sec. 26-18. - Determination of use value and assessment by director of �nance.

Upon receipt of an application, the director of finance shall determine whether the subject

property meets the criteria for use value assessment and taxation under this article, Code of

Virginia, Tit. 58.1, Ch. 32, Ar. 4, and the applicable standards prescribed thereunder by the

director of the department of conservation and recreation, the commissioner of agriculture and

consumer services, and the state forester.

Minimum acreage requirements:

Real estate devoted to agricultural or horticultural use shall consist of a minimum of five

acres.

Real estate devoted to forest use shall consist of a minimum of 20 acres.

https://library.municode.com/
https://library.municode.com/
https://library.municode.com/
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(3)

(4)

(c)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

Real estate devoted to open space use shall consist of a minimum of 20 acres.

The foregoing requirements for minimum acreage shall be determined by adding together

the total area of contiguous real estate excluding recorded subdivision lots titled in the same

ownership. For purposes of this section, properties separated only by a public right-of-way

are considered contiguous.

In addition to meeting the foregoing requirements for minimum acreage, real estate devoted to

open space use shall be consistent with the Prince William County Comprehensive Land Use Plan

and shall be:

Within an agricultural, a forestal, or an agricultural and forestal district entered into pursuant

to Code of Virginia, §§ 15.1-1507, et seq.; or

Subject to a recorded perpetual easement that is held by a public body, and that promotes

the open space use classification, as defined in Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3230; or

Subject to a recorded commitment meeting the standards prescribed by the director of the

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation and entered into by the landowner with

Prince William County.

The presence of utility lines on real property shall not be considered in determining whether the

property, including the portion where the utility lines are located, is devoted to agricultural,

horticultural, forest or open space use.

In determining whether real property is devoted to agricultural, horticultural, forest or open

space use, zoning designations and special use permits for the property shall not be the sole

considerations.

If the director of finance determines that the property does meet such criteria, he shall determine

the value of such property for its qualifying use, as well as its fair market value. If the director of

finance determines that the property does not meet such criteria, he shall deny the application

and notify the applicant of the denial in writing.

In determining whether the subject property meets the criteria for "agricultural use" or

"horticultural use" the director of finance may request an opinion from the commissioner of

agricultural and consumer services; in determining whether the subject property meets the

criteria for "forest use" he may request an opinion from the state forester; and in determining

whether the subject property meets the criteria for "open space use" he may request an opinion

from the director of conservation and recreation. Upon the refusal of the commissioner of

agriculture and consumer services, the state forester or the director of the department of

conservation and recreation to issue an opinion, or in the event of an unfavorable opinion which

does not comport with standards set forth by the respective director, the party aggrieved may

seek relief from the circuit court of Prince William County. If the court finds in his favor it may

issue an order which shall serve in lieu of an opinion for the purposes of this article.
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(h)

(a)

(b)

The director of finance shall provide commitment agreement forms for execution by landowners

who otherwise fully qualify for open space land use assessment under this article. All

commitment agreements for open space land use assessment entered into by Prince William

County shall be on the forms supplied by the director of finance and shall conform to the uniform

standards prescribed by the director of the department of conservation and recreation. The

director of finance is authorized to approve and sign on behalf of the county those commitments

which have been properly executed by landowners on the forms provided and which conform to

the foregoing standards upon determination that all criteria for open space land use have been

satisfied. Proposed commitments which have not been properly executed by the landowner on

the forms provided by the director of finance shall be rejected.

(Ord. No. 90-160, 12-18-90; Ord. No. 09-41, 6-23-09)

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Code of Virginia, §§ 58.1-3233, 58.1-3240.

Sec. 26-19. - Taxation based on qualifying use.

The use value and fair market value of any qualifying property shall be placed on the land book and the

tax shall be extended from the use value. Continuation of valuation, assessment and taxation based upon

use shall depend on continuance of the real estate in a qualifying use, continued payment of taxes as

required in Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3235 and compliance with other requirements of Code of Virginia, Title

58.1, Chapter 32, Article 4, the applicable standards prescribed by the director of the Virginia Department of

Conservation and Recreation, the Virginia Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the

state forester and this article, and not upon continuance in the same owner of title to the land.

(Ord. No. 90-160, 12-18-90)

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3236.

Sec. 26-20. - Delinquent taxes.

If on April 1 of any year the taxes for any prior year on any parcel of real property which has

special assessment as provided for in this article are delinquent, the director of finance, or

his/her designee, shall send notice of that fact and the general provisions of Code of Virginia, §

58.1-3235 to the property owner by first-class mail. If, after sending such notice, such delinquent

taxes remain unpaid on June 1, the director of finance, or his/her designee, shall remove such

parcel from the use value assessment program. Such removal shall become effective for the

current tax year.

No parcel of real property shall be removed from the land use program for delinquent taxes if (i)

the taxes become delinquent during a state of emergency declared by the Governor pursuant to

subdivision (7) of [Code of Virginia] § 44-146.17; (ii) the treasurer determines that the disaster

https://library.municode.com/
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(a)

(b)

(a)

giving rise to the state of emergency has caused hardship for the taxpayer; and (iii) the delinquent taxes are

paid no later than 90 days after the deadline provided in subsection (a).

(Ord. No. 90-160, 12-18-90; Ord. No. 12-27, Attch., 6-5-12, effective 7-1-12; Ord. No. 22-27 , 6-28-22, effective

7-1-22)

State Law reference— Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3235.

