
Informal Report   
to Mayor and Council
Rules for Public Comment
City Council Meeting Date: 02-28-2023

ISSUE
The purpose of this Informal Staff Report is to provide Mayor and Council with information 
about possible amendments to the City Council Rules for Public Comment at open meetings.

DISCUSSION
At its meeting on November 29, 2022, the City Council requested that the City Attorney’s 
Office prepare a report as a future agenda item relative to possible changes to the public 
comment and citizen participation portions of City Council meetings.

State law allows a governmental body, like the City Council, to adopt reasonable rules 
regarding the public’s right to address the body, including time limits. Additionally, a
governmental body may not prohibit public criticism of the body, including criticism of any 
act, omission, policy, procedure, program, or service; but not including public criticism that 
is otherwise prohibited by law. On August 20, 2019, the City Council passed Resolution No. 
19-228 adopting the current version of the City Council Rules for Public Comment (“Rules”), 
which created policies and procedures relative to the public addressing the City Council at its 
meetings. The Rules were also provided to City boards and commissions for consideration and 
adoption.

Consistent with direction from the City Council, the City Attorney’s Office has prepared draft 
amendments to the Rules, which provide that:

1. The City fully embraces the values of diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility 
where people of all identities and experiences are understood, appreciated, and fully 
included in the community and where equitable treatment and outcomes prevail. As 
such, in order to preserve the order and decorum of meetings of the City Council and 
to provide for attendance at and participation in the meeting without fear of 
intimidation, threats, or hostility, any person who makes personal, profane, hostile, 
slanderous, or threatening remarks, who uses vulgar or obscene language, who 
engages in any other actions that disturb or are calculated to disturb the meeting, or 
who becomes disruptive may be removed from the Council Chambers. All speakers 
shall address the City Council and not the audience or City staff and shall not call out 
individually named members of City staff or the public.

2. Public comment on posted agenda items must be topically related to the agenda item 
for which the speaker has registered to speak.

3. Speakers may not use music, videos, other forms of media, signs, or props while 
addressing the City Council.

4. Persons who intend to speak during the Citizen Participation portion of an open 
meeting shall pre-register not later than 10:00 a.m. on the day of the meeting, either 
online, by phone, or in person at the City Secretary’s Office. The City Manager may 
direct a member of the City staff to contact an individual who has pre-registered to 
speak in an attempt to resolve an issue or concern, provided however, that contact by 
a member of City staff should in no way suggest that the individual should not appear 
and address the City Council.
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5. During the Citizen Participation portion of a meeting, if 25 or fewer speakers have pre-
registered, each speaker will have two minutes; and if 26 or more speakers have pre-
registered, each speaker will have one minute.

ACTION
Absent direction from City Council to the contrary, Staff will implement any additional 
feedback and prepare a resolution and final draft of amendments to the Rules for the City 
Council’s consideration at a future meeting. After adoption by the City Council, the Rules will 
be provided to City boards and commissions for consideration and appropriate revisions to 
their corresponding rules for public comment.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Attached: Draft revised Rules for Public Comment
Under Separate Cover: None
Available in the City Secretary’s Office: None

STAFF CONTACT(S)
Molly Shortall David Johnson
City Attorney Assistant City Attorney
817-459-6878 817-459-6878
Molly.Shortall@arlingtontx.gov David.Johnson@arlingtontx.gov

       