Sec. 26-21. - Change in use, zoning or area; roll-back taxes.

There is hereby imposed a roll-back tax, and interest thereon, in such amounts as may be determined

under Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3237, on real estate which has qualified for assessment and taxation on the

basis of use under this article, upon one or more of the following occurrences:

When the use by which the property qualified changes to a non-qualifying use, as described

in Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3237;

When it is rezoned to a more intensive use, as described in Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3237; or

When one or more parcels, lots or pieces of land are separated or split off from the real

estate, as described in Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3241.

(Ord. No. 90-160, 12-18-90; Ord. No. 92-61, 6-23-92)

Sec. 26-21.1 - Exception to change in use; separate parcel.

Real property that has been designated as devoted to agricultural, horticultural, forest or open

space use shall not lose such designation solely because a portion of the property is being used

for a different purpose pursuant to a special use permit or otherwise allowed by zoning; provided

that the property, excluding such portion, otherwise meets all the requirements for such

designation.

The portion of the property being used for a different purpose pursuant to a special use permit

or otherwise allowed by zoning shall be deemed a separate piece of property from the remaining

property for purposes of assessment.

(Ord. No. 09-41, 6-23-09)

Sec. 26-22. - Failure to report changes; misstatements in application.

The owner of any real estate liable for roll-back taxes shall, within 60 days following a change in

use, report such change to the director of finance on such forms as may be prescribed. The

director of finance shall forthwith determine and assess the roll-back tax, which shall be paid to

the county within 30 days of assessment. On failure to report within 60 days following such

change in use and/or failure to pay within 30 days of assessment, such owner shall be liable for

an additional penalty equal to ten per centum of the amount of the roll-back tax and interest,

https://library.municode.com/
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(b)

(c)

which penalty shall be collected as a part of the tax. In addition to such penalty for failure to make required

report, there is hereby imposed interest of one-half per centum of the amount of the roll-back tax, interest

and penalty, for each month or part thereof during which the failure continues.

Any person making any material misstatement of fact other than a clerical error in any

application filed pursuant hereto shall be liable for all taxes, in such amounts and at such times

as if such property had been assessed on the basis of fair market value as applied to other real

estate, together with interest and penalties thereon, and he shall be further assessed with an

additional penalty of 100 per centum of such unpaid taxes. The term "material misstatement of

fact" shall have the same meaning as it has under Code of Virginia, § 58.1-3238.

Any person failing to report properly any change in use of property for which an application for

use value taxation had been filed shall be liable for all such taxes, in such amounts and at such

times as if he had compiled therewith and assessment had been properly made, and shall be

liable for penalties and interest thereon in the amounts owning on delinquent taxes generally.

(Ord. No. 90-160, 12-18-90)

Sec. 26-23. - Application of Code of Virginia, Title 58.1.

The provisions of Code of Virginia, Title 58.1 applicable to local levies and real estate assessment and

taxation shall be applicable to assessments and taxation hereunder mutatis mutandis including, without

limitation, provisions relating to tax liens and the correction of erroneous assessments, and for such

purposes the roll-back taxes shall be considered to be deferred real estate taxes. Furthermore, those

provisions of Code of Virginia, Title 58.1, Chapter 32, Article 4 which are self-effectuating are incorporated

herein by reference.

(Ord. No. 90-160, 12-18-90)

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Code of Virginia, §§ 58.1-3231, 58.1-3243.

Sec. 26-24. - E�ective date.

This article shall be effective for all tax years beginning on and after January 1, 1991.

(Ord. No. 90-160, 12-18-90)

Secs. 26-25—26-35. - Reserved.

https://library.municode.com/


 

Allison Lindner 
Prince William County 
  
Thank you for submitting an application for a portion of the Forest Sustainability Fund. The 
Fund was a result of legislation introduced in the 2022 Virginia General Assembly by Delegate 
Robert Bloxom and Senator Frank Ruff. Now part of the Code of Virginia (§ 58.1-3242.1 ), it 
assists localities that provide a lower forest land tax rate to landowners by restoring a portion of 
forgone revenues back to localities. This year, 68 localities submitted applications with a forgone 
revenue amount of nearly $72.5 million dollars.  

I am pleased to notify you that your locality will be receiving a proportional share of this year’s 
funding in the amount of $18065.25. This amount was determined by dividing your reported 
forgone revenue by the total forgone revenue of all the localities that applied, then multiplying 
that fraction by the amount budgeted for this year ($1 million). A check will be issued by the 
Treasurer of Virginia or sent by electronic means if your locality had previously set up electronic 
payments with the Virginia Department of Forestry. 

Per the Code, monies from the Fund must be used solely for public education generally or for 
projects related to outdoor recreation or forest conservation. Unfortunately, we have not received 
more specific guidance than this, except that these monies cannot be used for staff or other costs 
associated with administering the forest land use tax program in the locality. 

As this is the first year of the Forest Sustainability Fund, we are interested in your feedback 
regarding the application process and your tentative plans for using your portion of the Fund 
monies. Please take a few minutes to complete this Forest Sustainability Fund Post-Award 
Survey to help us collect your feedback. 

Again, I am pleased that you will be receiving a portion of the Fund and thank you and other 
staff in your locality for your time and effort applying for this funding. 

Sincerely,  

 

Rob Farrell 
State Forester 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/58.1-3242.1
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